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; F RAU DV Der ECT EI . 1 | 
OR, IHE 1 
Hiberniam Patriot. 
£ CONTAINING, 3 
All the Drapier's Letters to the People of Ireland, 


1 on Wood's Coinage, &c. Interſpersd with the 
1 following Farticulats. 
| VIZ, 


\ | I. The Addreſſes of thej IV. Extract of the Votes 
Logo — * off of the . of, Com- 
Ireland, againſt Wood's | mons of Englaid.u 
G . breiking a Grand Jury. 
II. His Majeſty's Anſwer] | VI fiderations on 
to the {aid Addrefles, | | the Attempts, made to 
III. The Report of his paſs Wocd's Coin. 
Majeſty's moſt honou- | VII: Reaſons, ſhew ing 
rable Privy Council. the Neceſſity the Peo- II 
IV. Seaſonable Advice to ple of Ireland are un- ff 8 
the Grand Jury. der, to refuſe Wood's | +. 
; | | | Coinage. _ 


To which are added, 
| PROMETHENS. A POEM. 
Alſo a new Poem to the Drepier ; and the Songs Suti 
at the Drapier's Club in Truck Street, Dublin, — 5 


before printed, With a PREFACE, ex laining 1 1 
the Uſefulneſs of the Whole. 8 * .—"I#. 
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P REFACE 


HE Greateſt Part of the follow- 
ing Papers was written by a 
Gentleman (who ſtiled himſelf 
the Drapier ) for the Preſerya- 

tion of his Fellow Subjects; the Loye for 


his Country, and not a Deſire of Fame, 


or Applauſe from the Vulgar, induced him 


to publiſh them to the World : And eye NY 


one was ſo ſenſible not only of this, b 


alſo of his Capacity to ſerye the Nation, 


that they teſtified their Acknowledgment 
of it in the moſt publick Manner, and when 
Three Hundred Pounds Ster. were offered 
by Proclamation of the Goyernment, to 


the 
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the Author, not one ſingle Perſon was in- 
duced by it to inform againſt hig. 
The Stile of the Letters is peculiarly 
adapted to the Occaſion; for, as they are 
written for the Benefit of the whole Peo- 
ple of Ireland, their Stile, tho' plain and ea- 
ſy, never ſinks into the Languid; and thy* 
not filbd with Metaphors or high Expreſ- 
ſions, falls not ſo low as to offend, or grate 
the Ears of the politeſt Reader. He has 
couched the ſtrongeſt Reaſoning, in the 
moſt familiar Phraſes, expoſed the Villany 
of Wood and his Proje#ors, with Argu- 
ments of undeniable Force; and ſhown 
with the utmoſt Perſpicuity, the Neceſlity 
the Nation was under, not to receive them. 
I ſhall ſay no more of his Character than 
this, that, as there never was any Project 
contriyed of greater Villany, any Rogue- 
ry more cunningly carried on, better ſup- 
ported, or which tended more to the Ruin 
and entire Subverſion of the Liberties, 
and Credit of a whole Nation; ſo there 
was never any Patriot of a greater Capa- 
_ City for detecting ſuch a villanous Attempt, 
and ſearching into the Primum Mobile . 

1 os this 


The PREFACE. il. 
this Cheat, or who ſupported a — 
Kingdom, and afferted the Liberties of 
People with greater Zeal and Affection. 
Ihe Occaſion of their appearing in Print, 
Was this. It having been many Years, ſince 
Copper Halfpence had been coined in this 
Kingdom, and many Counterfeits paſſing 
under che Name of Raps, ſeveral Appli- 
cations were made to Exgland, that this 
Kingdom might have Liberty to coin new 
ones, but all without Succeſs At laſt, one 
Mr. Wood, an Engliſhman, and a Hard-ware 
Dealer, procured a Patent under his Maje- 
ſty's Broad Seal, to coin Kourſcore and ten 
Thouſand Pounds in Copper, for the Uſe of 
this Kingdom. But, Mr. Wood made hi 
Halfpence ſo ſmall, and of ſuch baſe Metal, 
that, the whole Ninety Thouſand Pounds 
were not worth real Value, more than Eight 
or Nine. This, the whole Nation was im- 
mediately ſenſible of ; and perceived, that 
it might give Occaſion, not only for coining 
of Counterfeits, by ſome ſelf-intereſted 
Brazters in this Kingdom, and our Neigh- 
bours the Dutch, but alſo, that Mr. Wood 
galily might, and willingly would, impoſe 


Tr. ThePREFACE 


upon us, four times the Sum, his Patent al- 
lowed him. This was the Reaſon, the 
Kingdom refuſed to admit the Copper Half- 
ence as Current Money; Mr. Wood ſee- 
ing all his ExpeQations fruſtrated, applies 
to his Great Friends at Court, and orders 
ſeveral threatning Expreſſions to be print- 
ed in the publick News-papers, which put 
the whole Nation under diſmal Apprehen- 
ſions, which they could not readily free 
themſelves from, being ignorant of how 


large an Extent the Prerogative of his Ma- 


jeſty might be, in this Caſe. 3 
Thus unhappily circumſtanc'd was the 
Nation, when the following Letters were 
writ; and tho* now by his Aſſertion, and 
ſome other worthy Patriots glorious De- 
fence of the Liberties of their Country, 
the villanous Project of Mr. Wood is entire- 
ly cruſh'd, the Dread of ſuch haſe Copper 
Pratfoence vaniſh'd, and the Trade of the 
Kingdom ſettled in a more flouriſhing Con- 
dition than it has been for ſome Time palt ; 
yet a Collection of the following Papers is 
neceſſary and proper to be kept by all Peo- 
ple, not only as the moſt durable lenge 
* | W of 


be PREFACE *+& 
of the imminent Danger the Nation; was 
involved in, and a Teſtimony of our Grati. 
tude to thoſe worthy Gentlemen ; but like- 
wiſe) as the beſt and ſtrongeſt Arguments 
that can be offer'd againſt an Invaſion of our 
Liberties this Way, ſhou'd another Wood e- 
ver have Intereſt enough to obtain a Patent 
from His M 
Money. +3 1 Ol 1324 a 
And, now I beg Leave to mention the 
other Papers incerted in this Collection. 
The CON SIDE RATIO Ns and the 
REASONS were written by a Gentle. 


porting the Credit and Liberty of his Coun- 


he has given the Subject the Colour it was 
naturally diſposd to bear; his Reaſoning 
is ſo ſtrong, his Poſitions ſo juſt, and Conclu- 
ſions undeniable, that no Pen but the DRA- 
PIER's could have writ like his. Prometheus 
is a Maſter-Piece ; and tho” the Liberty and 
Learning of Rome and Athens expired toge - 
ther; yet the Genius of poor Ireland aroſe 


when its Liberty was almoſt ſet, and wat re- 


ſolved to expire like the Swan, in a Song. 


And, 
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man, whom nothing cou d deter from Sup- 


try: His Stile has a ſtately Smoothnels, and 


A 


ajeſty for the Coinage of Braſs 


vi. The PREFACE, 


And, now I muſt humbly ask Pardon for 


not incerting the Letters to the Rt. Hom, 


and the Defence of the Condutt 


| of the People of Ireland, the firſt being not 
of that univerſal Concern as the other 


PAPERS are, and the latter the Argu- 


ments uſed by the Author of the Conſide. 


rations, done by a leſs ingenious Hand, and 


ſet in a worſe Light, 


The Reaſon of the LETTERS a pear- 


ing now iti Print, was the Deſire of ſome 
'Ingenious Gentlemen, who, out of Love to 
their Country, and Gratitude to the Me. 
- mory of the Drapier, have aſſociated them- 
\ TRULY,WORTHY PATRIOT'sNAME. 
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To the King's moſt Excellent 


MAJESTY: 


The humble ADDRESS of the Knights} 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, in Parliament aſſembled, 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
= T is with the utmoſt concernꝭ 
that We, your Majeſty's moſt 
dutiful Subjects, the Commons 
FUD of IRELAND in Par- 
ge) liament aſſembled, find ours 
Zg& ſelves indiſpenfibly oblig'd, 
to repreſent to your Ma jeſty? 
our unanimous Opinion: That the Importing 
and Uttering of Copper Farthings and Half-pence, 
by Vertue of the Patent lately granted to Milli- 
am Mood, Eſq; under the Great Seal of Great - 
Britain, will be highly prejudicial to your Maje- 
ſty's Revenue, deſtructive of the Trade and 
Commerce of this Nation, and of the moſt dan- 
gerous Conſequence to the Properties of the 


Subject. 
* * WE 


4 
* 
7 


* ( 8 ) 
ne 
WE are fully convinced, from the tendet 
Regard your Majeſty has always expreſs'd for our 
Welfare and Proſperity, that this Patent could 
dot have been obtain'd, had not William Mood, 
and his Accomplices, greatly miſrepreſented the 
State of this Nation to your Majeſty, it having 
appeared to us, by Examinations taken in the 
moſt folemn Manner, that tho' the Terms thereof 
had been ſtrictly comply'd with, there would 
have been a Loſs to this Nation of at leaſt x50 
ger Cem. by Means of the ſaid Coinage, and a 
much greater in the Manner the ſaid Half-pence 
have been coined, | 
WE likewiſe beg Leave to inform your Ma- 
jeſty, That the ſaid William Wood has been guil - 
ty of a moſt notorious Fraud and Deceit in coin- 
ing the ſaid Half-pence, having, under Colour of 
the Powers granted unto him, imported and en- 
deayour'd to utter great Quantities of different 
Impreſſions, and of much leſs Weight than was 
requir?d by the ſaid Patent. "A 
- YOUR faithful Commons have found, by 
Experience, That the granting the Power or 
Privilege of coining Money, or Tokens to paſs for 
to private Perſons, has been highly detri- 
mental to your loyal Subjects; and being appre- 
kenſive, that the veſting ſuch Power in any Body 
Politick or Corporate, or any private Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, will be always of dangerous 
Conſequence to this Kingdom, are — 
5 : J 
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by the repeated Aſſurances your Majeſty hath gi: 
ven us of your Royal Fayour and Protection, 
humbly to entreat your Majeſty, That -when- 
ever you ſhall hereafter think it neceſſary to coin | 


any Farthings or — the ſame may be 
made as near the Intrinſick Value as poſſible, and 
that whatever Profit ſhall accrue thereby, may, 
be apply'd to the Publick Service. 4 
AND we do further humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty, That you will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
ive ſuch Directions, as you, in your great Wit 
om, ſhall think proper, to prevent the fatal BE 
fects of Uttering any Farthings or Halſ-penge 
purſuant to the ſaid Patent. * 
AS this Enquiry has proceeded entirely from 
our Love to our Country, ſo we cannot omit this 
Opportunity of repeating our unanimous Reſo- 
lation, to ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty to 
the utmoſt of our Power, againſt all your Ene- 
mies, both at Home and Abroad; and of aſſu- 
ring your Majeſty, that we will; upon every Oc- 
caſion, give your Majeſty, and the World, all 
Poſſible Demonſtration of our Zeal and inviola.. 
ble Duty and Affection to your Majeſty's moſt 
ſacred Perſon and Government, and to the Suc- 
ceſſion, as eſtabliſtyd in your Royal Houſe. 


T0 
* 93 
» * . 


| To the King's moſt Excellent 
MAJESTY. 
The humble Addreſs of the Lords Spiritual 


and Temporal of IRE LA N D, in Par. 
liament aſſembled, againſt Wm. Wood, 


May it pleaſe your moſt Sacred Majeſty, 


E the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament aſſembled, are 
under the utmoſt Concern to find, 
that our Duty to your Majeſty 

1 and our Country, indiſpenſibly 
calls upon us to acquaint your Majeſty with the 
ill Conſequences, which will inevitably follow 
from a Patent for coining Half-pence and Far- 
things to be utter'd in this Kingdom, obtained un- 
der the Great Seal of Great Britain, by one William 
Wood, in a clandeſtine and unprecedented Man- 
ner, and by a groſs Miſrepreſentation of the State 
of this Kingdom. 

WE are moſt humbly of Opinion, that the 
Dimunition of your Majeſty's Revenue, the Ruin 
of our Trade, and the Impoveriſhing of your 
People, muſt unavoidably attend this Underta- 


King; and we beg Leave to obſerve to your Ma- 


 jeſty, that from the moſt exact Enquiries and 
5 1 | Com- 


(nn) 

Computations we have been able to make, it ap- 
pears to us, that the Gain to William Wood will 
be exceſſive, and the Loſs to this Kingdom, by 
circulating this baſe Coin, greater than this poor 
Country is able to bear. 

WITH the greateſt Submiſſion and Defe- 
rence to your Majeſty's Wiſdom, we beg we 
may offer it as our humble Opinion, That the 
Reſerving the Coining of Half-pence and Farthings 
to the Crown, and the not intruſting it with any 
private Perſon, Body Politick or Corporate, will 
always be for your Majeſty's Service, and the 
Good of your People in this Kingdom. 


I N Confidence, Sir, of your Paternal Core | 


of the Welfare of this Country, we beſeech your 
Majeſty, that you will be pleagd to extend that 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion to us, which has ſo 
eminently ſhew'd ſelf to all your other Subjects, 
who have the Happineſs to live under your Pro- 
tection and Government; and that you will give 
ſuch Directions as may effectually tree us from 
the terrible Apprehen ſions we labour under from 
the Patent granted to Milliam Mood. | 


To 
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To which Addreſs His Majeſty was 
pleaſed to give the following molt 


gracious Anſwer, viz. 


' GEORGE R | 


518 Majeſty is very much cons 
15 f cerned to ſee, That His Granting 
7 the Patent for Coining Half-pence 
and Farthings agreeable to the | 
Practice of His Royal Predeceſ -. 
P ſors, has given ſo much Uneaſi- 3 
= neſs to the Houſe of Lords: -Þ 
And if there have been any Abuſes committed by the ia 
Patentee, His Majeſty will grve the neceſſary Orders [ 
for enquiriug into, and puniſhing thoſe Abuſes: And | 
wil do every Thing that is in His Power, for the Sa- 
tisfattion of His People. 
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To the worth AUTHOR of the 
Drapiers LET TERS, by a 
Youth of Fourteen Years of Ages 


AIL! mighty Man, whoſe unexhauſted Spring 
E Affords thee Matter on the dulleſt Thing; 
W hole piercing Pen explain'd thy puzz'ling Theme, 
Procur'd us Safety, and extoll'd your Name. 
As Thracian Orpheus by his moving Lays 
Caus'd rigid Oakito bend in former Days; 
So your prevailing Pen not only cou'd 
Pull down an Oak, but overthrow « 00D; 
Whilſt with ſuperiour m— you ſhine, 
And not the Bays alone, bur all the Groves are thine; 
You high upon th' Aenien Mountain fir, : 
Imperial Judge of everlaſting Wit, 
W hilſt we below upon thy Honours gaze, 
Like dazz'led Indians on Phæbean Rays, 
Extolling thy inimitable Name, 
W hilſt Sympatherick Rocks reſound your Fame. 
You ſoon foreſaw, but vanquiſh'd with your Style, 
Th'impending Ruin of your native Iſle. 
Thus Tally once preſerv'd the Roman State, 
When Rome had like to fall by I/ium's Fate. 


9 


( 14) 
In vain our brazen Foe expreſs'd his Gall, 
Hie loſt his Sting, and only roſe to Fall, 
Thus Fogs and Vapours in a Cloud ariſe; 
And ſoaring, dim the far-oppoſing Skies. 
But ſoon returning to their Native Earth, 
Sink in that Maſs, from whence they took their Birth, 
But thou, O!] Mortal of immortal Fame, 
Have on his Ruin built thy riſing Name: 
Alcides thus his Funeral ſurviv'd, - 3 
And, by his Conquer ing Hell, to Heaven arriv'd; 
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L ET TE RI 
To THE I! 

Shop-Kzepers, 'Tradeſmen, Farmers, | 

and Common-People of Ireland. | 


CONCERNING 


The Braſs Half-Pence 


COINED BY 


Mr. Wood, 


WITH A | | . 
'DESIGN to have them Paſs in this þF 
KINGDOM. 


W herein is ſhewn the Power of the ſaid PATENT, II 
| the Value of the HALF-LENCE, and how far e 
| very Perſon may be oblig'd to take the ſame in || 
i Payments, and how to behave in Caſe ſuch an At- 
| | tempt ſhou'd be made hy Moodor any other Perſon. 


[Very proper to be kept in every FAM ILX.] + 


E 


4 * | By M. B. Drapier. | 


Dublin: Re- printed by George Faulkner in Pem- || ; 
broke-Court, Caſtle-ſtreet, 1725. TX: 
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To the Tradeſmen, Shop-Kegepers, Farmers, 
and Common-People in General, of the 
Kingdom of IREL AND, 


_ Brethren, Friends, Countrymen and Fellow Subjefts, 


HAT I intend now to fay to 
you, is, next to your Duty to 
God, and the Care of your Sal- 


to your ſelves, and your Chil 
| dren, your Bread and Cloathing, and every com- 
mon Neceſſary of Life entirely depend upon it. 
Therefore I do moſt earneſtly exhort you as 
Men, as Chriſtians, as Parents, and as Lovers 
of your Country, to read this Paper with the ut- 
molt Attention, or get it read to you by others; 
which that you may do at the leſs Expence, L 
have ordered the Printer to ſell it at the low- 

eſt Rate. | 
It isa great Fault among you, that when a 
Perſon writes with no other Intention than y 
| 55 ag 


vation, of the greateſt Concern - 


op 4 
do you good, you will not be at the Pains to Read 
bis Advices : One Copy of this Paper may ſerve 
a Dozen of you, which will be leſs than a Far- 
thing a- piece. It is your Folly that you have no 
common or general Intereſt in your View, not 
even the Wiſeſt among you, neither do you 
know or enquire, or care who are your Friends, 
or who are your Enemies. | | 
Azhout four Years ago, a little Book was 
written, to adviſe all People to wear the Ma- 
| nufactures of this our own Dear Country: It had 
No other Deſign, ſaid nothing againſt the King 
$ or Parliament, or any Man, yet the POOR PRIN- 
TER was proſecuted two Years, with the ut- 
Moſt Violence, and even ſome WEAVERS them- 
ſelves, for whoſe Sake it was written, being 
ppon the JURY, FOUND HIM GUILTY. 
This would be enough to diſcourage any Man 
from endeavouring to do you Good, when you 
will either negle& him or fly in his Face for 
His Pajns, and when he muſt expect only Danger 
to himſelf and Loſs of Money, perhaps to his Ruin. 
However, I cannot but warn you once more 
of the manifeſt Deſtruction before your Eyes, 
if you do not behave your ſelves as you ought. 
will therefore firſt tell you the plain Story 
of the Fat; and then I will lay before you, 
how you opght to act in common Prudence, 
and according to the Laws of your Country, 
pe Fatt is thus, It having been many = 
| CE PTS. 7D WIE e $47 Tnce 
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fince COPPER HALF-PENCE or FARS 
THINGS were laſt Coined in this Kingdom, 
they have been for ſome time very ſcarce, and 
many Counterfeits paſſed about under the Name 
of RAPS, ſeveral Applications were made to 
England, that we might have Liberty to Coin 
New ones, as in former times we did; but 
they did not ſucceed. At laſt one Mr, WOOD 
a mean ordinary Man, a Hard-Ware Dealer, pro- 
cured a Patent under His MAJESTY's BROAD 

SEAL to Coin FOURSCORE AND TEN 
THOUSAND POUNDS in Copper for this King- 
dom, which Patent however did not oblige any _ 
one here to take them, unleſs they pleaſed. Now 
you muſt know, that the HALF PENCE and 
FARTHINGS in England paſs for very little 
more than they are worth. And if you ſhould 
beat them to Pieces, and ſel] them to the Bra- 
Zier you would not loſe above a Penny in a Shil- . 
ing. But Mr. WOOD made his HALF-PENCE, 
of ſuch Baſe Metal, and ſo much ſmaller than 
the Engliſh ones, that the Brazier would not give 

you above a Penny of good Money for a Shil= - 

. ling of his; ſo that this Sum of Fourſcore and , _ * 

| Ten Thouſand Pounds in good Gold and Silver, 
muſt be given for TRASH that will not be worth 
above Eight or Nine Thouſand Pounds real Value; 

But this 1s not the Worſt, for Mr, WOOD 

when he pleaſes may by Stealth ſend over ano- 

ther and another Fourſcore and Ten Thouſand Pounds 

| | 5 all 


(6) 
and buy all our Goods for Eleven Parts in Twelve, 
vader the Value. For Example, if a Hatter ſells 
a Dozen of Hatts for Five Shillings a- piece, which 
amounts to Three Pounds, and receivesthe Pay- 
ment in Mr. WOOD's Coin, he really receives 
only the Value of Five Shillings. 
Perhaps you will wonder how ſuch an ordina- 

ry Fellow as this Mr. WOOD could have fo 
much Intereſt as to get his MAJESTY's Broad 
Seal for ſo great a Sum of bad Money, to be 
ſent to this Poor Country, and that all the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry here could not obtain the ſame 
Favour, and let us make our own Hal/-perce, as 
we uſed to do. Now I will make that Matter 
very Plain. We areat a great Diſtance from 
the King's Court, and have no body there to ſoli- 
cit for us, although a great Number of Lords 
and *Squires, whoſe Eſtates are here, and are our 
Countrymen, ſpending all their Lives and For- 
tunes there. But this ſame Mr. WOOD was 
able to attend conſtantly for his own Intereſt ; he 
Kan ENGLISHMANand had GREAT 
FRIENDS, and it ſeems knew very well 
where to give Money, to thoſe that would ſpeak 
ro OTHERS that could ſpeak to the KING and 
could tell A FAIR STORY. And HIS MAJE- 
dTV, and perhaps the great Lord or Lords who 
adviſed him, might think it was for our Coun» 
try's Good; and ſo, as the Lawyers expreſs it, the 
KING was deccjved in his Grant, which often 
| | | happens 


EF | 
happens in all Reigns. And I am ſure if his 
MAJESTY knew that ſuch a Patent, if it ſhould 
take Effect according to the Deſire of Mr. 
WOOD, would utterly Ruin this Kingdom, 
which hath given ſuch great Proofs of it's Loy- 
alty, he would immediately recall it, and per- 
haps ſhew his Diſpleaſure to SOME BODY OR 
OTHER, But 4 Word to the Wiſe is enough. Moſt 
of you muſt have heard, with what Anger our 
Honourable Houſe of Commons receiv*d an Account 
of this WOOD's PATENT. There were ſe. 
veral Fine Speeches made upon it, and plain Proofs 
that it was all A. N ICKED CHEAT from the 
Bottom to the Top, and ſeveral Smart Votes were 
printed, which that fame WOOD had the aſſu- 
rance to anſwer likewiſe in Print, and in ſo con- 
fident a Way, as if he were A better Man than 
Our whole Parliament put together. 
This WOOD, as ſoon as his Patent was paſ- 

fed, or ſoon after, ſends over a great many Barrels 
of thoſe H ALF-PENCE, to Cork and other Sea- 
port Towns, and to get them off, offered an Hun- 
dred Pounds in his Coin for Seventy or Eighty in 
Silver; But the Collectors of the KING's Cuſtoms 
very honeſtly refuſed to take them, and ſo did 
almoſt every body elſe. And fince the Parlia- 
ment hath condemned them, and deſired the 
KING that they might be ſtopped, all the King- 
dom do abominate them, 


But 
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But WOOD is ſtill working under hand to 
force his HALF-PENCE upon us, and if he 
can by help of his Friends in England prevail fo 
far as to get an Order that the Commiſſioners and 
Collectors of the KING's Money ſhal} Receive 
them, and that the ARMY is to be paid with } 

them, then he thinks his Work ſhall be done : And 

this is the Diſhculty you will be under in ſucha 

Caſe. For the common Soldier when he goes 

to the Market or Ale-houfe will offer this Money, 

and if it be refuſed, perhaps he will SWAG- 

GER and HECTOR, and Threaten to Beat the 

BUTCHER or Al- Mife, or take the Goods by 
Force, and throw them the bad HALF-PENCE. ; 
In this and the like Caſes, the Shop-keeper, or 1 
Vittualer,or any other Tradeſmen has no more to do, | 

than to demand ten times the Price of his Goods 

jf it is to be paid in WOOD's Money; for 

Example, Twenty Pence of that Money for A 

QUART OF ALE, and ſo in all things elſe, and 

not part with his Goods till he gets the Money. 

For ſuppoſe you go to an ALE-HOUSE with 

that baſe Money, and the Landlord gives you a 

Quart for Four of theſe HALF-PENCE, what 

muſt the Victualer do? His BREWER will not 

be paid in that Coin, or it the BREWER ſhould 

be ſuch a Fool, the Farmers will not take it from 

them for their Bere, becauſe they are bound by 

their Leaſes to pay their Rents in Good and 

Lawfal Money of England, which this is not, 

nor 
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nor of J-elard neither, and theSquire their Landlord 
will never be ſo bewitched to take ſach Traſh 
for his Land, fo that it muſt certainly ſtop fome 
where or other, and wherever it ſtops it is the 
lame thing, and we are all undone. | 

The common weight of theſe HAL F- 
PENCFare between Four and Five to an Ounce, 
ſuppoſe Five, then three Shillings and Four 
Pence will weigh a Pound, and conſequently 
Twenty Shillings will weigh Six Pounds Butter 
Weight. Now there are many Hundred Farmers 
who pay Two Hundred Pound a Year Rents 
Therefore when one of theſe Farmers comes 
with his Half Years Rent, which is one Hun- 
dred Pound, it will be at leaſt Six Hundred 
Pound weight, which is Three Horſes Load. 

If a *Squire has a mind to come to Town ta 
buy Cloaths and Wine and Spices for himſelf 
and Family, or perhaps to paſs the Winter 
here; he mult bring with him Five or Six Hor- 
ſes loaden with Sacks as the Farmers bring their 
Corn; and when his Lady comes in her Coach 
to our Shops, it muſt be followed by a Car loaded 
with Mr, WOOD's Money, And 1 hope we 
ſhall have the Grace to take it for no more than 
it is worth. 1 

They fay *SQUIRE C——Y has Sixteen 
Thouſand Pounds a Tear, now if he ſends for his 
Kent to Town, as it is likely he does, he muſt 
have Two Hundred and Fifty Horſes to bring — 

| go 
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his Half Years Rent, and Two or Three preat 


Cellars in his Houſe for Stowage. But what the 
Bankers will do I cannot tell. For I am aſſu- 


red, that ſome great Bankers keep by them 


Forty Thouſand Pounds in ready Caſh to anſwer all 
Payments, which Sum, in Mr. WOOD's Mo— 
ney, would require Twelve Hundred Horſes to 


carry it. 


For my own Part, Tam already reſolved what 
to do; I have a pretty good Shop of Iriſh Stuffs 
and Sils, and inſtead of taking Mr. WOOD's 
bad Copper, I intend to Truck with my N-igh- 
ours the BUTCHERS, and Bakers, and Brew- 
ers, and the reſt, Goods for Goods, and the lictle 
Gold and Silver I have, I will keep by me like my 
Heart's Blood till better Times, or till lam juſt 
ready to ſtarve, and then I will buy Mr. 
WOOD's Money as my Father did the Braſs 
Money in K. IAMEs's Time, who could buy 
Ten Pound of it with a Guinea, and | hope to get 
as much for a Piſtole, and ſo purchaſe Bread from 
thoſe who will be ſuch Fools as to ſel] it me. 
Theſe HALF-PENCE, if they once paſs, will 
ſoon be COUNTERFEIT, becauſe it may be 
cheaply done, the Stuff is ſo Baſe. The DUTCH 
likewiſe will probably do the ſame thing, and 


ſend them over to us to pay for our Goods, And 


Mr. WOOD will never heat reſt but coin on : 

So that in ſome Years we ſhall have at leaſt five 

Times Fourſcore and Ten Thouſand Pounds - 

5 5 ; this 
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this Lumber, Now the Current Money of this 
Kingdom is not reckoned to be above Four Hun- 
dred Toouſand Pounds in all, and while there is a 


Silver Six-pence left theſe BLOOD-SUCKERS 
will never bequiet. 


When once the Kingdom is reduced to ſuch a 


Condition, I will tell you what muſt be the End: 


The Gentlemen of Eſtates will all turn off their Te- 
nants for want of Payment, becauſe as I told you 
before, the Tenants are obliged by their Leaſes 
to pay Sterling which is Lawful Current Mo- 


ney of Exgland, then they will turn their own 


Farmers AS TOO MANY OF THEM DO AL» 
READY, Run all into Sheep where they can, 
keeping only ſueh other C-ztle as are neceſſary, 
then they will be their own Merchants and ſend 
their Moll and Butter and Hydes and Linnen be- 
yond Sea for ready Money and Wine and Spices 


and Silks, They will keep only a few miſera- 


ble Cottiers. The Farmers muſt Rob or Beg, or 
leave their Country. The Shop-keepers in this and 
every other Town, muſt Break and Starve: For 
it is the Landedman that maintains the Merchant, 
and Shopkeeper, and Handicrafts Man. 

But when the ?<quire turns Farmer and Mer- 
chant himſelf, all the good Money he gets from 
abroad, he will hoard up to ſend for E:gland, 
and keep ſome poor Taylor or Weaver and the 
like in his own Houſe, who will be glad to get 
mes ot any Bae. = BY 
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I ſhould never have done if 1 were to tell you 
all the Miſeries that we ſhall undergo if we he 
fo Feoliſh and Wicked as to take this CURSED 
COYN. It would be very hard if all Ireland 
ſhould be put into One Scale, and this ſorry Fellow 
WOOD into the other, that Mr. WOOD ſhould 
weigh down this whole Kingdom, by which Erg- 
land gets above a Million of good Money every 
Year clear into their Pockets, and that is more 
Than the Exgliſp do by al the World beſides, 

But your great Comfort is, that as his M AFE- 
ST. Patent does not oblige you to take this 
Money, fo the Laws have not given the Crown a 
Power of forcing the Subject to take what Mo- 
ne the KING pleaſcs; For then by the ſame 
Reaſon we might be hound to take PEBBLE- 
STONES or Cockle-ſhells, or Stamped Leather for 
Current Coin, if ever we ſhould happen to live 
under an ill PRINCE, who might likewiſe by 
the ſame Power make a Guinea paſs for Ten 
Pounds, a Shillmg for Twenty Shillings, and 
o on, by which he would in a ſhortTime get all 
The Silver and Gold of the Kingdom into his 
own Hands, and leave us nothing but Braſs or 
Leuther or what he pleaſed, Neither is any 
Thing reckoned more Cruel or Oppreſſive in the 
French Government than their common Practice 
"Of calling in all their Money after they have 
unk it very low, and then coining it a New 
We 4 art fgher Yaing, wich however pad 
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the Thouſand Part ſo wicked as this abeminable 
Prijett of Mr. WOOD, For the French give 
their Subjects Silver for Silver and Gold for Gold, 
but this Fellow will not ſo much as give us good 
Braſs or Copper for our Gold and Silver, nor even 
a Twelfth Part of their Worth. 

Having ſaid this much, 1 will now go on 
to tel] you theJudgments of ſome great Lawyers in 
this Matter, whom | fec'd on purpoſe for your 
Sakes, and got their Opinions under their 
Hands, that I might be ſure 1 went upon good 
Grounds. | 

A Famous Law-Book calbd the Mirrour of 
Juſtice, diſcourſing of the Articles (or Laws ) or- 
dained by our Ancient Kings declares the Law to be 
as follows : It was ordained that no King of this 
Realm ſhould Change, Impair or Amend the Mo- 
ney or make ary other Money than of Gold or 
Silver witkout the Aſſent all the 
Counties, that is, as my Lord Coke 2 Irft. 576. 
ſays, without the Aſſent ef Parlia- 
menc, 

This Book is very Ancient, and of great Au- 
thority for the Tin e in which it was wrote, and 
with that Character is ofcen quo- 
ted by that great Lawyer my 2 Inſt. 576. 94 
LordCike. By the Laws of Eng- of 
land, and ſeveral Metals are divided into Laws - 
ful or true Metal and wlanful or falſe Metal, 
ths Former comprehends Ser or Gd; the 
8 ö 
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2 Inſt. 577. 


C14) 
Latter all Baſer Metals: That the Former is 
only to paſs in Payments ap— 
pears by an Act ot Pai liament made 
the Twentieth Vear of Edward 
the Firſt, called the Statute concerning the Paſſing 
ef Pence, which I give you here as | got it tranſ- 
lated into Engliſh for ſome of our Laws at that 
Time, were, as lam told writt in Latin: Who- 
ever in Buying or Selling preſumeth toreſuſe an Half- 
penny or Farthing of Lawful Money, bearing the 
Stamp which it ought to have, let him be ſeized on 


48 a Comemner ef the King's Majeſty, and caſt to 


Priſon. 


By this Sratute, no Perſon is to be reckoned a | 


Contemner of the King's Majeſly, and for that 
Crime to be committed to Priſon; but he who 
refuſes to accept the Ring's Coin made of Law- 
ful Metal, by which, as J obſerv'd before, Silver 
and Gold only are intended. 
That this is the true Conſtruct ion of the Act, 
appears not only from the plain 
2 Ixſt. 577. Meaning of the Words, but from 
my Lord Coke's Obſervation upon 
it. By this Act (ſays he) it appears, that no Sub- 
jc&t can be forc'd to take in Buying or Selling or 
other Payments, any Money made but of Law- 
ful Metal; that is, of Silver or Gold. 
The Law of England gives the King all 
Mines of Geld and Silver, but not the Mines 


of 
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of other Metals, the Reaſon of which Prerrgative 
or Power, as it is given by my 
Lord Coke is, becauſe Money can 2 Inf. 577. 
be made of Gold and Silver, but | 
not of other Metals. 85 
purſuant to this Opinion Half-pence and 
Farthings were anciently made of Silver, which 
is more evident from the Act of Parliament of 
Henry the 4th. Chap. 4. by which it is enacted 
as follows: Item, for the great Scarcity that is 
at preſent within the Realm of England F Half- 
pence and Farthings of Silver, it is ordainf and eſ- 
rabliſhed that the Third Part of all the Money of 
Silver Plate which ſhall be brought to the Bullion, 


ſþ ell be made in Half pence and Farthings. This 


ſhews that by the Word Half-penny and Farthing 
of Lanful Money in that Statute: concerning the 
Paſſing of Pence, are meant a ſmall Coin in Half- 
pence and Farthings of Silver. 

This is further manifeſt from the Statute 
of the Ninth Year of Edward the 3d. Chap 3. 
which enacts, That no Sterling Half. penny or 
Farthing be Molten for to make Veſſel, or any other 
thing by the Gold ſmiths, nor others, upon Forfeiture 


| of the Money ſo molten ( or melted.) 


By another Act in this King's Reign Black 
Money was not to be current in England, and by 
an Act made in the Eleventh Year of his Reign 
Chap, 5. Galley Half-pence were not to pals, 
what kind of Coin theſe were I do not * 

; ut 
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but I preſume they were made of Baſe Me- 
tal, and that theſe Acts were no New Laws, but 
further Declarations of the old Laws relating 
to the Corr, 

Thus the Lawſtands in Relation to Coin, nor 
is there any Example to the contrary, except 
one in Davis's Reports, who tells us that in the 
time of Tyrone's Rebellion Queen Elizabeth 
ordered Meney of Miæt Metal to be Coined in 
the Tower of London, and ſent over hither for 
Payment of the Army, obliging all People to 
receives and Commanding that all Silver Mo- 
ney ſhould be taken only as Bullion, that is, for es 
much as it weighed, Daris tells us ſeveral 
Particulars in this Matter too long here to trou- 
| ble you with, and that the Privy Council of this 
II Kingdom obliged a Merchant in England to re- 

ceive this mixt Money for Goods tranſmitted 
dt hither, : 

But this Proceed ing is rejected by all the beſt 
Lawyers as contrary to Law, the Privy-Council 
here having no ſuch Power. And bcſides it is 
to be conſidered, that the Queen was then under 
great Difficulties by a Rebellion in this Kingdom 
| . afliſted from Spain, and whatever is done in 
great Exigences and Dangerous Times ſhould 
never bean Example to procecd by in Seaſons 
of Peace and Ometreſs. | 
| I will now my Dear Friends to fave you the 
? Trouble, ſet before you in hort, what the Law 
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obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige 
ou to. 

N Firſt, you are oblig'd to take all Money in Pay- 

ments which is coin'd by the King and is of the 

Engliſh Standard or Weight, provided it be of 

Gold or Silver, 2 

Secondly, you are ohlig'd to take any Money 
which is not of of Gold or Silver, not only the 
Half-pence or Farthings of England or of any o- 
ther Country, and it is only for Convenience, or 
Eaſe; that you are content to take them, becauſe 
the Cuſtom of Coining Silver Half-pence and 
Farthings hath long been left off, 1 will ſuppoſe 
on Account of their being ſubject to be loſt. 

Thirdly, much leſs are we oblig'd to take 
thoſe Vile Half-pence of that fame WOOD, 
by which you muſt loſe almoſt Eleven-Pence in 
cvery Shilling. 

Therefore my Friends, ſtand to it One and 
All, refuſe this Filthy Traſh; It is no Treaſon to 
Rebel againſt Mr. WOOD, His Majeſty in his 
Patent obliges no body to take theſe Half- 
pence our Grasious Prince hath no ſo ill Adviſers 
about him; or if he had, yet you ſee the Laws 
have not left it in the King's Power, to force us 
to take any Coin but what is Lawful, of right 
Standard Gold and Silver, therefore you have no- 
thing to fear, 

And let me in the next Place apply my ſelf 
particularly to you who are the poor ſort ofTrade/- 
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men, perhaps you may think you will not be ſo 
great Lofers as the Rich, if theſe Half. pence 
ſhould paſs, becauſe you ſeldom fee any Silver, 
and your Cuſtomers come to your Shops or Stalls 
with nothing but Braſs, which you likewiſe find 
hard to be got, but you may take my Word, 
whenever this Money gains Footing among you, 
you will be utterly undone; if you carry theſe 
Half-pence to a Shop for Tobacco or Brandy, or 
any other Thing you want, the Shop-keeper will 
ad vance his Goods accordingly, or elſe he muſt 
break and leave the Rey under the Door. Do you 
think 1 will fell you a Yard of tenpenny Stuff 
for twenty of Mr. WOOD's Half-pence ? no, | 
not under Two Hundred at leaſt, neither will 
I be at the Trouble of counting, but weigh them 
in a Lump; I will tell you one Thing further, 
that if Mr. WOOD's Project ſhould take, it 
will ruin even our Beggars, For when I give a 
Beggar an half-penny, it will quench his Thirſt, 
or go a good way to fill his Belly, but the 
Twelfth Part of a Half. penny will do him no 
more ſervice than if I ſhould give him three 
Pins out of my Sleeve. | 
In ſhort thoſe Half-pence are like the accurſed 
Thing, which as theScipture tells us, the Children of 
Iſrael were forbidden to touch, they will run about like 
the Plague and deſtroy every one Who lays his Hands 
upon them. I have heard Scholars talk of a Man 
who told a King that be had invented a way to tor- 
5 ment 
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ment People by putting them into 4 Bull of Braſs 
with Fire under it, but the Prince put the Projector 
firſt into his own Brazen Bull to make the Experi- 
ment; this very much reſembles the Project of Mr. 
WOOD, and the like of this may poſſibly be Mr. 
WOO D's Fate, that the Braſs he contrived to torment 
this Kingdom with, may prove his own Torment, 
and his Deſtruction at laſt. 
N. B. The Author of this Paper is inform'd 
by Perſons who have made their Buſineſs to be 
exact in their Obſervations on the true Value of 
theſe HALF-PENCE, that any Perſon may ex- 


pect to get a Quart of Two Penny Ale for Thir- 
ty Six of them. 


I deſire all Perſons may keep this Paper care- 
fully by them to refreſh their Memories when- 
ever they ſhall have farther Notice of Mr. 
WOOD's Half-pence or any other the like 
Impoſture- bo 
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The REPORT of the Com- 
mittee of the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt Honourable Privy- 
Council, in relation to Mr. Wood's 
Half-Pence and Farthings, Cc. 


At the Council Chamber at Whitehall, the 
Twenty Fourth Day of Fuly, 1724. 


. 


1 Obedience to your Majeſty's Order of Be- 


ference, upon the ſeveral Reſolutions and 
Addreſſes of both Houſes of Parliament of 


Ireland, during their late Seſſion, the late Addreſs 
of your Majeſty's Juſtices, and Privy Council of 


that Kingdom, and the Petitions of the Coun- 


ty and City of Dublin, concerning a Patent 


granted by your Majeſty to William Wood, Eſq; 
tor the Coining and Uttering Copper Half. pence 
and Farthings in the Kingdom of J/reland, to ſuch 
Perſons as would voluntarily accept the ſame; 
and upon the Petition of the ſgid William Wood, 
concerning the ſame Coinage, the Lords of the 


Committee have taken into their . 
5 the 
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the ſaid Patent, Addreſſes, Petitions, and all 
Matters and Papers relating thereto, and have 
heard and examined all ſuch Perſons, as upon 
due and ſufficient Notice, were deſirous nd wil- 
ling to be heard upon the Subject Matter under 
their Conſideration, and have agreed upon the 
following Report, containing a true State of 
the whole Matter, as it appeared b fore them, 
with their humble Opinion, to be laid before 


your Majeſty for your Royal Conlideration and 


Determination, upon a Matter of ſuch Import- 
ance. 

The ſeveral Addreſſes to your Majeſty from 
your Subjects of Heland, contain in general Terms 
the ſtrongeſt Repreſentations of the great Ap- 
prehenſjons they were under, from the Import- 
ing and Uttering Copper Half-pence and Far- 
things in Ireland, by Virtue of the Patent grant- 
ed to Mr. Wood, which they conceived would 
prove highly. prejudicial to your Majeſty's Re- 
venue, deſtructive of the Trade and Commerce 
of the Kingdom, and of dangerous Conſequence 
to the Properties of the Subject. They repre- 
ſent, That the Patent had been obtained in a 
clandeſtine and unprecedented Manner, and by 
Notorious Miſrepreſentations of the State of 
Ireland; That if the Terms of the Patent had 
been comply'd with, this Coinage would have 
been of infinite Loſs to the Kingdom, but that 
the Patentee, under Colour of the Powers grant- 
ed to him, had Imported and a to 
5 | trer 
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Utter great Quantities of different Impreſſions, 
and of leſs Weight, than required by the Parent, 
and had been guilty of notorious Frauds and 
Deceit in Coining the ſaid Copper Money: And 
they humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that you 
would give ſuch Directions, as in your great 
iſdom you ſhould think proper, to prevent 
the fatal Effects of Uttering any Half-pence or 
Farthings by Virtue of the ſaid Patent : And 
the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, in a ſecond 
Addreſs upon this Subject, Pray, That your Ma- 
jeſty would be pleaſed to give Directions to the 
ſeveral Officers intruſted in the Receipt of jour 
Majeſty's Revenue, That they do not on any 
Pretence whatever, receive or utter any of the 
ſaid Copper Half-pence or Farthings. 

In Anſwer to the Addreſſes of the Houſes of 
Parliament of Jreland, your Majeſty was mot 
Graciouſly pleaſed to aflure them, That if a- 
* ny Abuſes had been committed by the Paten 
tee, You would give the necefſary Orders for 
* Enquiring into and puniſhing thoſe Abuſes; 
* and that your Majeſty would do every thing 
© that was in your Power, for the Satisfaction of 
your People. 

In purſuance of this your Majeſty's moſt Gra- 
cious Declaration, your Majeſty was pleaſed to 
take this Matter into your Royal Conlideration; 
and that you might be the better enabled effect- 
ally to anſwer the Expectations of your People 
of Ireland, your Majeſty was pleaſed by a wy 
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ter from Lord Carteret, one of your principal 
Secretaries of State, Dated March 10, 1723-4, 
to Signify your Pleaſure to your Lord Lieute. 
nant of Ireland, That he ſhould give DireQi- 
© ons for ſending over ſuch Papers and Witnefſ- 
es as ſhould be thought proper to ſupport the 
* Objections made againſt the Patent, and a- 
«* gainſt the Patentee, in the Execution of the 
© Powers given him by the Patent, | 
Upon the Receipt of theſe your Majeſty's Or- 
ders, the Lord Lieut. hyhis Letter of the 2oth of 
March, 1723-4, repreſented the greatDifficulry 
he found himſelf under, to comply with theſe 
your Majeſty's Orders; and by another Letter 
of the 24th of March, 1723-4, after conſult- 
ing the principal Members of both Houſes, 
* who were immediately in your Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, and of the Privy Council, acquainted 
your Majeſty, That none of them would take 
upon them to adviſe, how any material Per- 
* ſons or Papers might be ſent over on this Oc- 
© caſjon ; but they all ſeem'd apprehenſive of the 
© jill Temper ary Miſcarriage, in a Tryal, upon 
* Scire Facias brought againſt the Patentee, might 
* occaſion in both Houſes, if the Evidence were 
© not laid as full before a Jury, as it was before 
them, and did therefore, a ſecond Time, de- 
cline ſending over any Perſons, Papers or Mate- 
rials whatſoever, to ſupport this Charge brought 
againſt your Majeſty's Patent and the Patentee. 


As 
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As this Proceeding ſeem'd very extraordinary, 
that in a Matter that had raiſed ſo great and 
univerſal a Clamour in Ireland, no one Perſon 
could be prevailed upon to come over from Ve- 
land, in Support of the United Senſe of both 


. Houſes of Parliament of Ireland ; That no Pa- 


pers, no Materials, no Evidence whatſoever of 
the Miſchiefs ariſing from this Patent, or of 
the notorious Frauds and Deceit committed in 
the Execution of it, could now be had, to give 


your Majeſty Satisfaction herein; your Maje- 
“ ſty however, deſirous to give your People of 


© Treland all poſſible Satisfaction, but ſenſible 
© that you cannot in any Caſe proceed againſt a- 


© ny of the meaneſt of your Subjects, but ac- 


c cording to the known Rules and Maxims of 


© Law and Juſtice,” repeated your Orders to your 
| Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, that by Perſwaſion 


and making proper Allowances for their Ex— 
pences, new Endeavours might be uſed to pro- 
cure and fend over ſuch Witneſſes as Mould be 
thought Material ro make good the Charge a- 
gainſt the Patent. 

In Anſwer to theſe Orders, the Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland acquaints your Majeſty, by his 
Letter of the 23d of April to one of your prin- 
cipal Sccretaries of State, That in Order to o- 
bey your Majeſty's Commands as far as poſſibly 
© he could, at a Meeting with the Lord Chancel- 
© lor, the Chief Judges, your Majeſty's Attorney and 

* Solicitor 
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e Follicitor General, he had earneſtly deſired their | 
© Advice and Aſſiſtance, to enable him to ſend |} 
© over ſuch Witneſſes as might be neceſſary to 
© ſupport the charge againſt Mr. Wood's Patent, 
© and the Execution of it : The reſult of this 
© Meeting was ſuch, that the Lord Lieutenant 
© could not reap the leaſt Advantage or Aſſiſtance 
© from ir, every one being ſo guarded with cau- 
© tion, againſt giving any Advice or Opinion in 
this Matter of State, apprehending great Dan- 
© ger to themſelves from meddling in it. 
The Lords of the Committee think it very 
ſtrange, that there ſhould be ſuch great Difficul- 
ty in prevailing with Perſons, who had already 
given their Evidence before the Parliament of 
Ireland, to come over and give the ſame Evi- 
dence here, and eſpecially, that the chief Dif- 
ficulty ſhould*ariſe, from a general Apprehenſion of 
a Mſcarriage, in an Enquiry before your Ma- 
jeſty, or in a proceeding by due Courſe of Law, 
in a Caſe, where both Houſes of Parliament had | 
declared themſelves ſo fully convinced, and ſa- 
tisfied upon Evidence, and Examinations taken | 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner. | | 
At the ſame time that your Majeſty ſent your 
Orders to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to 
ſend over ſuch Eyidences as were thought Mate- 
rial to ſupport the Charge againſt the Patent, | 
that your Majeſty might, without any further 
Loſs of Time that was abſolutely neceſſary, be | 
D | as 
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ay fully informed as was poſſible, and that the 
Abuſes and Frauds alledged to be committed by 
the Patenter, in executing the Powers granted to 
him, might be fully and ſtrictly enquired into, 
and examined, your Majeſty was pleaſed to or- 
der that an Aſſay ſhould be made of the Fine- 
nefs, Value, and Weight of this Copper Money, 
and the Goodneſs thereof, compared with the 
former Coinages of Copper Money for Ireland, 

and the Copper Money coined in your Majeſty's 
Mint in England; and it was accordingly refer- 
red to Sir Iſaac Newton, Edward Southwell, and 
Jem W Eſqs. to make the ſaid Aſſay and 
Tryal. 

By the Reports made of this Aſſay, which are 
hereunto annexed, it appears, That the Pix 
of the Copper Monies coined at Briſtol by Mr. 
© Weed for Ireland, containing the Tryal Pieces, 
© which was ſealed and locked up at che Time of 
© Coming, was opened at your Majeſty's Mint 
at the Tower; that the Comptroller's Account 
© of the Qnaatities of Half. pence and Farthings 
* coined, agreed with Mr. Wood's Account, 
* amounting to 59 Tons, 3 Hundred, 1 Quarter, 
© tx Pounds, and 4 Ounces; That by the Speci- 
© meas of this Coinage, which had from time to 
© time been taken from the ſeveral parcels coin'd, 
and ſealed up in Papers, and put into the Pix, 
« 60 Half-pence weighed 14 Ounces Troy, and 
© 18 Pcnny Weight, which is about a _—__ 
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© of an Ounce above one Pound Weight Aver- 
© dupois; and 30 Farthings weighed 3 Ounces 
© and 3 quarters of an Ounce Troy, and 46 
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Grains, which is alſo above the Weight re- 
quired by the Patent. It alſo appears, that 
both Half. pence and Farthings when heated 
red hot ſpread thin under the Hammer without 
cracking; that the Copper of which Mr, 
Wood's Coinage is made, is of the ſame Goodneſs 
and Value with the Copper of which the Cop- 
per Money is coined in your Majeſty's Mint for 


England, and worth in the Market about 13 


Pence per Pound Weight Averd upois; That a 
Pound of Copper wrought into Bars or Fillets, 
and made fit for Coinage, before brought into 
the Mint at the Tower of London, is worth 18 
Pence per Pound, and always coſt as much, 
and is coined into 23 Pence of Copper Money 
by Tale, for England; It likewiſe appears, 
that the Half-pence and Farthings coined by 
Mr. Wood, when compared with the Copper 
Money coined for Ireland, in the Reigns of 
King Charles II. King James II. and King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, conſiderably exceeds 
them all in Weight, very far exceeds them all 
in Goodneſs, Fineneſs, and Value of the Cop- 
per, none of them bearing the Fire ſo well, 
not being maleable, waſting very much in the 
Fire, and great part of them burning into Cin- 
der of little or no Value at all; Specimens of 
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* all which, as likewiſe of Mr. Wood's Copper 
* Money upon Tryals and Aſſays made by Sir 
* Iſaac Newton, Mr. fouthwell, and Mr. Scrope, 
were laid before this Committee for their In- 
© formation, 

The Lords of the Committee beg leave upon 
this Article of the Complaint, That notorious 
Frauds and Deceits had been committed by the 
Patentee, in executing the Powers granted him, 
to obſerve to your Majeſty, That this is a Fact 
expreſly charged upon the Patentee, and if it 
had in any Manner been proved, it might have 
enabled your Majeſty, by due Courſe of Law, 
to have given the Satisfaction to your People of 
Jreland, that has been ſo much inſiſted upon; 
hut as it is now above four Months ſince your Ma- 
zeſty was pleaſed to ſend over to Ireland for ſuch 
Evidence, as might prove a Fact alledged to be 
ſo notorious, and no Evidence at all has been as 
yet tranſmitted, nor the leaſt expectation given 
of any that may hereafter be obtained, and t he 
Tryals and Aſſays that have been taken of the 
Half-pence, and Farthings coined by Mr. Mood 
proving ſo unqueſtionably the Weight, Good- 
neſs and Fineneſs of the Copper Money coined 
rather exceeding the conditions of the Patent, 
than being any way defective, the Lords of the 
Committee cannot adviſe your Majeſty, by a 
Writ of Scire Facias, or any other Manner to 
endeavour yacating the laid Patent, when there 
3 | is 
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is no Probability of ſucceſs in ſuch an Under- 
taking. IM 


As theſe Tryals and Aſſays fully ſhew that the 


Patentee hath ated fairly according to the 
Terms and Conditions of his Patent, ſo they evi- 


dently prove, that the Care and Caution made 


uſe of in this Patent, by proper Conditions, 
Checks, and Comptroles, have effect ually pro- 
vided, that the Copper- Money coined for Ireland 
by virtue of this Patent, ſhould far exceed the 


like Coinages for Ireland, in the Reigns of your 


Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors. 
And that your Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors 
have exerciſed this undoubted Prerogative of 


granting to private Perſons the Power and Pri- 


vilege of coining Copper Half-pence and Far- 
things for the Kingdom of Ireland, was proved 
to this Committee by ſeveral Precedents of ſuch 
Patents granted to private Perſons by King Charles 
Il. and King James II. none of which were equal- 
ly beneficial to your Kingdom of Ireland, nor ſo 
well guarded with proper Covenants and Con- 
ditions for the due Execution of the Powers there- 
by granted, altho' the Power and Validity of 
thoſe Patents and a due Compliance with them, 
was never in any one Inſtance, till this time, 
diſputed or controverted, IO 

By theſe former Patents, the ſole Power of 
coining Copper Money for Ireland, was granted 
to the Patentees for the Term of 21 Tears, to be 
8 8 | | coined 
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coined in fuch Place as they fhould think conve- 
nient, and ſuch Quantities as they could convenient- 
Iy iſſue within the Term of 21 Years, without any 
Reitriction of the Quantity to be coined within 
the whole Term, or any proviſion of a certain 
Quantity, only to be coined annually to prevent 
the ill Conſequences of too great a Quantity to 
be poured in at once, at the Will and Pleaſure 
of the Patentees; no proviſion was made for the 
Goodneſs and Fineneſs of the Copper, no Comp- 
troller appointed to Inſpect the Copper in Bars 
and Fillets, before coined, and take conſtant 
| Aſſays of the Money when coined, and the 
power of iſſuing not limited to ſuch as would ve- 
luntarily accept the ſame but by the Patent 
granted to John Knox, the Money coined by Vir- 
tue of that Patent, is made and declared to be the 
current Coin of the Kinodsm of Ireland, and a 
pound Weight of Copper was allowed to be 
coined into 2 Shillings and 8 Pence, and what- 
ever Quantity ſhould be coined, a Rent of 161. 
per Annum only was reſerved to the Crown, and 
700 Tons of Copper were computed to be coin- 
ed within the 21 Years, without any Complaint. 

The Term granted to Mr. Mood for coining 
Copper Money is for Fourteen Years only, the 
Quantity for the whole Term limitted to 360 
Tons, 100 Tun only to he iſſued within one 
Year, and 20 Tons each Year for the Thirtcen 
remaining Years; a Comptroller is appointed vy 
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the Authority of the Crown to Inſpeft, Comps 
trole, and Aſſay the Copper, as well not coined 
as coined ; the Copper to be fine Brit:ſh Copper, 
caſt into Bars or Fillets, which when heated 
red hot would ſpread thin under the Hammer; 
a Pound Weight to be coined into Two Shillings 
and Six Pence, and without any Compulſion or Cur- 
rency inforced, to be receiv'd by ſuch only as would 
voluntarily and willfully accept the ſame ;, a Rent of 
800 l. per Annum is teſerved unto your Majeſty, 


and 200 l. per Anuum to your Majeſty's Clerk 
Comptroller, to be paid annually by the Paten- 


tee, for the full Term of the Fourteen Years, 
which for Thirteen Years when 20 Tons of Co 

per only are coined, is not inconſiderable; theſe 
great and eſſential Differences in the ſeveral Pa- 
tents, that have been granted for coining Cope 
per Money for the Kingdom of Ireland, ſeemed 
ſufficiently to juſtify the Care and Caution that 
was uſed in granting the Letters Patent to Mr. 
Wood. | 
It has been further repreſented to your Majeſty, 
That theſe Letters Patent were obtain'd by Mr. 
Mood in a clandeſtine and unprecedented Man- 
ner, and by groſs Miſrepreſentations of the State 
of the Kingdom of Ireland. Upon enquiring. 
into this Fact it appears, That the Petition of 
Mr. Wood for obtaining this Coinage, was pre- 
ſented to your Majeſty at the Time that ſeveral 
other Petitions and Applications were made to 


your 


*: 
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your Majeſty, for the ſame Purpoſe, by ſundry 


Perſons, well acquainted and converſant with 


the Affairs of Ireland, ſetting forth the great 
Want of ſmall Money and Change in all the com- 


mon and lower Parts of Traffick, and Buſineſs 


throughout the Kingdom, and the Terms of Mr. 


Wood's Petition ſeeming to your Majeſty moſt 


reaſonable, thereupon a Draught of a Warrant 
directing a Grant of ſuch Coinage to be made tc 
Mr. Wood, was then referr'd to your Majeſty's 
then Attorney and Sollicitor General of England, 
to Conſider and Report their Opinion to your 
Majeſty ; Sir 1ſaac Newton, as the Committee is 
informed was Conſulted in all the Steps of ſet- 


tling and adjuſting the Terms and Conditions of 


the Patent; and after mature Deliberation, your 
Majeſty's Warrant was ſign'd, directing an In- 
denture in ſuch Manner as is practiſed in your 
Majeſty's Mint in the Tower of London, for the 
Coining of Gold and Silver Monies, to paſs the 
Great Seal of Great-Britain, which was carried 
through all the uſual Forms and Offices without 


Haſte or Precipitation, That the Committee can- 


Not diſcover the leaſt Pretence to fay, this Patent 
was paſo'd or obtained in a clandeſtine or unpre- 
cedented Manner, unleſs it is to be underſtood, 
that your Majeſty*s granting a Liberty of Coin- 
ing Copper Money for Irelzna, under the Great 


Seal of Great- Britain, without referring the Con- 


fideration thercot to the principal Officers of 
| Ireland 
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Ireland, is the Grievance and Miſchief complain: 


ed of. Upon this Head it muſt be admitted, 


that Letters Patents under the Great Seal of Great- 


Britain for coining Copper Money for Ireland, are 
Legal and Obligatory, a juſt and reaſonable Ex- 
erciſe of your Majeſty's Royal Prerogative, and 
in no Manner derogatory, or invaſive, of any Li- 
berties or Privileges of your Subjects of Ireland: 
When any Matter or Thing is tranſaQing that 
concerns or may Affect your Kingdom of re- 
land, if your Majeſty has any Doubts concerns 
ing the ſame, or ſees juſt Cauſe for conſidering 
your Offices of Ireland, your Majeſty is fre- 
quently pleaſed to refer ſuch Conſiderations to 
your chief Governaurs of Ireland, but the Lords 
of the Committee hope it will not be aſſerted, 
that any legal Orders or Reſolutions of your Ma- 
jeſty can or ought to be called in Queſtion or in- 
validated, becauſe the Advice or Conſent of your 
chief Governours of that Kingdom was not pre- 
viouſly had upon them: The Precedents are 
many, wherein Gaſes of great Importance ta 
Ireland, and that immediately affected the Inte- 
reſts of that Kingdom, Warrants, Orders, and 

Directions, by the Authority of your Majeſty 
and your Royal Predeceſlors, have been iſſued 


under the Royal Sign Manual, without any pre- 


vious Reference or Advice of your Officers of 
Ireland, which have always had their due Force, 
and haye been punctually comply'd with and o- 

E beyed. 
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beyed, And as it cannot be diſputed but this 
Patent might legally and properly paſs under the 
Great Seal of Great - Britain, ſo their Lordſhips 
eannot find any Precedents of References to the 
Officers of Ireland, of what paſſed under the 
Great Seal of England; on the contrary, there 
ate Precedents of Patents paſſed under the Great 
Seal of Ireland, where in all the previous Steps, 
the References were made to the Officers of 
England. | N 
By the Miſrepreſentation of the State of Ve- 
land, in order to obtain this Patent, it is preſu- 
med, is meant, That the Information given to 
your Majeſty of the great Want of ſmall Money, 
make ſmall Payments, was groundleſs, and that 
there is no ſuch Want of ſmall Money: The 
Lords of the Committee enquired very particu- 
Hrly into this Article, and Mr. Wood produced 
Fveral Witneſſes, that directly aſſerted the great 
Want of ſmall Money for Change, and the great 
Damage thatRetailers and Manufacturers ſuffered 
for Want of ſuch Copper Money. Evidence 
ras given, That conſiderable Manufacturers have 
n obliged to give Tallies or Tokens in Cards, 
fo their Workmen for Want of ſmall Money, 
upon the Back, to be afterwards exchang- 
ed for larger Money: That a Premium was oft- 
en given to obtain ſmall Money for neceſſary Oc- 
ca ſious: Several Letters from Ireland to Correſ- 
pondents in England were read, complaining of 
| | tne 


_ CO ”— 


(35) 
the want of Copper Money, and expreſſing the 
great Demand there was for this Money. | 
The great want of ſmall] Money was further 
proved by the common Uſe of Raps, a counter- 
feit Coin of ſuch baſe Mettal, that what paſles 


for a Half-penny, is not worth half a Farthing, 


which Raps appeared to have obtained a Cur- 
rency out of Neceſſity and for want of better 


. ſmall Money to make Change with, and by the 


beſt Accounts, the Lords of the Committee have 


Reaſon to believe, That there can be no doubt, 


that there is a real Want of ſmall Money ig 
Ireland, which ſeems to be ſo far admitted on all 
Hands, that there does not appear to have heen 
any Miſrepreſentation of the State of Jreland in 
this Reſpect. | 
In the ſecond Addreſs from the Houſe of Com- 
mons to your Majeſty, They moſt humbly be- 
ſeech your Majeſty, that you will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give Directions to the ſeveral Officers 
intraſted with the Receipt of your Majeſty's Re- 
venue, that they do not on any Pretence what- 
ſoever, receive or utter ſuch Half. pence or Far- 
things, and Mr. Wood in his Petition to your 


Majeſty, complains, that the Officers of your 


Majeſty's Revenue had already given ſuch Orders 
to all the inferior Officers not to receive any of 
this Coin, 1 
Your Majeſty, by your Patent under the Great 
Seal of Great- Britain, Wills, Requires and WN 
man 
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mands your * Lieutenant, Deputy, or other Chief 


Governour or Governours of your Kingdom of 
Ireland, and all other Officers and Miniſters of 
your Majeſty, your Heirs and Succeſſors in 
England, Jreland or elſewhere, to be aidirg and 
aſſiſting te the ſaid William Wood, his Execu— 
tors, &c. in the Execution of all or any the 
Powers, Authorities, Directions, Matters or 
Things to be executed by him or them, or for 
his or their Benefit and Advantage, by Virtue, 
and in Purſuance of the ſaid Indentures, in all 


Things as becometh, &c, And if the Officers 
of the Revenue have, upon their own Authority, 
given any Orders, Directions, Significations, or 
Intimations, to hinder or obſtruct the receiving 
and uttering the Copper Money coined and im- 
Ported, purſnant to your Majeſty's Letters Pa- 
tent, this cannot but be looked upon as a very 
extraordinary Proc c:eding. = | 


In another Paragraph of the Patent your Ma- 


jeſty has covenanted and granted unto the ſaid 
William Wood, his Executors, GG. That upon 


performance of Covenants, on his and their 
Parts, he and they ſhall peaceably, and quietly, 
have, hold, and enjoy all the Powers, Authort- 
ties, Privileges, Licences, Profits, Advanta- 
ges and all other Matters and Things thereby 
granted, without any Let, Suit, Trouble, Mo— 
le tation er Denial of your Majeſiy, your Heirs 
or Succeſſors, or , or by any ef your or their Of- 
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© ficers or Miniſters, or any Perſon or Perſons. &c. 
This being ſo expreſly granted and covenanted 
by your Majeſty, and thereappearing no Failure, 
Non-Performance, or Breach of Covenants, on 
the Part of the Patentee, the Lords of the 
Committee cannot adviſe your Majzſty to give 
Directions to the Officers of the Revenue, not 
to receive or utter any of the ſaid Copper Half- 
pence or Farthings as has been deſired. 

Mr. Wood having been heard by his Council, 
produced his ſeveral Witneſſes, all the Papers 
and Precedents, which he thought Material, 
having been read ard Conſidered, and having as 
he conceived, fully vindicated both the Patent, 
and the Execution thereof. For his further 
Juſtification, and to clear himſelf from the Im- 
putation of attempting to make to himſelf any 
unreaſonable Profit or Advantage, and to en- 
rich himſelf at the Expence of the Kingdom of 
Tel and, by endeavouring to impoſe» upon them, 
and utter a greater Quantity of Copper Money, 
than the neceſſary Occaſions of the People ſhall 
require, and can eaſily take off, delivered a Pro- 
poſal in Writing, ſigned by himſelf, which is 
hereuntoannexed, and Mr. Med having by the 
laid Letters Patent, * covenanted, granted, and 
* promiſed to, and with“ your Majeſty, your 
* Heirs and Succeſſors, that he ſhall and will 
from time totime in the making the ſaid Cop- 
per Farthings and Half-pence in Exgland, and 


Lin 
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. In tranſportiog the ſame frem time to time to 
„ Veland, and in uttering, vending, diſpoſing 
and difperſing the fame there, and in all his 
* Doings and Accounts concerning the ſame, 
ſubmit himſelf to the Inſpection, Examination, 
* order and Comptrol of your Majeſty and your 
* Commiſſioners of the Treaſury or High Trea- 
* ſarer for the time being; the Lords of the 
Committee are of Opinion, that your Majeſty 
upon this Voluntary Offer and Propoſal of Mr. 
Wood, may give proper Orders and Directions 
for the Execution and due Performance of ſuch 
Partsof the ſaid Propoſal, as ſhall be judged moſt 
for the Intereſt and Accommodation of your 
Subjects of Jreland : In the mean time, it not 
appearing to their Lordſhips that Mr. Wood has 
one or committed any Act or Deed, that may 
tend to invalidate, or make void his Letters Pa- 
tent, or to forfeit the Privileges and Advantages 
thereby granted to him by your Majeſty ; It is 
but juſt and reaſonable, that your Majeſty 
ſhould immediately fend Orders to your Com- 
- miſſioners of the Revenue, and all other your 
Officers in Ireland, to revoke all Orders, Direc- 
tions, Significations, or Intimations whatſoever, 
that may have been given by them, or any of 
them, to hinder or obſtruct the receiving and 
uttering this Copper Money, and that the Halt- 
pence and Parthings already coined by Mr. Vood, 
amounting to about 19000!, and ſuch further 
fo Quantity 


: >» ne 
Quantity as ſhall make up the ſaid x7000l. o 


400. be ſuffered and permitted withoue 


© any Lett, Suit, Trouble, Moleſtation, or De- 
c nial of any of your Majeſty's Officers or Mini- 
© ſters whatſoever, to Paſs, and be received as 
© Current Money by ſuch as ſhall be willing to 
© receive the ſame At the ſame time, it may 
be advifeable for your Majeſty, to give the pro- 
per Orders, that Mr. Wood ſhall not Coin, Im- 
port into Jreland, utter or diſpoſe of any more 
Copper Half-pence or Farthings, than to the 
amount of 400001. according to his own Propo- 


ſal, without your Majeſty's ſpecial Licence or 


Authority, to be had for that purpoſe; and if 


your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to Order, that Mr. 


Wood's Propoſal, delivered to the Lords of the 
Committee, ſhall be tranſmitted to your Ma- 
jeſty's Chief Governour, Deputies, or other 
your Miniſters, or Officers in Jreland, it will 
give them a proper Opportunity to conſider, 
Whether, after the Reduction of 360 Tons of 


Copper, being in value 1008001. to 142 Tons, 


17 Hundred, 16 Pounds being in Value 40, ooo l. 
only, any thing can be done for the further Sa- 
tisfaction of the People of Ireland. | 
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A LETTER to Mr. Harding 
the Printer, upon Occaſion of a 
PARAGRAPH in his News-Pa- 


per of Aug. 1ſt. 1724, relating 
to Mr. Hood Halt-Pence. 


$1.8 | 
N your News-Letter of the 1ſt. Inſtant there 
1 is a Paragraph Dated from London, July 25th. 
relating to Mooa's Half. pence; whereby it 
is plain what | foretold in my Letter to the Shop- 
keepers, &c. that this vile Fellow would never be 
at Reſt, and that the Danger of our Ruin ap- 
proaches nearer, and therefore the Kingdom re- 
quires NEW and FRESH WARNING, howe- 
ver 1 take that Paragraph to be, in a great Mea- 
ſure, an Impoſition upon the Publick, at leaſt 1 
hope ſo, becauſe I am informed that Wood is ge- 
nerally his own News Writer, I cannot but 
obſerve from that Paragraph that this Publick 
Enemy of ours, not ſatisſied to Ruin us with his 
Traſh, takes every Occaſion to treat this or 
| om 


(4!) 
dom with the utmoſt Contempt. He Repres 
ſents Several of our Merchants and Traders upon Ex- 
amination before a Committee of 4 Council, agreeing 


that there was the utmoſt Neceſſity of Copper- Money 


here, before his Patent, ſo that ſeveral Gentlemen 
have been forced to Talley with their Workmen, and 
pive them Bits of Cards Sealed and Subſcribed with 
their Names. What then? If a Phyſician pre- 
ſcribe to a Patient a Dram of Phylick, ſhall a 
Raſcal Apothecary Cram him with a Pound, and 
mix it up with Poyſon? And is not a Landlord's 
Hand and Seal to his own Labourers a better 
Security for Five or Ten Shillings, than Wood's 
Braſs Seven Times below the Real Value, can be 
to the Kingdom, for an Hundred and Four 

Thouſand Pounds? N 
But who are theſe Merchants and Traders of 
Ireland that make this Report of the utmoſt Ne- 
ceſſity we are under of Copper- Money? They are 
only a few Betrayers of their Country, Confe- 
derates with Wooa, from whom they are to pur- 
chaſe a great Quantity of his Coyn, perhaps at 
half Value, and Vend it among us to the Ruin of 
the Publick, and their own private Advantage. 
Are not theſe excellent Witneſſes, upon whoſe 
Integrity the Fate of a Kindom muſt depend, 
who are Evidences in their own Cauſe, and Sha. 

rers in this Work of Iniquity ? | | 
If we could have deſerved the Liberty of 
Coyning for our ſelves, as we formerly did, and 
: Ty 
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why we have not is every Body's Wonder as well as 


mine. Ten thouſand Pounds might have been 


Coyned here in Dublin of only one Fifth below 
the Intrinſick Value, and this Sum, with the 
Stock of Half-pence we then had, would have 
been ſufficient : But Wood by his Emiſlaries, E- 
nemies to God and this Kingdom, hath taken 
Care to Buy up as many of our old Half-pence 
as he could, and from thence the preſent Want 
of Change ariſes; to remove which, by Mr. 
Wored's Remedy, would be, to Cure a Scratch 
on the Finger by Cutting off the Arm. But 
ſappoſing there were not one Farthing of Change 
in the whole Nation, I will maintain, that Five 
and Twenty Thouſand Pounds would be a Sum 
fully ſufficient to anſwer all our Occaſions. Iam 
no inconſiderable Shop-Keeper in this Town, ! 
havedifcourſed with feveral of my own and other 
Trades, with many Gentlemen both of City and 
Country, and alſo with great Numbers of Far- 
mers, Cottagers, and Labourers, who all agree 
that two Shillings in Change for every Family 
won'd be more than neceſſary in all Dealings. 
Now by the largeſt Computation (even before 
that grievous Diſcouragement of Agriculture, 
which hath ſo much leſſened our Numbers) the 
Souls in this Kingdom are computed to be One 
Million and a half, which, allowing but Six to a 
Family, makes Two hundred and Fifty thoufand 


Families, and. confequently Two Shillings 3 
eac 
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each Family will amount only to Five and Twen⸗ 
ty thouſand Pounds, whereas this Honeſt Liberal 
Hard-ware-Man Wood, would impoſe upon us a. 
bove Four Times that Sum. 

Your Paragraph relates further, that Sir 1ſaac 
Newton Reported an Aſſay taken at the Tower, of 
Wood's Metal, by which it appears, that Mood 
had in all Reſpects performed his Contract. His 


Contract! With whom? Was it with the Par- 


liament or People of Ireland ? Are not they to 
be the Purchaſers ? But they Deteſt, Abhor, and 
Reject it, as Corrupt, Fraudulent, mingled with 
Dirt and Traſh. Upon which he grows Angry, 
goes to Law, and will impoſe his Goods upon 
us by Force. | 

But your News-Letter ſays that an 4ſay was 
made of the Coyn. How impudent and inſup- 
portable is this? Wood takes Care to Cope a 

| 


| Dozen or Two Half-pence of good Metal, ſends 


them to the Tower and they are approved, and 
theſe muſt anſwer all that he hath already Coy» 
ned or ſhall Coyn for the future. It is true in- 
deed, that a Gentleman often ſends to my Shop 
for a Pattern of Stuff, I cut it fairly off, and if he 
likes it, he comes or ſends and compares the 
Pattern with the whole Piece, and probably we 
come to a Bargain, But if I were to Buy an 
Hundred Sheep, and the Grazier ſhould 'bring 
me one ſingle Weather fat -and well Fleeced by 


Way of Pater, and expect the {ame Price round 
for 
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for the whole Hundred, without ſuffering me to 
ſee them before he was payed, or giving me good 
Security to reſtore my Money for thoſe that were 
Lean or Shorn or Scabby, I would be none of his 
Cuſtomer. I have heard of a Man who had a 
Mind to Sell his Houſe, and therefore carried a 
Piece of Brick in his Pocket, which he ſhewed as 
a Pattern to encourage Purchaſers; And this is 
directly the Cafe in Point with Mr, Wood's AS- 
The next Part of the Paragraph contains Mr. 
Wood's voluntary Propoſals for preventing any fu- | 
ture Object ions or Aprpehenſions. Ke. | 
His firſt Propoſal is, that whereas he hath al- 
ready Coyned Scventeen thouſand Pounds, and has 
Copper prepared to make it up Forty thouſand 
Pounds, he will be content to Coyn no more, unleſs the 
EMO ENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE II, though 
bis Patent empowers him to Coyn a far greater Quan- 
tit 0 d : a * ; 
To which if 1 were to Anſwer it ſhould be 
thus: Let Mr. Wood and his Crew of Founders 
and Tinters Coyn on till there is not an old Kettle 
left in the Kingdom, let them Coyn old Leather, 
Tobacco-pipe Clay, or the Dirt in the Streets, 
and call their Trumpery by what Name they - 
pleaſe from a Guinea to a Farthing, we are not 
under any Concern to know how he and his 
Tribe or Accomplices think fit to employ them- 
ſelves. But I hope and tryſt, that we are all 5 a 
go! f 7 \ an 
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Man fully determined to have nothing to do with 
him or his Ware. 

The King has given him a Patent to Coyn 
Half. pence, but hath not obliged us to take 
them, and I have already ſhewn in my Letter to 
the Shop- Keepers, &c. that the Law hath not left 
it. in the Power of the Prerogative to compel the 
Subject to take any Money, beſide Gold and Sil- 
yer of the Right Sterling and Standard. 

Mood further propoſes, (if I underſtand-him 
right, for his Expreſſions are Dubious) that he 
will not Coyn above Fourty Thouſand Pounds unleſs 
THE EXIGENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE 
IT: Firſt, I obſerve that this Sum of Forty 
Thouſand Pounds is almoſt double to what I pro- 
ved to be ſufficient for the whole Kingdom, al- 
though we had not one of our old Half-pence 
left. Again Iask, who is to be Judge when the 
EKIGENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE IT? 
Without Doubt he means himſelf, for as to us of 


this poor Kingdom, who muſt be utterly Rui- 


ned if his Project ſhould ſucceed, we were ne- 
ver Once conſulted til) the Matter was over, and 
he will Judge of our EXIGENCES by his own; 
neither will theſe be ever at an End till he and his 
Accomplices will think they have enough; And 
it now appears that he will not be content with 
all our Gold and Silver, but intends to Buy up 
pur Goods and Manufactures with the ſame Coyn. 


—— — 
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I ſhall not enter into Examination of the Pri- 


ces for which he now propoſes to Sell his Half- 
pence or what he calls his Copper, by the Pound ; 
I have ſaid enongh of it in my former Letter, 


r ad — — 


and it hath likewiſe been con ſidered by others. 


It is certain that by his own firſt Computation, 
we were to pay Three Shillings for what was in- 


trinſically worth but One, although it had been 


of the true Weight and Standard for which he 
pretended to have Contracted ; but there is ſo 
great a Difference both in Weight and Badneſs 
in ſeyeral of his Coyns that ſome of them have 
been Nine in Ten below the Intrinſick Value, 
and moſt of them Six or Seven. 


His laſt Propoſal being of a peculiar Strain and 


ger'd, both on Account of the Mttaer and the 
le. It is as follows. 

Lafily, in Conſideration of the direful Apprehen- 
frons which prevail in Ireland, that Mr. Wood will 
by ſuch Coynage drain them of their Gold and Silver, 
be propoſes to take their Manufactures in exchange, 
and that no Perſon be OBLIGED to receive more than 
Five pence Half-penny at one payment. 
pff, Obierbe this lirthe Impudent Hardware 
Man turning into ridicule the Direful Apprehen- 
ens of a whole Kingdom, priding himſelf as the 
Cauſe of them, and daring to preſcribe what no 
King of England ever attempted, how far a 
whole Nation ſhall be obliged to take * 

on. 


Nature, deſerves to be very particularly conſi- 


C 
Coin. And he has Reaſon to Inſult; for ſure 
there was never an Example in Hiſtory, of a 
great Kingdom kept in Awe for above a Year in 
daily Dread of utter Deſtruction, not by a pow- 
erful Invader at the Head of Twenty thouſand 
Men, *not by a Plague or a Famine, not by a Ty- 
rannical Prince (for we never had one more Gra- 
cious) or a corrupt Adminiſtration, but by one 
ſingle, diminutive, Inſignificant, Mechanick. 
But togo on. To Remove our DIREFUL 
APPREHENSIONS that he will Drain us of our 
Gold and Silver by his Coinage: This little Arbi- 
trary Mock- Monarch moſt Graciouſly offers to 
take our Manuf cturet in Exchange. Are our 
Iriſh Underſtandings indeed ſo low in his Opini- 
on ? Is not this the very Miſery we complain of? 
That his curſed Project will put us under the 
Neceſſity of Selling our Goods for what is equal 
to Nothing. How would ſuch a Propoſal Sound 
from France or Spain or any other Country we 
deal with, if they ſhould offer to deal with us 
only upon this Condition, that we ſhould take 
their Money at Ten Times higher than the in- 
trinſick Value? Does Mr. Wood think, for In- 
ſtance, that we will Sell him a Stone of Wool 
for a Parcel of his Counters not worth Six-pence, 
when we can ſend it to England and receive as 
many Shillings in Gold and Silver ? Surely there 


was never heard ſuch a Compound of Impudence, 
Villany and Folly, ; 
His 


—_ Te}. 1: 
His Propoſals Conclude with perfect High- 
Treaſomm. He promiſes, that no Perſon ſhall be 
OBLIGED to receive more than Five-pence 
Half-penny of his Coyn in one Payment; By 
which it is plain, that he pretends to OBLIGE 
every Subject in this Kingdom to take ſo much in 
every Payment, if it be offered; whereas his 
Patent Obliges no Man, nor can the Prerogative 
by Law claim ſuch a Power, as I have often ob- 
ſerved ; ſo that here Mr. Wood takes upon him 
the Entire Legiſlature, and an abſolute Domini- 

on over the Properties of the whole Nation. 
Good God! Who are this Wretch's Adviſers ? 
Who are his Support ers, Abbettors, Encourager s, 
or Sharers? Mr. Mood will OBLIGE me to take 
Fi ve- pence Half. penny of his Braſs in every 
Payment. And I will Shoot Mr. Wood and his 
Depnties through the Head, like High-way Men 
or Houſe-breakers, if they dare to force one Far- 
thing of their Coyn upon me in the Payment of 
an Hundred Pounds. It is no Loſs of Honour to 
ſubmit to the Lyon, but who, with the Figure of 
a Man can think with Patience of being Devou- 
red alive by a Rat, He has laid a Tax upon the 
People of Ireland of Seventeen Shillings at leaſt 
in the Pound; a Tax I ſay, not only upon Lands 
but Intereſt-Money, Goods, Manufactures, the 
Hire of Handicrafts-men, Labourers and Ser- 
vants. Shop-Keepers look to your ſelves, Word 
will oblige and force you to take Fiye-pence Halt- 
| penny 
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penny of his Traſh in every Payment, and many 
of you receive Twenty, Thirty, Fourty Pay- 
ments in one Day, or elſe you can hardly find 
Bread: And pray conſider how much that will 
amount to in a Vear; Twenty Times Five pence 
Half-penny is Nine Shillings and Two pence, 
which is above an Hundred and Sixty Pounds a 
Year, whereof you will be Looſers of at leaſt 
One hundred and Forty Pounds by taking your 
Payments in his Money. If any of you be con- 
tent to Deal with Mr. Wood on ſuch Conditions 
they may. But for my own Particular, Let bis 
Money periſh with him. If the Famous Mr. Hamb- 
den rather choſe to go to Priſon, than pay a few 
Shillings to King Charles 1ſt, without Authority, 
of Parliament, 1 will rather chuſe to be Hangs 


ged than have all my Subſtance Taxed at Sevens 


teen Shillings in the Pound, at the Arbitrary 
Will and Pleaſure of the Venerable Mr. Wood? 
The Paragraph Concludes thus. N. B. (that 
is to ſay Nota hene, or Mark well) No Evidence ap- 
peared from Ireland or elſewhere, to prove the Miſ- 
chiefs complained ef, or any Abuſes ſeever cum- 
mitted in the Execution of the ſaid Grant. 
The Impudence of this Remark exceeds all 
that went before. Firſt, the Houſe of Com- 
mons in Ireland, which Repreſents the wholc 


People of the Kingdom; and Secondly the Pri- 


vy Council, Addreſſed his Majeſty againſt theſe 
Halt-pence, What could be done more to ex- 
ec 
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Preſs the Univerſal Senſe and Opinion of the 


Nation ? If his Copper were Diamonds, and the 
Kingdom were intirely againſt it, would not 
That be ſufficient to reje it? Muſt a Commit- 
tee of the Houſe of Commons, and our whole 


Privy Council go over to Argue Pro and Con with 


Mr. Wood ? To what End did the King give 
his Patent for Coyning of Half-pence in Ireland? 
Was it not, becauſe it was Repreſented to his 
Sacred Majeſty, that ſuch a Coynage would be 
of Advantage to the Good of this Kingdom, 
and of all his Subjects here? It is to the Paten- 


tee's Peril if his Repreſentation be falſe, and the 


Execution of his Patent be Fraudulent and Cor- 
rupt. Is he ſo Wicked and Fooliſh to think that 
his Patent was given him to Ruin a Million and 
a Half of People, that he might be a Gainer of 
Three or Fourſcore Thouſand Pounds to him- 
ſelf? Before he was at the Charge of Paſſing a 
Patent, much more of Raking up ſo much Fil- 
thy Droſs, and Stamping it with his Majeſty's L 
mage and Superſcription, ſhould he not firſt in 
common Senſe, in common Equity, and com- 
mon Manners, have Conſulted the principal Par- 
ty concerned; that is to ſay, the People of the 
Kingdom, the Houſe of Lords or Commons, or 
the Privy Council ? If any Foreigner ſhould ask 
us, whoſe Image and Superſcription thereis in Wood's 
Coyn, we ſhould be aſhamed to tell him, it 


was Ceſar's, In that great Want of Copper 
ES | Half- 
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Half-pence, which he alledges we were, Our 
City, ſet up our Ceſar's Statue in Excellent Cop. 
per, at an Expence that is Equal in Value to 


Thirty thouſand Pounds of his Coyn : And we 


will not receive his Image in worſe Metal, | 

I obſerve many of your People putting a Mes 
lancholly Caſe on this Subject. It is true ſay 
they, we are all undone if Wood's Half-pence 
muſt paſs ; but what ſhall we do, if his Majeſty 
puts out a Proclamation commanding us to take 
them? This hath been often Dinned in my Ears; 
But I deſire my Country- men to be aſſured that 
there is nothing in it. The King never Iſſues 
out a Proclamation but to enjoyn what the Lan 
permits him. He will not Iſſue out a Proclama- 
tion againſt Law, or if ſuch a thing ſhould happen 
by a Miſtake, we are no more obliged to obey 
it than to run our Heads into the Fire, Beſides, 
his Majeſty will never Command us by a Pro- 
clamation, what he does not offer to Command 
us in the Patent it ſelf. There he leaves it ta 
our Diſcretion, ſo that our Deſtruction muſt be 
intirely owing to our ſelves. Therefore let no 
Man be afraid of a Proclamation, which will 
never be granted ; and if it ſhould, yet upon 


this Occaſion, will be of no Force, The King's 


Revenues here are near FourHundred Thouſand 
Pounds a Year, can you think his Miniſters will 
Adviſe him to take them in Wood's Braſs, which 
will reduce the Value to Fifty thouſand Pounds, 
| ; England 
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England gets a Million Sterl. by this Nation; 
which, if this Project goes on, will be almoſt 
reduc'd to Nothing : And do you think thoſe 
who Live in England upon Iriſh Eſtates will 
be content to take an Eighth or a Tenth Part, 
by being payed in Wood's Drofs. 

If Wood and his Confederates were not con- 


vinced of our Stupidity, they never would have 


attempted ſo Audacious an Enterprize. He 
now ſees a Spirit hath been raiſed againſt him, 
and he only watches till it begins to Flag, he 

oes about watching when to Devour us. He 

opes we ſhall be weary of conrending with him, 
and at laſt out of Ignorance, or Fear, or of being 
fectly Tyred with Opoſition, we ſhall] be 
orced to Yield, And therefore I confeſs it is 
my chief Endeayour to keep up your Spirits and 
Reſentments. If I tell you there is a Precipice 


under you, and that if you go forwards you 


will certainly break your Necks. If I point to 
it before your Eyes, muſt I be at the Tronble of 
repeating it every Morning ? Are our Peoples 
hearts waxed Groſs ? Are their Ears Dull of hearing, 
and have they cloſed their Eyes? I fear there are 
Dome few Vipers among us, who, for Ten or 


Twenty Pounds Gain, would ſel} their Souls 


and their Country, though at laſt it would end 
in their own Ruin as well as Ours. Be not like 
the Deaf Adder, who refuſes to hear the Voice of the 
Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely, 


Thongh 
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Though my Letter be Directad to you, Mr. 


Harding, yet | intend it for all my Countrymen. 


I have no Intereſt in this Affair but what is com- 
mon to the Publick, I can live better than many 
others, 1 have ſome Gold and Silver by me, and 
a Shop well furniſhed, and ſhall be able to 
make a Shift when many of my Betters are Star- 
ving. But lam grieved to ſee the Coldneſs and 
Indifference of many People, with whom I diſ- 
courſe. Some are afraid of a Proclamation, O- 
thers Shrug up their Shoulders, and cry, what 
would you have us to do ? Some give out, there 


is no Danger at all. Others are comforted that 


it will be a common Calamity and they ſhall fare 
no worſe than their Neighbours. Will a Man, 
who hears Midnight-Robhers at his Door, get 
out of Bed, and raiſe his Family for a common 
Defence, and ſhall a whole Kingdom lye in a Le- 
thargy, while Mr, Wood comes at the Head of 
his Confederates to Rob them of all they have, ta 
Ruin us and our Poſterity for ever? If an High- 
way- man meets you on the Road, you give him 
your Money to ſave your Life, but, God be 
thanked, Mr. Wood cannot touch a Hair of your 
Heads. You have all the Laws of God and Man 
on your ſide. When he or his Accomplices 
offer you his Droſs, it is but ſaying No, and you 
are Safe, If a Mad-man ſhould come to my Shop 
with an Handful of Dirt raked out of the Ken- 
nel, and offer it in payment for Ten rode 
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Stuff, I would Pity or Laugh at him, or, if his 
Behaviour deſerved it, Kick him out of my 
Doors. And if Mr. Wood comes to demand any 
Gold or Silver, or Comodities for which J have 
payed my Gold and Silver, in Exchange for his 
Traſh, can he deſerve or expect better Treat- 
ment? 

When the Evil Day is come (if it muſt come) 
Jet us mark and obſerve thoſe who preſume to 
offer theſe Half-pence in Payment. Let their 
Names and Trades, and Places of Aboad be 
made Publick, that every one may be aware of 
them, as Betrayers of their Conntry, and Con- 
federates with Mr. Wood, Let them be watched 
at Markets and Fairs, and let the firſt honeſt Diſ- 
coverer give the Word about, that Wood's 
Half-pence have been offered, and caution the 

r innocent People not to receive them. 

Perhaps I have been too Tedious; but there 
would never bean End, if 1 attempted to ſay all 
that this melancholly Subject will bear, I will 
Conclude with humbly offering one Propoſal, 
which, if it were put in Practice, would blow 


up this Deſtructive Project at once. Let ſome 


Skilful judicious Pen draw up an ADVER- 
TISE MENT to the following Purpoſe. That 

Whereas one William Wood Hard- ware- Man, 
vom or lately Sojourning in the City of London, hat h, 
by many Miſrepreſentations, procured a Patent for, 
Coyning an Hunared and Forty thouſand FR in 
4 oper 
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Copper Half-ptnce for this Kingdom, which is Sm 
Five Times greater than our Occaſions require. And 
whereas it 1s Notorious that the ſaid Wood hath 
Coyned his Half-pence of ſuch baſe Metal and falſe 
Weight, that they are, at leaſt, Six Parts in Seven 
below the real Value, And whereas we have Reaſon 
to apprehend, that the ſaid Wood may, at any 
Time hereafter, clandeſtinely Coyn as many more 
Half-pence as he pleaſes, And whereas the ſaid 
Patent neither doth nor can Oblige his Majeſty's 
Subjects to receive the ſaid Half-pence in any Pay- 
ment, but leaves it to their Voluntary Choice, becauſe, 
by Law the Subject cannot be Obliged to take any 
Money except Gold or Silver: And whereas con- 
trary to the Letter and Meaning of the ſaid Patent, 
the ſaid Wood bath Declared that every Perſox 
ſhall be Obliged to take Five-pence Half-penny of 
his Coyn in every Payment, And whereas the Houſe 
of Commons and Privy-Council have ſeverally Ads 
dreſſed bis Maſt Sacred Majeſty, Repreſenting the ill 
Conſequences which the ſaid Coinage may have upon 
this Kingdom, And laſtly whereas it is univerſally 
agreed, that the whole Nation to a Man (except 
Mr. Wood and his Confederates) are in the ut- 
moſt Apprehenſions of the Ruinous Conſequences, that 
muſt follow from the ſaid Coinage. Therefore we 
whoſe Names are underwritten, being Perſons of con- 
ſiderable Eſtates in this Kingdom, and Reſiders 
therein, do unanimouſly Reſolve and Declare that we 
wilt never receive, one Farthing or Half-penny of the 

| ſaid; 
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faid Wood's Coyning, and that we will direft all our 
Tenants to refuſe the ſaid Coyn from any Perſon what- 
ſoever 3 Of which that they may not be Ignorant, we 
have ſent them 4 Copy of this Advertiſement, to be 
Read to them by our Stewards Receivers, &C. 

I could wiſh, that a Paper of this Nature 
might be Drawn up, and Signed by Two or 
- Three Hundred principal Gentlemen of this 
Kingdom, and Printed Copies thereof ſent to 
their ſeveral] Tenants; I am deceived, if any 
thing could ſooner defeat this Execrable Deſign 
of Wood and his Accomplices. This would im- 
mediately give the Alarm, and ſet the Kingdom 
on their Guard. This would give Courage to 
the meaneſt Tenant and Cottager, How long, 
O Lord, Righteous and True. 

I muſt tell you in Particular, Mr. Harding, 
that you are much to blame. Seyeral Hundred 
Perſons have enquired at your Houſe for my Let- 
ter to the Shop Keepers, &c. and you had none to 
Fell them. Pray keep your ſelf provided with 
That Letter and with this ; you have got very 
well by the former, but I did not then write for 
your Sake, any more than 1 do now. Pray Ad- 
vertiſe both in every News-Paper, and let it not 
He your Fault or Mine, if our Country-Men 
will not take Warning. I defire you likewiſe to 
Sell them as Cheap as you can, 

J am your Servant, 

| mY M, B 
Some 


Aug. 4. 1724. 
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Some Obſervations upon a PAPER, 
call'd, the REPORT of the COM- 
MITTEE of the moſt Honou- 
rable the Privy-Counctt 1 in ENG- 
LAND, Relating to WOOD 


Half pence. 


To the NOBILITY and GENTRY of the * 


of IRE CARD: 


AVING already written ales 1 
to People of my own Level, and 
Condition; and having now very 
preſſing Occaſion for writing a Third; 
I thought I could not more proper- 

ly Addreſs it than'to Your Lordſhips and Worſhips: 

The Occaſion is this. A Printed Paper was 
fent to me on the-18th Inſtant; Eatitled, 4 


REPORT of the COMMITTEE of the LORDS of 


His M ATFESTY's moſt Honourable PRIVY-COUN- 
CIL in England, relating to Mr. WOOD's HALF- 
PENCE and FARTHINGS, There is no Men- 

H e tion 


a 


tion made where the Paper was Printed, but ! 


it to have been in Dublin; and 1 have 
been told that the Copy did not come over in the 
Gaxztite, but in the London Journal, or ſome other 
Print of no Authority or Conſequence ; and for 
any thing that Legally appears to the contrary, 
It may be a Contrivance to Fright us, or a Project 
of ſome Printer, who hath a Mind to make a Pen- 
uy by Publiſhing ſomething upon a Subject, 
now - employs all our Thoughts in this 
Kingdom. Mr. WOOD in Publiſhing - og Paper 
world inſinvate to the World, as if the Committee 
had a greater Concern for his Credit and Private 
Emolument, than for the Honour of the Privy- 
Council and both Houſes of Parliament Here, and 
for the Quiet and Welfare of this whole King- 
dom : For it ſeems intended as a Vindication of 
Mr. WOOD not without ſeveral ſevere Remarks 
On the Houſes of Lords and Commons of Ireland, 
The whole is indeed written with the Turn 


and Air of a Pamphlet, as if it were a Diſpute 


between WILLIAM WOOD on the one Part, 
and the Lords Juſtices, Privy-Council and Both 
Horſes of Parliament on the other; the Deſign of 
it being to Clear and Vindicate the Injured Re- 
putation of WILLIAM WOOD, and to Charge 
the other Side with caſting Raſh and Groundleſs 
Asp rſtons upon him. 

if it be really what the Title Imports. 


Mr. WOOD hath treated the COMMIT ith 
| wit 
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with great Rudeneſs, by Publiſhing an AQ of 
Theirs in ſo unbecoming a Manner, without 
their Leave, and befare it was communicated to 


the Government and Privy-Council of Ireland, to 


whom the Committee adviſed that it ſhould he 
Tranſmitted. But with all Deference be it ſpo- 


determined to be a LAW, it 
by every Subject. 


pleaſed to give me, and when Reaſon. plainly ap- 
pears before me, | cannot turn away my Head 
from it, Thus for Inſtance, if any Lawyer 
ſhould tell me that ſuch a Point were Law, from 
which many Groſs Palpable Abſardities muſt fol- 
low, I would not, 1 could not believe him; If 
Sir Edward Cook ſhould poſitively aſſert (which he 
no where does, but the direct contrary) that a 
Limited Prince, could by his Prerogative oblige 
his Subjects to take Half an Ounce of Lead, 
ſtamped with His Image, for Twenty Shillings 
in Gold, 1 ſhould Swear he was deceived or a De- 
cever, becauſea Power like that, would leave the 
whole Layes and Fortunes of the People entirely 
at 


ꝙꝓ— — 
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at the Mercy of the Monarch: Yet this, in Effect, 
Is what Wood hath advanced in ſome of his Papers, 
and what ſuſpicious People may poſſibly appre- 
hend from ſome Paſſages in that which is called 
the Report. | 

hat Paper mentions Such Perſons to have been 
Examined, who were Deſirous and Willing to be 
heard upon that Subject. I am told, they were 
Four in all, Coleby, Browr, Mr. Finley the Banker, 
and one more whoſe Name I know not. The 
firſt of theſe was Tryed for Robbing the Trea- 
Tury in Treland, and although he were acquitted 


For want of Legal Proof, yet every Perſon in the 
Court believed him to be Guilty, The ſecond 
was Tryed for a Rape, and ſtands Recorded in the 
Votes of the Houſe of Commons, for endeayou- 
1155 by Perjury and Subornation, to take away the 

Life of John Bingham, Eſq; 5 
But ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention par- 
ticular Perſone, it may be ſome Satisfaction to 
know who is this Wood himſelf, that has the Ho- 
Nour to havea whole Kingdom at his Mercy; for 
almoſt Two Years together. I find he is in the 
Patent Entitled, Eſq; although he were under- 
Food to be only a Hard-Ware- Man, and ſo 1 have 
been bold to call him in my former Letters; 
however a Squire he is, not only by Vertue of 
his Patent, but by having been a Collector in 
Shropſhire, where pretending to have been Rob- 
bed, and ſuing the County, he was Caft, and = 
5 the 
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the Infamy of the Fact, loſt his Employment. 

I have heard another Story of this Squire od, 
froma very Honourable Lady, That one Hamilton 
told her, He (Hamilton) was ſent for Six Vears 
ago by Sir Iſaac Newton to Try the Coy nage of 
Four Men,who then Solicited aPatent forCoyning 
Half-pence for Ireland; their Names were Mood, 
Coſter, Elliſton, and Parker. Parker made the fai- 
reſt Offer, and Wood the worſt, for his Coyn were 
Three Half-pence in a Pound leſs Value than the 
other. By which it is plain with what Intenti- 
ons he Solicited this Patent, but not ſo plain how 
he obtained it. | 

It is alledged in the ſaid Paper, called the Re- 
port, that upon repeated Orders from a Secreta- 
ry of State, for ſending over ſuch Papers and 
Witneſſes, as ſhould be thought proper to Sup- 
port the Objections made againſt the Patent (by 
Both Houſes of Parliament) the Lord Lieutenant 
Repreſented The great Difficulty he found himſelf in 
to comply with theſe Orders, That none of the Prin- 
cipal Members of Both Houſes, who were in the 
King's Service or Council, would take upon them to Ad- 
viſe how any Material Perſon or Papers might be ſent 
over on this Occaſion, & c. And this is often Repea- 
ted and Repreſented as A Proceeding that ſeems 
very Extraordinary, and that in a Matter which bad 
raiſed ſo great a CLAMOUR in Ireland, No one 
Perſon could be prevailed upon to come over from Ire- 
land in Support of the United Senſe of both Houſes ef 
| Par- 
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Parliament in Ireland, eſpecially that the chief Diffi- 
culty ſhould ariſe from a General Apprebenſion of a 
Miſcarri age, in an Enquiry before bis Majeſty, or in 
4 Proceeding by due Courſe of Law, in a Caſe where 
Both Houſes of Parliament had declared themſelves 
fo fully convinced, and fatisfied upon Evidence, and 
Examinations taken in the moſt Solemn Manner. 

How ſhall I, a poor Ignorant Shop-Keeper, ut - 
terly unskilbd in Law, be able to anſwer ſo 
weighty an Objection. I will try what can be 
done by plain Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Art, Cun» 
ping or Eloquence. 1 . 

In my humble Opinion, the Committee of 
Council, hath already prejudg'd the whole Caſe, 
by calling the United Senſe of both Houſes of 
Parliament in Irdand an UNIVERSAL 
CLAM OUR. Here the Addreſſes of the 
Lords and Commons of Jreland againſt a Rui- 
nous Deſtructive Project of an Obſcure, Single 
Undertaker, is called a CLAMOUR. I dere 
to know how ſuch a Stile would be Reſented in 
England from a Committee of Council there to 
a Parliament, and how many Impeachments would 
follow upon it. But ſuppoling the Appellation 
to be proper, I never heard of a wife Miniſter 
who deſpiſed the UNIVERSAL CLA- 
MOUR of a People, and if that CL A- 
MOUR can be Quieted by diſappointing the 
Fraudulent Practice of a ſingle Perſon, the Pur- 
chaſe is not Exorbitant, 


But 


19 

But in Anſwer to this Objection. Firſt it is 
manifeſt, that if this Coynage had been in Ireland, 
with ſuch Limitations as have been formerly ſpe- 
cified in other Patents, and Granted to Perſons 
of this Kingdom, or even of England, able to 
give ſufficient Security, few of no Inconvenien- 
cies could have happened, which might not have 
been immediately remedyed. As to Mr. Knox's 
Patent mentioned in the Report, Security was 
given into the Exchequer, that the Patentee 
ſhould at any Time receive his Half-penceback, 
and pay Gold or Silver in Exchange for them. 
And Mr. Moor (to whom I ſuppoſe that Patent 
was made over) was in 1694 forced to leave of 
Coyning before the End of that Year, by the 
great Crouds of People continally offering to re- 


turn his Coynage upon him. In 1698 he Coyned 


again, and was forcedto give over for the ſame 
Reaſon. This entirely alters the Caſe; for there 
is no ſuch Condition in WOOQD's Patent, which 
Condition was worth a Hundred Times all other 
Limitations whatſoever, 

Put the Caſe, that the two Houſes of Lords 
and Commons of England, and the PRIVY 
COUNCIL there ſhould addreſs his Majeſty 
to recal a Patent, from whence they apprehend 
the moſt ruinous Conſequences to the whole 
Kingdom: And to make it ſtronger if poſſible, 
that the whole Nation, almoſt to a Man, ſhould 
thereupon Diſcover the moft Diſmal Apprehenſibns 
(as Mr, Weod Ryles them) would his a 

| ate 
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bate half an Hour what he had to do 2 Would a- 
ny Miniſter dare adviſe him againſt recalling ſuch 
à Patent? Or would the Matter be referred to 
the Privy Council or to Weſtminſter- Hall, the two 
Houſes of Parliament Plaintiffs, and William Wood 
Defendant ? And is there even the ſmalleſt Diffe- 
rence between the two Caſes? 

Were not the People of Ireland born as Free 
as thoſe of England > How have they forfeited 
their Freedom? Is not their Parliament as fair a 
Repreſentative of the People as that of England ? 
And hath not their Privy Council as great or a 
greater Share in the Adminiſtration of Publick 
Affairs: Are they not Suhjects of the ſame King? 
Does not the ſameSz?r ſhine over them? And have 
they not the ſame Gd for their Protector: Am l 
a Free- Man in England, and do I become a Slave 
in ſix Hoursby croffing the Channel? NoWonder 
then, if the boldeſt Perſons were cautious to in- 
terpoſe in a Matter already determined by the 
whole Voice of the Nation, or to preſume to re- 
preſent the Repreſentatives of the Kingdom, 
and were juſtly apprehenſive of meeting ſuch a 
Treatment as they would deſerve at the next 
Seſſion. It would ſeem very extraordinary if an 
Inferiour Court in England ſhould take a Matter 
out of the Hands of the High Court of Parli- 
ament, during a Prorogation, and decide ft a- 
gainſt the Opinion of both Houſes, | 

It happens however, that, although no Perſons 
were ſo bold, as to go over as Evidences, to 

| prove 
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prove the Truth of the Objections made againſt 
this Patent by the High Court of Parliament here, 

et theſe Objections ſtand Good, notwithſtan- 
ing the Anſwers made by Word and his COUN- 
IL. | | | 
The Report ſays, that upon an Aſſay made of the 
Fineneſs, Weight and Value of this Copper, it er- 
ceeded in every Article, This is poſſible enough in 
d the Pieces upon which the Aſy was made; hut 
Wood muſt have failed very much in Point of 


Dexterity, if he had not taken Care to provide a 

K ſafficient Quantity of ſuch Half. pence as would 
: 4 bear the Tryal; which he was well able to do, 
A although they were taken out of ſeveral Parcels. 
* Since it is now Plain, that the Byaſs of Fayour 
: hath been wholly on his Side. | 
_ But what need is there of diſputing, when we 
= have a poſitive Demonſtration of Wood's Frau- 
* dulent Practices in this Point. I have ſeen a 


"4 large Quantity of theſe Half-pence weighed b 
a very Skilful Perſon, which were of Four Di 


7 = ferent Kinds, Three of them conſiderably under 
xt weight. I have now before me an exact Compu- 
No tation of the Difference of Weight between 
— theſe Four Sorts, by which it — mx that the 
. Fourth Sort, or the Lighteſt, differs from the 
* Firſt to a Degree, that, in the Caynage of Three 
5 hundred and ſixty Tuns of Copper, the Patentee 
ons will be a Gainer only, by that Difference of 
to Tuenty four e 
ve 1 
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four Pounds, and in the whole, the Publick will 
be a Loſer of Eighty two thouſand one hundred 
and ſixty eight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, even 
ſuppoſing the Metal in Point of Goodneſs to an- 
ſwer Wood's Contract and the Aſſy that hath 
been made; which it infallibly doth not. For 
this Point hath likewiſe been enquired into by 
very Experienced Men, who, upon ſeveral Try- 
als in many of theſe Half-pence, have found 
them to be at leaſt one Fourth Part below the 
Real Value (not including the Raps or Counter- 
feits that he or his Accomplices have already 
made of his own Coin, and ſcattered about) Now 
the Coynage of Three hundred and ſixty Tun of 
Copper Coyned by the Weight of the Fourth or 
Lighteſt Sort of his Half-pence will amount to 
One hundred twenty two thouſand four hundred 
eighty eight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, and if we 
Subſtract a Fourth Part of the Real Value by the 
Baſe Mixture in the Metal, we muſt add to the 
Publick Loſs one Fourth Part, to be ſubſtracted 
from the Intrinſick Value of the Copper, which 
in Three hundred and ſixty Tuns amounts to Ten 
thouſand and eighty Pounds, and this added to 
the former Sum of Eighty two thouſand one 
hundred ſixty eight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, 
will make in all, Ninety two thouſand two hun- 
dred forty eight Pounds Loſs to the Publick ; be- 
ſides the Raps or Counterfeits that he may at any 
— LIT WM L0 Loug. - Wor 0950 
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know whether he reckons the DROSS Excluſive - 
or Incluſive with his Three hundred and fixty 
Tun of Copper; which however will make a 
conſiderable Difference in the Account, 

You will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the Pro- 
fit allowed to Wood by the Patent is Twelve- 
pence out of every Pound of Copper valued at 
1s, 6d. whereas 5 d. only is allowed for Coynage 
of a Pound Weight for the Engliſh Half-pence, 
and this Difference is almoſt 25 per Cent. which 
is double to the higheſt Exchange of Money, 
even under all the Additional Preſſures, and Ob- 
ſtructions to Trade, that this unhappy Kingdom 


lies at preſent, This one Circumſtance in the 


Coynage of Three hundred and ſixty Tun of 
Copper make a Difference of Twenty ſeven 
thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty Pounds be- 
tween Engliſh and Iriſh Half-pence, even allowing 
thoſe of Mood to be all of the heavieſt Sort. 

It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for every 
Halt-penny in a Pound Weight, exceeding the 
Number directed by the Patent, Wood will be a 
Gainer in the Coynage of Three hundred and 
ſixty Tun of Copper, Sixteen hundred and eigh- 
ty Pounds Profit more than the Patent allows 
him; Out of which he may afford to make his 
Comptrollers E AS upon that Article. 07 

As to what is alledged, that theſe Half-pence 
fer exceed the like Coynage for Ire land in the Reigus of 
his Majefty's Predeceſſors : There cannot well de 
a more exceptionable Way of Arguing : Al- 

| i though 
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. though the Fact were true, which however is al- 


together miſtaken ; not by any Fault in the Com- 
mittee, but by the Fraud and Impoſition of Wood, 
who certainly produced the worſt Patterns he 
could find, ſuch as were coyned in ſmall Num- 
bers by Permiſſions to Private Men, as Butchers 
Half. nence, Black Dogs and the Like, or perhaps 
the Small St, Patricks Coyn which paſſed for a 
Farthing, or at beſt ſome of the ſmalleſt Raps of 
the lateſt Kind, For I have now by me ſome 
Half-pence coyned in the Year 1680 by vertue of 
the Patent granted to my Tord Dartmouth, which 

was renewed to Knox, and they are heavier by a 
nint h Part than thoſe of Mood, and in much bet- 
ter Metal. And the great St. Patrick's Half- 
penny is yet larger than either. 

But what is all this to the preſent Debate? If 
under the various Exigencies of former Times, 
by Wars, Rebellions, and Inſurrections, the 
Kings of England were ſometimes forced to pay 
their Armies here with mixt or baſe Money, 
God: forbid that the Neceſſities of turbulent 
Times ſhould de a Precedent for Times of Peace, 
and Order, and Settlement. 1 7” 

la the Patent above mentioned granted to Lord 
Dartmouth, in the Reign of King Charles ad. and 
renewed to Knox, the Securities given into the 
Emebequer, obliging the Patentee to receive his 
Money: back upon every Demand, were an effe- 
ual Remedy againſt all Inconveniencies. 4 


4 We dom, fo that 
the Copper was coyned in our own Ks , fo tha 
we _—_ in — Danger to — it with the 
Loſs of all our Silver and Gold carried over to 
another, nor to be at the Trouble of going ta 
England for the Redreſſing of any Abuſe. - - 

That the Kings of England haye exerciſed 
their Prerogative of Coyning Copper for Ireland 
and for England is not the preſent Queſtion 
But (to ſpeak in the Style of the Report) it 
would ſeem 4 little extraordinary, ſuppoſing a 
King ſhould think fit to exerciſe his Prerogative by 
Coyning Copper in Jreland, to be current in 
England, without referring it to his Officers in 
that Kingdom, to be informed whether the 
Grant was reaſonable, and whether the People 
deſir'd it or no, and without regard to the Ad- 
dreſſes of his Parliament againſt it: God forbid 
that ſo mean a Man as I ſhould meddle with the 
King's Prerogative ; But | have heard very wiſe 
Men ſay, that the King's Prerogative is bounded 
and limitted by the Good and Wellfare of his Peo- 
ple. I deſire to know, whether it is not under- 
ſtood and ayowed that the Good of Ireland was 
intended by this Patent. But Ireland is not con- 
ſulred at all in the Matter, and as ſoon as [reland 
is informed of it, they Declare againſt it; the 
Two Houſes of Parliament and the Privy Council 
addreſs his Majeſty upon the Miſchiefs appre- 
hended by ſuch a Patent. The Privy Council in 
England take the Matter out of the PARLIA- 
= 2 MENTX 
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MENT's Cognizance the Good of the King- 
dom is dropt, and it is now determined that Mr. 
Woed ſhall have the Power of Ruining a whole 
Nation for his private Advantage. 

I never can ſuppoſe that ſuch Patents as theſe 
were originally granted with the View of being 
a JOBB for the intereſt of a Particular Perſon, 
to the Damage of the Publick : Whatever Pro- 
fit muſt ariſe to the Patentee was ſurely meant at 
beſt but as a Secondary Motive, and ſince ſome- 
body myſt be a Gainer, the Choice of the Per- 
fon was made either by Favour,or SOMETHING 
ELSE, or by the Pretence of Merit and Honeſty. 
This Argument returns ſo often and ſtrongly in- 
to my Head, that I cannot forbear frequently re- 
peating it. Surely his Majeſty, when he conſen- 
ted to the Paſling of this Patent, Conceived he 
was doing an Act of Grace to his Moſt Loyal 
Subjects of Veland, without any Regard to Mr. 
Mood, farther than as an Inſtrz»ent. But the Peo- 
ple of Ireland think this Patent (intended NO 
DOUBT for their Good) to be a moſt intole- 
rable Grievance, and therefore Mr. Mood can ne- 
ver ſucceed, without an open Avowal that his 
Profit is preferred not only before the Intereſts, 
but the very S-fety and Being of a great King- 
dom ; and a Kingdom diſtinguiſhed for its Loyal- 
ty, perhaps above all others upon Earth. Not 
turned from its Duty by the Juriſdiction of the 
Houſe of Lords, abolifid at a Stroak, by the Hard- 
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ſhips of the AF of Navigation newly enforced ; By 
all poſſible Obſtruitions in Trade, and by a Hundred 
other Inſtances, enough to fill this Paper, Nor 
was there ever among us the leaſt Attempt to- 
wards an Inſurrection in Fayour of the PRETEN- 
DER. Therefore whatever Juſtice a FREE 
PEOPLE can Claim we have at leaſt an Equal 
Title to it with our Brethren in England, and 
whatever Grace a good Prince can beſtow on the 
moſt Loyal Subjects, we have Reaſon to expect it; 
Neither hath this Kingdom any way deſerved to 
be Sacrificed to one Single, Rapacious, Obſcure, A- 
nominious PROJECTOR. 
Among other Clauſes mentioned in this Patent, 
to ſhew how Ad vantagious it is to Ireland, there 
is one which ſeems to be of a Singular Nature; 
that the Patentee ſhall be obliged during his Term, 
to pay Eight hundred Pounds a Tear to the Crown, and 
Two hundred Pounds a Year to the Comptroller. 1 
have heard indeed that the King's Council do al- 
ways conſider, in the Paſling of a Patent, whe- 
ther it will be of Advantage to the Crown, but 
I have likewiſe heard that it is at the ſame Time 
conſidered whether Paſſing of it may be injurious 
to any other Perſons or Bodies Politick : Howe. 
ver, although the Attorney and Sollicitor 
be Servants to the King, and therefore bound 
to conſult his Majeſty's Intereſt, yet 1 am under 
ſome Doubt whether Eight hundred. Pounds a 
Year to the Crown would be equivalent to the 
a | Ruin 


? 


( 72 ) 


Ruin of a Kingdom. It would be far better for 


us to have paid Eight thouſand Pounds a Year 
into his Majeſty's Coffers, in the midſt of all our 
Taxes (which, in Proportion, are greater in this 
Kingdom than ever they were in England, even 
during the War) than purchaſe ſuch an Addition 


to the Revenue at the Price of our UTTER 


UNDOING. 


But here it is plain; that Fourteen thouſand 
Pounds are to be paid by Wood, only as a Small 
Circumſtantial Charge for the Purchaſe of his Pa- 


tent, what were his other Viſible Coſts I know not, 


and what were his LATENT, is variouſly con- 
jectured. But he muſt he ſurely a Man of ſome 
wonderful Merit. Hath he ſaved any othet 
Kingdom at his own Expence, to give him a Ti- 
tle of Re-imburſing himſelf by the Deſtruction of 
ours? Hath he diſcovered the Longitude or the 
Univerſal Medicine? No. But he hath found 
out the Philoſopher's Stone after a new Manner, by 


Debaſing of Copper, and reſolving to force it up - 


on us for Gold. | | 

When the Two Houſes repreſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, that this Patent to WOOD was obtain'd in 4 
Clandeſtine Manner, ſurely the Committee could 
not think the Parliament would inſinuate that it 
had not paſſed in the common Forms, and run 


through every Office where Fees and Perquiſites 


were due. They knew very well that Perſons in 
Places were no Enemies td Grants, and that the 
Officers 


an ans MKe'  : . d a. qahah 


(73) 
Officers of the Crown could not be kept in the 
Dark. But the Late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland af- 
firmed it was a Secret to him (and who will doubt 
of his VERACITY, eſpecially when he Swore to 
a Perſon of Quality, froni whom I had it, that 
Ireland ſhould never be troubled with theſe 
Half-pence.) It was a S:cres to the People of 
Ireland, who were to be the Only Sufferers, and 
thoſe who beſt knew the State of the Kingdom, 
and were moſt able to adviſe in ſuch an Affair, 
were wholly Strangers to it. MF 
It is allowed by the Report that this Patent was 
paſſed without the Knowledge of the Chief Go- 
ver nor or Officers of Jreland: And it is there ela- 
borately ſhewn, that Frmer Patents have paſſed in 
the ſame Manner, aud are good in Law. | ſhall 
not diſpute the Legality of Patents, but am rea- 
dy to ſuppoſe it in his Majeſty's Power to grant 
a Patent for Stamping Round Bits of Copper to 
every Subject he hath. Therefore to lay aſide 
the Point of Law, I would only put the Queſti= 
on, whether in Reaſon and Fuſtice it would not 
have been proper, in an Affair upon which the 
Welfare of a Kingdont depends, that the ſaid King- 
dom ſhould have received timely Notice, and the 
Matter not be carried on between the Patentee 
and the Officers of the CROWN, who were to be 
the only Gainers by it. . 
The Parliament, who in Matters of this Na- 
re ATE OO SO RE OY 
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did repreſent this Grant to be deſtrutive of Trade; 
and Dangerous to the Properties of the People, to 
which the only Anſwer is, That the King bath 4 
Prerogative to make ſuch a Grant. 

It is aſſerted, that in the Patent to Nuox, His 
Half-pence, are made and declared the Current Coyn of 
the Kingdom, whereas in this to Wood, there is 
only a Power given to iſſue them to ſuch as will re- 
cerve them; The Authors of the Report, I think, 
do not affirm that the King can by Law Declare 
any thing to be Current Money by his Letters 
Patents. I dare ſay they will not affirm it, and 
IF Xnex's Patent contained in it, Powers contrary 
to Law, why is it mentioned as a Precedent in 
his Majeſty's Fuſ and Merciful Reign: But al- 
though that Claufe be not in Wood's Patent, yet 
poſſibly there are others, the Legality whereof 
may be equally doubted, and particularly that, 
whereby a Power is given to William Wood to break 
into Houſes in ſearch of any Coyn made in Imitation 
F His. This may perhaps be affirmed to be Il- 
egal and Dangerous to the Liberty of the Sub- 
jt. Yet this is a Preceden taken from Knox's 
Patent, where the ſame Power is granted, and is 
a Strong Inſtance what Uſes may be ſometimes 
made of Precedents. | 

But although before the Paffing of this Patent, 
it was not thought neceſſary to conſult any Per- 
Tons of this Kingdom, or make the leaſt Enquiry 
whether Copper Money were wanted among 1 
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Yet now at length, when the Matter is over, 
when the Patent hath long paſſed, when Wood 
| hath already Coyned Seventeen thouſand Pounds, 
and hath his Tools and Implements prepared to 
Coyn Siæ- times as much more; the Committee 
hath been pleaſed to make this Affair the Subject 
of Enquiry. Wood is permitted to produce his 
Evidences, which conſiſt as I have already ob- 
ſerved, of Four in Number, whereof Caleby, Brown 
and Mr. Finley the Banker are Three, And theſe 
were to prove that Copper Money was extreame 
ly wanted in Freland. The firſt had been out of 
the Kingdom almoſt Twenty Years, from the 
Time that he was tryed for Robbing the Treaſury, 
and therefore his Knowledge and Credibility are e- 
qual. The Second may be allowed a more 
Knowing Witneſs, becauſe I think it is not above 
a Year ſince the Houſe of Commons ordered the 
Attorney General to Proſecute him, for endea- 
vouring to take away the Life of John Bingham, 
Eſq; Member of Parliament, by Perjury and Suborna- 
tion. He aſſerted that he was forced to Tally 
with his Labourers for want of Small Money 
(which hath often been practiſed in England by 
Sir Ambroſe Crawly and others) but thoſe who 
knew him better give a different reaſon, (if there 
be any Truth at all in the Fact) that he was for- 
ced to Tally with his Labourers, not for want of 
Half-pence, but of more Subſtantial Money, which 
is highly poſſible, becauſe the Race of Suborners, 
| = Tee 
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Forgers, Perjurors and Raviſhers, are uſually People 
of no Fortune, or of thoſe who have Run it out 
by their Vices and Profuſeneſs. Mr, Finley the 
Third Witneſs haneſtly confeſſed, that he was Ig- 
norant whether Ireland wanted Copper Money 
or no; but all his Intention was to buy a certain 
Quantity from Mood at a large Diſcount, and Sell 
them as well as he could, by which he hoped to 
get Two or Three Thouſand Pounds for himſelf, 
But ſuppoſe there was not one Single Halt- 
penny of Copper Coyn in this whole Kingdom 
(which Mr. Wood ſeems to intend, unleſs we will 
come to his Terms, as appears by employing his 
Emiſſaries to buy up our Old ones at a Penny in 
the Shilling more than they. paſs for) It could 
not be any real Evil to us, although it might be 
Tome Inconvenience. We haye many ſorts of ſmall 
Silver Coyns, to which they are Strangers in 
England, ſuch as the French Three-pences, Four- 
pence balf-pennys and Eight - pence- fart hings the 
Scotch Five - pences and Ten-pencer, beſides their 
Twenty. pences, and Three and Four-pences, by all 
Which we are able to make Change to a Half- 
penny of almoſt any Piece of Gold or Silver, and 
if we were driven to Browp's Expedient of a Sea- 
led Card, with the little Gold or Silver ſtill re- 
maining, it will 1 ſuppoſe, be ſomewhat better 
than to have nothing left but Wood's Adulterated 
Copper, which he is neither obliged by his Patent, 
nor hitherto able by his Eſtate to make good. 1 
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The Report farther tells us, it muſt be admits 
ted that Letters Patents under the great Seal of 
Great-Britain for Coyning Copper Money for Ireland 
are Legal and Obligatory, a Juſt and Reaſonable Ex= 
erciſe of his Majeſty's Royal Prerogative, and in na 
manner Derogatory or Invaſive of ANY Liberty or 
Privilege of his Subjects of Ireland. Firſt we de- 
ſire to know, why his Majeſty's Prerogative might 
not have been as well aſſerted, by Paſſing this 
Patent in Ireland, and Subjecting the ſeveral Con- 
ditions of the Contract to the InſpeCtion of thoſe 
who are only concerned, as was formerly done 
in the only Precedents for Patents granted for 
Coyning for this Kingdom, ſince the mixt Money 


in Queen Elizabeth's Time, during the Difficul- 


ties of a Rebellion: Whereas now upon the grea- 
teſt Impoſition that can poſſibly be practiſed, we 
muſt go to England with our Complaints, where 
it hath been for ſome Time the Faſhion to think 
and to affirm that We cannot be too hardly uſed; 
Again, the Report ſays, that Sach Patents are Obli- 
gatory. After long thinking, I am not able ta 
find ont what can poſſibly be meant here by this 
Word Obligatory. This Patent of Wood neither 
Obligeth him to Utter his Coyn, nor us to take 
ir, or if it did the latter, it would be fo far Void, 
becauſe no Patent can Oblige the Subject againſt 
Law, unlefs an illegal Patent paſſed in One Kings 
dom, can Bind Another and not itſelt. 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, it is added that Such Patents are in no 


Manner Derogatory or Invaſive of any Liberty or Pri. 


vilege of the King's Subjects of Ireland. If this Propo- 
fition be true, as it is here laid down, without 
any Limitation either expreſſed or Implyed, it 
muſt follow that a King of England may at any 
Time Coyn Copper Money for Ireland, and oblige 


| his Subjects here to take a Piece of Copper under 


the Value of Half a Farthing for Half a Crown, 
as was practiſed by the late King James, and e- 
ven without that Arbitrary Prince's Excuſe, from 
the Neceſſity and Exigences of his Affairs. If 
this be in no Manner Derogatory nor Evaſive of any © 


Liberties or Privileges of the Subjects of Ireland, it 


ought to have been expreſſed what our Liberties 
and Privileges are, and whether we have any at 
all; for in Specifying the Word IRELAND, in- 
ſtead of ſaying His Majeſty's Subjects, it would 
ſeem to inſinuate that we are not upon the ſame 
Foot with our Fellow Subjects in England; which, 
however the Practice may have been, I hope will 
never be directly aſſerted, for 1 do not under- 
ſtand that Poning's Act deprived us of our Liber- 
ty, but only changed the Manner of paſſing Laws 
here ; (which however was a Power moſt indi- 
rely obtained) by leaving the Negative to the 
Two Houſes of Parliament, But, waving all 
Controverſies relating to the Legiſlature, no Per- 
Jon, I believe, was ever yet ſo bold as to affirm 
that the People of Ireland have not the ſame n 
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tle to the Benefits of the COMMON LAW; 
with the reſt of his Majeſty's Subjects, and 


therefore whatever Liberties or Privileges the 


People of Exgland enjoy by COMMON LAW, 


we of Ireland have the ſame; ſo that in my hum- 
ble Opinion, the Word Jreland ſtanding in that 


Proportion, was, in the mildeſt Interpretation, 
A Lapſe of the Pen, | 


The Report farther aſſerts, that The Precedents 
are many, wherein Caſes of great Importance to Ire- 


land, and that immediately affected the Intereſts of 


that Kingdom, Warrants, Orders, and Directions 
by the Authority of the King and bis Predeceſſors, 
have been iſſued under the Royal Sign Manual, with 
out any previous Reference or Advice of his Majeſty's 
Officers of Ireland, which have always had their dus 
Force, and have been punttually comply'd with, and 
Obeyed. It may be ſo, and J am heartily forry for 
it, becauſe it may prove an Eternal Source of 
Diſcontent, However among all theſe Preces 
dents there is not one of a Patent for Coyning 
Money for Ireland. 2 
There is nothing hath perplexed me more than 
this Doctrine of PRECEDENTS. If a Jobb is 
to be done, and upon ſearching Records you find 
it hath been done before, there will not want a 
Lawyer to Juſtify the Legality of it, by produ- 
cing his Precedents, without ever conſidering the 
Motives and Circumſtances that firſt introduced 
them, the Neceſlity or Turbulence or Iniquity of 
Ames, 
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| Times, the Corruptions of Miniſters, or the Ar- 
bitrary Diſpoſition of the Prince then Reigning; 
And I have been told by Perſons eminent in the 
Law, that the worſt Actions which Humane Na- 
ture is capable of, may be juſtified by the ſame 
Doctrine. How the firſt Precedents began of De- 
termining Caſes of the Higheſt Importance to 
Ireland, and immediately affecting its Intereſt with- 
out any previous Reference or Advice to the 
King's Officers here, may ſoon be accounted for. 
Before this Kingdom was entirely Reduced by 
the Submiſſion of Tyrone in the laſt Vear of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, there was a Period of Four 
Hundred Years, which was a various Scene of 
War and Peace between the Engliſh Pale and the 
Triſh Natives, and the Government of that Part 
of this Iſland which lay in the Engliſh Hands, 
was, in many Things under the immediate Ad- 
miniſtration of the King. Silver and Copper 
were often Coyned here among us, and once at 
leaſt upon great Neceſlity, a mixt or haſe Metal 
was ſent from England. The Reign of King 
James Iſt. was employed in ſettling the Kingdom 
after Tyrone's Rebellion, and this Nation flouriſh» 
ed extreamly till the Time of the Maſlacre, 
1641, In that difficult Juncture of Affairs, the 
- Nobility and Gentry Coyned their own Plate 

here in Dublin. 
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of ſmall Pence and Half. pence, which particular 


Men had Licence to Coyn; and were current on- 
ly within certain Towns and Diſtricts, accordin 


to the perſonal Credit of the Owner who uttered 


them, and was bound to receive them again, 
whereof J have ſeen many Sorts 3 neither have 1 
heard of any Patent granted for Coyning Copper 
for Ireland till the Reign of King Charles II. 
which was in the Year 1680. to George Leg Lord 
Dartmouth, and Renewed by King James IL. in the 
firſt Year of his Reign to John Knox, Both Pa- 


tents were paſſed in Freland, and in both, the Pa- 


tentees were obliged to receive their Coyn again 
from any that would offer them Twenty Shillings 
of it, for which they were obliged to pay Gold or 
Silver. 

The Patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox 
were Referred to the Attorney General here, and 
a Report made atcordingly, and both, as 1 have 


already ſaid, were paſſed in this Kingdom. Knox 


had only a Patent for the Remainder of the Term 
Granted to Lord Dartmouth, the Patent expir'd 
in 1701. and upon a Petition by Roger Moor to 
have it Renewed; the Matter was referred hither, 
and upon the Report of the Attorney and Solici- 
tor, that it was not for his Majeſty's Service or 
the Intereſt of the Nation to have it Renewed, It 
was Rejected by King William. It ſhould there- 
fore ſeem very Extraordinary, that a Patent for 
Coyning Copper Half-pence, intended * 
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feſſed for the Good of the Kingdom, ſhould be 
paſſed without once conſulting that Kingdom, for 
the Good of which it is declared to be intended, 
and this upon the Application of a Poor, Private 
Obſcure Mechanick; and a Patent of ſuch a Na- 
ture, that as ſoon as ever the Kingdom is inform- 
ed of its being paſſed, they cry out Unanimouſly 
againſt it as Ruinous and Doſtructive. The Re- 
preſentatives of the Nation in Parliament, and the 
Privy-Council Addreſs the King to have it Re- 
calFd ; yet the Patentee, fuch a one as I have de- 
ſcrided, ſhall prevail to have this Patent appro- 

ved, and his private Intereſt ſhall weigh down 
the Application of a whole Kingdom. St. Paul 
ſays, All things are Lawful, but all things are not 
Expedient. We are Anſwered that this Patent 
is Lawful, but is it Expedient ? We Read that 
the High Prieſt ſaid, Ie was expedient that one 
Man ſhould Die for the People; And this was a 
moſt wicked Propoſition, But that a Whole Na- 
tian ſhould Die for one Man, was never heard of 
before. 

But becauſe much Weight is laid on the Pre- 
cedents of other Patents, for Coyning Copper for 
Ireland, I will et this Matter tn as clear a Light 
as þ can. Whoever hath Read the Report, will 
be apt to think, that a Dozen Precedents at leaſt 
could be produced of Copper Coyned for Ireland, 
by: Vertue of Patents paſſed in England, and that 


the Coynage was there too; whereas I am _ 
oh dent 
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dent, there cannot be one Precedent ſhewn of a 
Patent paſſed in England for Coyning Copper for 
Ireland, for above an Hundred Years paſt, and if 
there were any before, it muſt bein Times of 
Confuſion, The only Patents I could ever hear 
of, are thoſe already mentioned to Lord Dart- 
mouth and Knox ; the Former in 1680. and the 
Latter in 1685, Now let us — * theſe Pa- 
tents with that granted to Wood. Firſt, The 
Patent to Knox, Which was under the ſame Con. 
ditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was 
Paſſed in Ireland, the Government and the A. 
torney and Sollicitor General making Report that 
it would be uſeful to this Kingdom. 

The Patent was Paſſed with the Advice of the 
King's Council here; The Patentes was obliged to 
receive his Coyn from thoſe who thought them- 
ſelves ſurcharged, and to give Gold and Silver for 
it; Laſtly, The Patentee was to pay only 16, 
134. 44. per Ann. to the Crown. Then, as to 
the Execution of that Patent. Firſt, 1 find the 


Half-pence were Milled, which, as it is of great _ 
Uſe to prevent Counterfeits (and therefore indu- 


ſtriouſſy avoided by Wood) fo it was an Addition 
to the Charge of Coynage. And for the Weight 
and Goodneſs of the Metal; I have ſeveral Half. 
pence now by me, many of which weigh a Ninth 
Part more than thoſe coyned by Wood, and bear 
the Fire and Hammer a great deal better; and 
Which is no Trifle, the Impreſſion Fairer and 
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Deeper: I grant indeed, that many of the lat- 
ter Coynage yield in Weight to ſome of Word's, 
by a Fraud natural to ſuch Patentees ; but not ſo 
immediately after the Grant, and before the 
Coyn grew Current ; For in this Circumſtance 
Mr. Wood muſt ſerve for a Precedent in Future 
Times. F ü | 
Let us now examine this new Patent granted 
to William Wood. It Paſſed upon very falſe Sug- 
geſtions of his own, and of a few Confederates : 
It paſſed in England, without the leaſt Reference 
hither. It paſſed unknown to the very Lord 
Lieutenant, then in England, Wood is empower- 
ed to coyn One hundred and Eight thouſand 
Pounds, and all the Officers in the Kingdom (Civil 
and Military) are commanded in the Report to 
Countenance and aſſiſt him. Knox had only Power 
toutter what he would take, and was obliged to 
receive his Coyn back again at our Demand, and to 
enter into Security for ſo doing. Wood's Half-pence 
are not Aled, and therefore more eaſily Coun- 
terfeited by himſelf as well as by others, Wood 
pays a Thouſand Pounds per Ann. for 14 Years, 
Knox paid only 16 J. 13 5. 4d. per Ann, for 21 
Fears. | | 
It was the Report that ſet me the Example of 
making a Compariſon between thoſe two Patents, 
wherein the Committee was groſsly miſled by the 
falſe Repreſentation of William Wood, as it was 
by another Aſfertion, that Seven hundred = 
| 4 


— 


( 85) 
of Copper were coyned during the 21 Years of 
Lord Dartmouth*s and Knox's Patents. Such a 
Quantity of Copper at the Rate of 2 s. 8 d. 
Pound would amount to about an Hundred and 
Ninety thouſand Pounds, which was very near 
as much as the Current Caſh of the Kingdom in 
thoſe Days ; yet, during that Period, Ireland 
was never known to have tao much Copper Coyn, 
and for ſeveral Years there was no coyning at all: | 
Beſides, 1 am aſſured, that upon enquiring into | 
the Cuſtom-Houſe Books all the Copper import- 
ed into the Kingdom, from 1683 to 1692. which 
includes 8 Vears of the 21 (beſides one Vear al- 
lowed for the Troubles) did not exceed 47 Tuns, 
and we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſmall Quantity | 
to have been wholly apply'd to Coynage : So that 
, I believe there was never any Compariſon more 
| unluckily made or fo ceſtruQive of the Deſign 
for which it was produced. 

The Pſalmiſt reckons it an Effect of God's An- 
ger, when he ſelleth his People for Nought, and ta- 
keth no Money for them. That we have greatly 
offended God by the Wickedneſs of our Lives is. 
not to be diſputed : But our King we have not 
offended in Word or Deed ; And although he 
be God's Vice-gerentupon Earth, he will — pu- 
niſh us for any Offences, except "thoſe which we 
ſhall commit againſt his Lepal Authority, his 3a- 


cred Perſon (which God preſerve) or the Laws of 
the! Land | 


J 
i 


>; 
—_— — 2 wan FI a ,-" 


The 


D — — 


(86) 
TheReport is very profuſe in Arguments, that 


Feland is in great want of Copper Money. Who 


were the Witneſſes to prove it, hath been ſhewn 
already, but in the Name of God, Who are to 
be Judges? Does not the Nation beſt know its 
own Wants ? Both Houſes of Parliament, the 
Privy Council and the whole Body of the People 
declare the Contrary ; Or let the Wants be what 
they will, We deſire they may not be ſupplyd 
by Mr. Wood, We know our own Wants but 
too well; They are Many and Grievous to be 
born, bur quite of another Kind, Let England 
be ſatisfied ; As things go, they will in a ſhort 
Time have all our Gold and Silver, and may 
keep their Adulterate Copper at Home, for we 
are determined not to purchaſe it with our Ma- 
nufasctures, which Wood hath Graciouſly offered 
to accept. Our Wants are not ſo bad by an 
Hundredth Part as the Method he hath taken to 
ſupply them. He hath already tryed his Facul- 
ty in New-England, and I hope he will meet at 
leaſt with an EQUAL RECEPTION here; 
what That was 1 leave to publick Intelligence. 
Jam ſuppoſing a Wild Caſe, that if there ſhould 
be any Perſon already receiving a Monſtrous Pen- 
fion out of this Kingdom, who was Inſtrumen- 
tal in Procuring this Patent, they have either not 
well conſulted their own Intereſts, or Wood 
muſt put more Droſs into his Copper and ſtill di- 
miniſh its Weight, A 


Upon 
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Upon Wood's Complaint that the Officers of 
the King's Revenue here had already given Ors 
dersto all the Inferior Officers not to receive a- 
ny of his Coyn, the Report ſays, That this camot 
but be looked upon as 4 very extraordinary Proceeds 


ing, and being contrary to the Powers given in 


the Patent, the Committee ſay, They cannot ad- 
viſe his Majeſty to give Directions to the Officers of 
the Revenue here, not to receive or utter any of the 
ſaid Coyn as has been deſired in the Addreſſes of Both 
Houſes, but on the contrary, they think it both 
Fuſt and Reaſonable that the King ſhould immediate» 
ly give Orders to the Commiſſioners of the Revenue, 
Oe. 10 revoke all Orders, &c. that may have been 
given by them to hinder or obſtruct the receiving the 
ſaid Coin. And accordingly, we are told, ſuch 


Orders are arrived. Now this was a Caſt of 


Wood's Politicks ; for his Information was whol- 
ly Falſe and Groundleſs, which he knew very 

well; and that the Commiſſioners of the Re- 
venue here were all, except one, ſent us from 
England, and love their Employments too well 
to have taken ſuch a Step: But Wood was wiſe 
enough to conſider, that ſuch Orders of Revo- 
cation would be an open Declaration of the 
Crown in his Favour, would put the Govern- 

ment here under a Difficulty, would make a 
Noiſe, and poffibly create ſome Terror in the 
Poor People of /reland. And one great Point he 
hath gained, that although any Orders of Re- 
vocation will be needleſs, yet a new Order is to 
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be ſent, and perhaps already here, to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Revenue, and all the King's Of- 
ficers in Ireland, that Wood's Half-pence be ſuffered 
and permitted, mit hout any Let, Suit, Trouble, Moleſta- 
tion or Denial of any of the King's Officers or Miniſters 
whatſoever, to Paſs and be received as CURRENT 
MONEY by ſuch as ſhall be willing to receive them. 
In this Order there is no Exception, and there- 


fore, as far as I can Judge, it includes all Officers 


both Civil and Military, from the Lord High Chan- 
cellor to a Fuſtice of Peace, and from the General to 
an Enſign: So that Mod's Project is not likely to 
fail for want of Managers enough. For my own 
Part, as Things ſtand, I have but little Regret 
to find my ſelt, out of the Number, and there- 
fore I ſhall continue in all Humility to Exhort 
and Warn my Fellow-Subjects never to Receive 
or Utter this Coyn, which will Reduce the 
Kingdom to Beggary by much Quicker and larger 
Steps than have Hitherto been taken. 5 
But it is needleſs to argue any longer. The 
Matter is come to an Iſſue. His Majeſty Purſu- 
ant tothe Law, hath left the Field open between 
Mood and the Kingdom of Ireland. Wood hath 
Liberty to Offer his Coyn, and We have Law, 
Reaſon, Liberty and Neceſſity to refuſe it: A kna- 
viſh Jockey may ride an old Foundred Jade about 
the Market, but none are obliged to Buy it. I 
hope the Words Voluntary and Willing to receive it 
will be underſtood, and applyed in their true 
Natural Meaning, As commonly underſtood by PRO- 


TESTANTS. 


Eros el oe 
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TESTANTS. For if a Herce Captain comes to 
my Shop to Buy Six Yards of Scarlet Cloth, fol- 
lowed by a Porter laden with a Sack of Wood's 
Coyn upon his Shoulders, if we are agreed a- 
bout the Price, and my Scarlet lyes ready cut upon 
the Counter, if he then gives me the Word of 
Command to receive my Money in Wood's Coyn, 
and calls me a Diſaffected Facobite Dog for refuling 
it (although lam as Loyal a Subject as himſelf, 
and Without Hire) and thereupon Seizes my 
Cloth, leaving me the Price in this Odious Cop- 
er, and bids me take my Remedy : In this Caſe, 

| hall hardly be brought to think that I am Left 
to my-own Will. I ſhall therefore on ſuch Occaſi- 
ons, firſt order the Porter aforeſaid to go off with 
his Pack, and then ſee the Money in Slver and 
Gold in my Poſſeſſion before I Cut or Meaſure - 
my Cloth. But if a Common Soldier drinks his 
Pot firſt, and then offers Payment in Wood's Half- 
pence, the Landlady may be under ſome Difficul- 
ty; For if ſhe complains to his Captain or Enſign, 
they are likewiſe OFFICERS, included in this 
General Order for encouraging theſe Half-pence 
to paſs as CURRENT MONEY. If ſhe goes 
to a Juſtice of Peace, he is alſo an Officer, to whom 
this General Order is directed. I do therefore 
adviſe her to follow my Practice, which I have 
already begun, and be payed for her Goods be- 
fore ſhe parts with them. However, I ſhould 
have been content, for ſome Reaſons, that the 
Military Gentlemen had been excepted by Name, 
_ because 
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hecauſe I have heard it ſaid,that their Diſcipline 
is beſt confined within their own Diſtrict. 


His Majeſty in the Concluſion of his Anſwer 


to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords, againſt 
Wood's Coyn, is pleaſed to ſay, that He will do e- 
very Thing in his Power for the Sati faction of his 
People. It ſhould ſeem therefore, that the Re- 
calling the Patent is not to be underſtood as a 
Thing In his Power, But however, ſince the Law 
does not oblige us to receive this Coyn, and con- 
ſequently the Patent leaves it to our Voluntary 


Choice, there is nothing remaining to preſerve 


us from Ruin, but that the whole Kingdom 


ſhould contniue in a firm determinate Reſolution 


never to Receive or Utter this FATA L Coyn: Af- 
ter which, let the Officers to whom theſe Orders 
are direed,(I would willingly except the Milita- 
y) come with their Exhortations, their Arguments 
and their Eloquence, to perſuade us to find our Inter- 
eſt in our Undoing. Let Mood and his Accomplices 
Travel about the Country with Cart- Loads of their 
Ware, and ſee who will take it off their Hands, 
there will be no Fear of his being Robbed, for a 
Highway- Man would ſcorn to touch it. 

J am only in Pain how the Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue will proceed in this Juncture; becauſe I 
am told they are obliged by ACt of Parliament, 
to take nothing but Gold and Silver in Payment 


for His Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and I think they can- 


not Jultly offer this Coynage of Mr, Mood to o- 
thers, unleſs they will be content to receive it 
themſelves, The 
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The Sum of the whole is this. The Commit- 
tee adviſes the King to ſend immediate Orders to 
all his Officers here, that Wood's Coyn be Suffered and 
Permitted without any Let, Suit, Trouble, &C. to 


paſs and be received as CURRENT MONEY 


by ſuch as ſhall be WILLING to receive the ſame. 
It 1s probable, that the firſt WILLING Receivers 
may be thoſe who Muſt Receive it whether they 
will or no, at leaſt under the Penalty of loſing an 
Office. But the Landed Undepending Men, the 
Merchants, the Shop- Keepers and Bulk of the Peo- 
ple, I hope, and am almoſt confident, will never 
receive it, What muſt the Conſequence be? 
The Owners will ſell it for as much as they ean 
get. Wood's Half-pence will come to be offered 
for Six a Penny (yet then he will be a ſufficient 
Gainer) and the Neceſſary Receivers will be Lo- 
ſers of Two Thirds in their Salaries or Pay. 
This puts me in Mind of a Paſſage I was told 
many Years ago in England. At a Quarter-Seſ- 


ſions in Leiceſter, the Juſtices had wiſely decreed, 


to take off a Half-penny in a Quart from the 
Price of Ale. One of them who came in after 
the Thing was determined, being inform'd of 
what had paſſed, ſaid thus: Gentlemen; Tou haue 
made an Order, that Ale ſhould be ſold in our Coun- 
try for Three Half-pence a Quart : 1 deſire you will 
now make another to appoint who muſt drink it, for 

BY G—— 1 WILL NOT. 
I muſt beg leave tocaution your Lordſhips and 
Worſhips in one Particular. Wood hath graciouſly 
_—_ promiſed 
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promiſed to Load us at preſent only with Forty 


thouſand Pounds of his Coyn, *rill the Exigences of 


the Kingdom require the Reſt, I intreat you will 
never ſuffer Mr. Wood to be a Judge of your 


EXIGENCES. While there is one Piece of 


Silver or Gold remaining in the Kingdom he 
will call it an EXIGENCY, he will double his 
preſent Quantum by Stealth as ſoon as he can, 
and will have the Remainder ſtill to the Good. 
He will pour his own Raps and Counterfeits up- 
on us: France and Holland will do the ſame; nor 
will our own Coyners at home be behind them : 


To confirm which, I have now in my Pocket a 


Rap or Counterfeit Half-penny in imitation of 
His, but ſo ill performed, that in my Conſct- 
ence | believe it is not of his Coyning. 

I muſt now delire your Lordſhips and Worſbips 
that you will give great Allowance for this 
long undigeſted Paper, | find my ſelf to have gone 
into ſeveral Repetitions, which were the Effects 
of Haſte, while new Thoughts fell in to add 
ſomething to what | had ſaid before. 1 think J 
may affirm, that I have fully arſwered every Pa- 
ragraph in the Report, which although it be not 
unartfully drawn, and is perfectly in the Spirit 
of a Pleader who can find the moſt plauſible To- 
picks in benalfofhis Client, yet there was nogreat 
Skill required to deteft the many Miſtakes con- 
tained in it, which however are by no means 
to be charged upon the Right Honourabie Com- 
mittee, but upon the moſt Falſe Impudent and 
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Fraudulent Repreſentations of Wood and his Ac- 


complices. I deſire one Particular may dwell up- 
on your Minds, although J have mentioned it 


more than once; That after all the Weight lay- 
ed upon Precedents there is not one produced in 


the whole Report, of a Patent for Coyning Cop- 
per in England to Paſs in Ireland, and only two 
Patents referred to (for indeed there were no 
more) which were both paſſed in Ireland by Refer- 
ences to the King's Council here, both leſs Adyan=- 
tagious to the Coyner than this of Mood, and in 
both, Securitier given to receive the Coyn at every Call, 
and give Gold and Silver in Lieu of it. This De- 
monſtrates the moſt Flagrant Falſhood and Im- 
pudence of Wood, by which he would endeayour 
to make the Right Honourable Committee his 
Inſtruments, (for his own Illegal and Exor bitant 
Gain) to Ruin a Kingdom, which hath deſerved 
quite different Treatment. 
am very Senſible that ſuch a Work as I have 
undertaken might have worthily employed a 
much better Pen. But when a Houſe is attempt- 
ed to be Robbed, it often happens that the weak= 
eſt in the Family runs firſt to ſtop the Door. All 
the Aſſiſtance I had were ſome Informations from 
an Eminent Perſon, whereof I am afraid I have 
Spoiled a Few by endeavouring to make them of 
a Piece with my own Productions, and the Reſt 
1 was not able to manage; 1 was in the Caſe of 
David who could not move in the Armour of Saul, and 
therefore I rather choſe to attack this Vncircum- 
eiſed 
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ciſed Philiſtine (Mood | mean) with a Sling and a 
Stone. And I may ſay fer Woed's Honour as well 
as my own, that he Reſembles Goliah in many Cir 
cumſtances, very applicable to the preſent Pur- 
poſe ; For Goliah had a Helmet of Braſs upon his 


Head, and he was armed with a Coat of Mail, 


and 


the weight of the Coat was Five Thouſand Shekles of 
Braſs, and be had Greaves of Braſs upon his Legs, 


and a Target of Braſs between his Shoulders. 


In 


mort he was like Mr. Wood, al! over Braſs; And 
be defied the Armies of the Living God. Goliab/'s 
Condition of Combat were likewiſe the ſame 
with thoſe of Wood. If he prevail againſt us, then 
ſpall we be his Servants : But if it happens that I 

evail over him, I renounce the other Part of the 
Condition, he ſhall] never be a Servant of Mine, 
for 1 do not think him fit to be. Truſted in any 


Honeft Man's Shop. 


I will conclude with my Humble Deſire and 
Requeſt which I made in my Second Letter; 
That your Lordſhips and Worſhips would pleaſe 
to Order a Declaration to be drawn up, expreſ- 
Lag in the Strongeſt Terms, your Reſoluti- 


ons never to Receive or Utter any of Wood's 


Half-pence or Farthings, and forbidding your 
Tenants to receive*them. That the ſaid De- 
claration may be Signed by as many Perſons 
as poſſible who have Eſtates in this Kingdom, 
and be ſent Down to your ſeveral Tenants a- 


for eſaid. 


And 
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And if the Dread of Wood's Half-pence ſhould 

continue till next Quarter Seſſions (which I hope 
it will not) the Geatlemen of every County will 
then have a fair Opportunity of Declaring a- 

gainſt them with Unanimity and Zeal, * 


I am with the greateſt Reſpect, 
(May it pleaſe your Lordſhips and Worſhips) 
Your moſt Dutiful and 


Aug. 25; Obeatent Servant, 
1724: 


rr to the wha 
People of IRELAND. 


My Dear Countrymen, 


AVING already written Three Let< 
ters, upon ſo diſagreeable a Subject, 
as Mr. Wood and his Half pence; I 
conceive my Task was at an End: 
| But I find that Cordials muſt be fre- 
quently apply'd to weak Conſtitutions, Political 
as well as Natural. A People long uſed to Hard- 
ſhips, loſe by Degrees the very Notions of Liber- 
ty, they look upon themſelves as Creatures at Mer- 


cy, and that all Impoſitions laid on them by a 


ſtronger Hand, are, in the Phraſe of the Report, 
Legal and Obligatory. Hence proceeds that Po- 
verty and Lowneſs of Spirit, to which a Kingdom 
may be ſubject as well as a Particular Perſon. And 


When Eſau came fainting from the Field at the Point 


to Die, it is no wonder that he Sold his Birth- Right 
for 4 Meſs of Pottage. 
2 * 


= 6 
I though I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who 
could want Inſttuction, by what Methods they 
might ſafely proceed, whenever this Coyn ſhould 
be offered to them ; And I beheve there hath 
not been for many Ages an Example of any 
Kingdom ſo firmly united in a Point of great Im- 
portance, as this of Ours is at preſent, againſt 
that deteſtable Fraud. But however, it ſo hap- 
pens that ſome weak People begin to be allarmed 
anew, by Rumours induſtriouſly ſpread: Mood 
preſcribes to the News-Mongers in London What 
they are to write. In one of their Papers pub- 
liſhed here by ſome obſcure Printer (and probab- 
ly with no good Defign) we are told, that the Pa- 
„ piſts in Ireland have entered into an Aſſaciation 4- 
| 3 gainſt bis Coyn, although it he notoriouſly known, 
| ; that they never once offered to ſtir in the Matter; 
i ſo that the Two Houſes of Parliament, the Privy 
1 Council, the great Numbers of Corporations, 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the 
Grand- juries, and Principal Gentlemen of ſeveral 
Counties are ſtigmatized in a Lump under the 
Name of Papiſts. 
= This Impoſtor and his Crew do likewiſe give 
| 3 out, that, by refuſing to receive his Droſs for Ster- 
| . ling, we diſpute the Kirg's Prerogative, are grown 
| ripe for Rebellion, and ready to ſhake off the Depen= 
3 Adancyof Ireland upon the Crown of England. To 
countenance which Reports, he hath publiſh'd a 
Paragraph in another News-Paper, to let us 
= N know, 
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know, that the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to come 

i over immediatꝛly to ſettle his Half-pence. 

| I intreat you, my dear Countrymen, not to be 
under the leaſt Concern upon theſe and the like 
Rumours, which are no more than the laſt Howls *' 
of a Dog'diſſected alive, as I hope he hath ſuffi⸗⸗- 
ciently been. Theſe Calumnies are the only Re- 
ſerve that is left him, For ſurely our continued 
and (almoſt) unexampled Loyalty will never be 
called in Queſtion, for not ſuffering our ſelves 
to be Robbed of all that we have, by one ob- 
ſcure Iron- Monger. | 

As to diſputing the King's Prerogative, give me 
Leave to explain to thoſe who are Ignorant, what 
the meaning of that word Prerogative is. 
The Kings of theſe Realms enjoy ſeveral Po- 

wers, Wherein the Laws have not interpoſed; 
So they can make War and Peace without the Con- 
ſent of Parliament; and this is a very great 
Prerogative. But if the Parliament doth not ap- 
prove of the War, the King ruſt bear the 
Charge of it out of his own Purſe, and this is as 
great a Check on the Crown, So the King hath 
a Prerogætive to Coyn Money without Conſent of 
Parliament. But he cannot compel the Subject | 
to take that Money except it be Sterling, Gold 
or Silver ; becauſe herein he is Limited by Law. 
Some Princes have indeed extended their Preroga- 
tive further than the Law allowed them; Where- 

' In however, the Lawyers of Succeeding Ages, 5 

on 
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fond as they are of Precedents, have never dared 
to Juſtifie them. But to ſay the Truth, it is only 
of late Times that Prerogative hath been fixed and 
aſcertained, For whoever Reads the Hiſtories 
of England, will find that ſome former Kings, 
and theſe none of the worſt, have upon ſeveral 
Occaſions ventured to eontroul the Laws with ve- 
ry little Ceremony or Scruple, even later than the 
Days of Queen Elizabeth. In her Reign that 
pernicious Council of ſending Baſe Money hither, 
very narrowly failed of Loſing the Kingdom, be- 
ing complained of by the Lord Deputy, the 
Council, and the whole Body of the Engliſh here: 
So that ſoon after her Death it was recalled by 
her Succeſſor, and Lawful Money paid in Ex- 
change. 

Having thus given you ſome Notion of what 
is meant by the King's Prerogative, as far as a 
Tradeſman can be thought capable of Explaining 
it, I will only add the Opinion of the great Lord 
Bacon; That as God governs the World by the ſet led 
Laws of Nature, which he hath made, and never 
tranſcends thoſe Laws but upon High Important Oe- 
caſions: So among Earthly Princes, theſe are the 
Wiſeſt and the Beſt, who govern by the known Laws 
of the Country, and ſeldomeſt make Uſe of their Pre- 
rogative. 

Nou, here you may ſee that the Vile Accuſa- 
tion of Mood and his Accomplices, charging us 
with Diſputing the King's Prerogative by refuſing 

his 
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his Braſs, can have no Place, becauſe compelling 
the Subject to take any Coyn which is not Ster- 
ling is no Part of the King's Prerogative, and [ 
IHE! am very confident if it were ſo, we ſhould he the 
laſt of his People to diſpute it, as well from that 
inviolable Loyalty we have always paid to his 
Majeſty, as from the Treatment we might in 
ſuch a Caſe juſtly expect from ſome who ſeem to 
think, we have neither Common Senſe nor Common 
Senſes, But God be thanked, the Beſt of them are 
only our Fellow Subjects, and not our Maſters. One 
great Merit I am ſure we have, which thoſe of 
Engliſh Birth can have no Pretence to, That our 
Anceſtors reduced this Kingdom to the Obedi- 
\ ence of ENGLAND, for which we have been 
[ rewarded with a worſe Climate, the Priviledge of 
of being governed by Laws to which we do not 
| conſent, a Ruined Trade, a Houſe of Pecrs with. 
out Juriſdiction, almoſt an Incapacity for all Em- 
+ Pployments; and the Dread of Wood's Half-pence. 
But we are ſo far from diſputing the King's 
Prerogative in Coy ning, that we own he has Po- 
wer to give a Patent to any Man for ſetting his 
Royal Image and Superſcription upon whatever 
Materials he pleaſes, and Liberty to the Patentee 
to offer them in any Country from England to 
Japan, only attended with one ſmall Limitation, 
That no body alive is obliged to take them. 
Upon theſe conſiderations J was ever againſt 
all Recourſe to England for a Remedy againſt the 
| my preſent 
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preſent Impending Evil, eſpecially when I obſer⸗ 
ved that the Addreſſes of Both Houſes, after long 
Expectance, produced nothing but a REPORT 
altogether in Favour of Mood, upon which I made 
ſome Obſervations in a former Letter, and might 
at leaſt have made as many more: For it is a Pa- 
per of as Singular a Nature as | ever beheld, 

But I miſtake; for before this Report was made, 
His Majeſty's Moſt Gracious Anſwer to the Houſe 
of Lords was ſent over and Printed, wherein 
there are theſe Words, Granting the Patent for 
Coyning Half-pence and Farthingss AGREEABLE 
TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PRE- 
DECESSORS, &c. That King Charles 2d. and 
King James 2d. (AND THEY ONLY) did grant 
Patents for this Purpoſe 1s indiſputable, and I 
have ſhewn it at large. Their Patents were paſ- 
ſed under the great Seal of IRELAND by Re- 
ferences to IRELAND, the Copper to be Coy- 
ned in IRELAND, the Patentee was bound on 


Demand to receive his Coyn back in IRELAND 


and pay Silver and Gold in Return. Wood's Pa- 
tent was made under the great Seal of ENG- 
LAND, the Braſs Coyned in ENGLAND, not 
the leaſt Reference made to IRELAND, the Sum 
Immenſe, and the Patentce nnder no Obligation 
to receive it again and give good Money tor it: 
This I only mention, becauſe in my private 
Thoughts J have ſometimes made a Query, he- 
ther the Penner of thoſe Words in his Majeſty's 

* Moſt 
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Moſt Gracious Anſwer, AGREEABLE TO THE 
PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECES- 
SORS, had maturely conſidered the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances, which, in my poor Opinion ſeem to 
make a Difference. 
Let me now ſay ſomething concerning the 
other great Cauſe of ſome Peoples Fear, as Woed 
has taught the London News-Writer to expreſs 
it. That his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is com- 
ing ever to ſettle Wood's Half-pence. 

We know very well that the Lords Lieute- 
nants for ſeveral Years paſt have not thought this 
Kingdom Worthy the Horour ef their Reſidence, 
longer than was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
King's Buſineſs, which conſ:quently wanted no 
Speed in the Diſpatch ; and therefore it naturally 
fell into moſt Mens Thoughts, that a new Go- 
vernour coming at an Vnuſual Time mult por- 
tend ſome Unuſual Buſineſs to be done, eſpecially 
if the Common Report be true, that the Parlia- 
ment Prorogued to TI know not when, is by a 
new Summons (revoking that Prorogation) to 
aſſemble ſoon after his Arrival: For which ex- 
traordinary Proceeding the Lawyers on tother 
Side the Water have by great good Fortune 
found Two Precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into 
my Head that ſo Little a Creature as IWood could 
find Credit enough with the King and his Mini- 
ſters to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ſent 
hither in a Hurry upon his Errand, For 
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For let us take the whole Matter nakedly as 
it lies before us, without the Refinements of 
ſome People, with which we have nothing to do- 
Here is a Patent granted under the great Seal of 
England, upon falſe Suggeſtions to one William » 
Wood for Coyning Copper Half-pence for Ire- 
land: The Parliament here, upon Apprehenſions 
of the worſt Conſequences from the ſaid Patent, 
addreſs the King to have it recalled ; this is re- 
fuſed, and a Committee of the Privy Council 
Report to his Majeſty, that Wood has performed 
the Conditions of his Patent. He then is left to 
do the beſt he can with his Half-pence ; no Man 
being obliged to receive them; the People here, 
being likewiſe left to themſelves, unite as one 
Man, reſolving they will have nothing to do 
with his Ware, By this plain Account of the 
Fact it is Manifeſt, that the King and his Mi- 
niſtry are wholly out of the Caſe, and the Mat- 
ter is left to be diſputed between him and us. 
Will any Man therefore attempt to perſuade me, 
that a Lord Lieutenant .is to be diſpatched over 
in great Haſte before the Ordinary Time, and 
a Parliament ſummoned by anticipating a Proro- 
gation, meerly to put an Hundred thouſand 
Pounds into the Pocket of a Sharper, by the 
Ruin of a moſt Loyal Kingdom. 

But ſuppoſing all this to be true, By what Ar- 
guments could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on the 
ſame Parliament which addreſſed with ſo * 
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Zeal and Earneſtneſs againſt this Evil, to paſs it 
into a Law? Iam ſure their Opinion of Wood 
and his Project is not mended ſince the laſt Pro- 
rogation ; and Suppoſing thoſe Methods ſhould 
be uſed which Detractors tell ns, have been ſome- 
times put in Practice for gaining Votes. It is well 
known that in this Kingdcm, there are few Em- 
ployments to be given, and if there were more, 
it is as well known to whoſe Share they muſt fall. 
But becauſe great Numbers of you are alto- 
gether Ignorant in the Affairs of your Country, I 
will tell you ſome Reaſons why there are ſo few 
Employments to be diſpoſed of in this Kingdom. 
All conſiderable Offices for Life here are poſſeſ- 
fed by thoſe to whom the Reverſions were grant- 
ed, and theſe have been generally Followers of 
the Chief Governours, or Perſons who had In- 


tereſt in the Court of England. So the Lord Ber- 


kely of Stratton, holds that great Office of Maſter 
of the Rolls, the Lord Pal merſtomn is Firſt Remem- 
braucer worth near 2000 l. per Ann. One Doding- 
ton Secretary to the Earl of Pembrole, begged the 
Rev-rſion of Clerk of the Pells worth 2500 l. a 
Year, which he now enjoys by the Death of the 
Lord Newtown, Mr. Southwell is Secretary of 
State, and the Earl of Burlington Lord High Trea- 
ſurer of Ireland by Inheritance. Theſe are only 
a few among many others which I have been told 
of, but cannot remember. Nay the Reverſion 


of ſeveral Employments during Pleaſure are 
> - ah granted 
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granted the ſame Way, This among many os 
thers is a Circumſtance whereby the Kingdom of 
Ireland is diſtinguiſhed from all other Nations 
upon Earth, and makes it ſo Difhcult an Affair 
to get into a Civil Employ, that Mr. Addiſor 
was forced to purchaſe an old obſcure Place, call- 
ed Keepers of the Records of Bermingham's Tower 
of Ten Pounds a Year, and to get a Sallery of 
4001. annexed to it, though all the Records 
there are not worth Half a Crown, either for 
Curioſity or Uſe. And we lately faw_a Favon- 
rite Secretary deſcend to be Maſter of the Revels, 
which by his Credit and Extortion he hath made 
Pretty Conſiderable. I ſay nothing of the Under 
Treaſurerſhip worth about 8oool. a Year, nor 
the Commiſſioners of the Revenne, Four of 
whom generally live in England: For I think 
none of theſe are granted in Reverſion. But the 
Teſt is, that I have known upon Occafion ſome 
of theſe abſent Officers as Keen againſt the Inte- 
reſt of 1/eland, as if they had never been indebted 
to Her for a Single Groat. 

I confeſs, I have been ſometimes tempted to 
wiſh that this Project of Mood might ſucceed, be- 
cauſe I reflected with ſome Pleaſure what a Jolly 
Crew it would bring over among us of Lords and 
*Squires, and Penſioners of Both Sexes, and Officers 
Civil and Military, where we ſhould live toge= 
ther as merry and ſociable as Beggars, only with 
this one Abatement, that we ſhould neither have 
Eo : = — 
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Meat to feed, nor Manufacture, to Cloath us, 
unleſs we could be content to Prance about in 
Coats of Mail, or eat Braſs as Oſtritches do Iron. 
I return from this Digreſſion to that which 
gave me the Occaſion of making it: And l be- 
lieve you are now convinced, that if the Parlia- 
ment of Jreland were as Temptible as any other 
Aſſembly within 4 Mile of Chriſtendom (which 
God forbid) yet the Managers muſt of Neceſſity 
fail for want of Tools to work with. But I will 
yet go one Step further, by Suppoſing that a 
Hundred new Employments were erected on 
pur poſe to gratify Compliers ; yet ſtill an inſupe- 
rable Difficulty would remain; for it happens, 1 
know not how, that Money is neither Whig nor 
Tory, neither of Town nor Country Party, and it 
is not improbable, that a Gentleman would ra- 
ther chuſe to live upon his own Eſtate which 
brings him Gold and Silver, than with the Addi- 
tion of an Employment, when his Rents and Salle- 
ry muſt both be paid in Wood's Braſs, at above 

Eighty per Cent. Diſcount. | 
For theſe and many other Reaſons, I am con- 
fident you need not be under the leaſt Appre- 
henſions from the ſudden Expectation of the 
Lord Lieutenant, while we continue in our pre- 
ſent Hearty Diſpoſition ; to alter which there is 
no Suitable Temptation can poſſibly be offered : 
And if, as I have often aſſerted from the beſt 
Authority, the Law hath not left a Powey in the 
: Crown 
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Gon to force any Money except Sterling upon 
the Subject, much leſs can the Crown devolve 


ſuch a Power upon another. 


This I ſpeak with the utmoſt Reſpect to the 


Perſon and Dignity of His Excellency the Lord 
Carteret, whoſe Character hath been given me by 
a Gentleman that hath known him from his firſt 


Appearance in the World: That Gentleman 


deſcribes Him as a Young Noble Man of great 
Accompliſhments, Excellent Learning, Regular 
in his Life, and of much Spirit and Vivacity. 
He hath ſince, as I have heard, been employed 
abroad, was Principal Secretary of State, and is 
now about the 37th Year of his Age appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. From ſuch a Go- 
vernour this Kingdom may reaſonably hope for 
as much Proſperity as under ſo many Diſcourage- 
ments, it can be capable of Receiving. DEE 

It is true indeed, that within the Memory o 
Man, there have been Governours of ſo much 
Dexterity, as to carry Points of Terrible Con- 
ſequence to this Kingdom, by their Power with 
thoſe who are in Office, and by their Arts in 
managing or deluding others with Oaths, 
Affability, and even with Dinners. If Wood's 
Braſs had in thoſe Times been upon the Anvil, 


it is obvious enough ta conceive what Methods 


would have been taken. Depending Perſons 
would have been told in plain Terms, that it 
Was a Service expected from them, under Pain wire 
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Publick Buſineſs being put into more complying Hands. 
Others would be allured by Promiſes To the 
Country Gentlemen, beſides Good Words, Burgundy 
and Cloſeting. It would perhaps have been hint- 
ed how kindly it would be taken to comply with a 
Royal Patent, though it were not compulſary, that if 
any Iaconveniences enſued, it might be made up 
with other Graces or Favours hereaſter, That 
Gentlemen ought to conſider whether it were prudent 
or ſafe to diſguſt England : They would be defir- 
ed to think of ſome good Bills for encouraging of Trade, 
and ſetting the Poor to Work, ſome further Acts a- 
gainſt Popery and for Uniting Proteſtants, There 
would be folemn Engagements that we ſhould 
never be troubled with above Fourty thouſand Pounds 
in bis Coyn, and all of the beſt aud weightieſt Sort, for 
which we ſhould only give ow Manufactures in Ex- 
change, and keep our Gold and Silver at Home. Per- 
haps à ſeaſonable Report of ſome Invaſion would have 
been ſpread in the moſt proper Juncture, which is a 
great Smoother of Rubs in Publick Procecdings ; 
and we ſhould have been told that this was no 
Time to create Differences when the Kingdom was in 
Danger. 

Theſe 1 ſay, and the like Methods would in 
corrupt Times have been taken to let in this De- 
luge of Braſs among us: And I am Confident 
would even then have not ſucceeded, much leſs 
under the Adminiſtration of ſo Excellent a Per- 

fon as the Lord Carteret, and in a Country yu_ 
the 
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the People of all Ranks, Parties and Denomina- 
tions are convinced to a Man, that the utter un- 
doing of themſelves and their Poſterity for ever 
will be Dated from the Admiſſion of that Exe- 
crable Coyn ; that if it once enters, It can be no 
more confined to a ſmall or Moderate Quantity, 
than the Plague can be confined to a few Fami- 
lies, and that no Equivalent can be given by any 
earthly Power, any more than a Dead Carcaſs 


can be recover'd to Life by a Cordial. 


There is one comfortable Circumſtance in this 
Univerſal Oppoſition to Mr. Wood, that the 


People ſent over hither from England to fill up our 


Vacancies Eccleſiaſtical, Civil and Military, are all 
on cur Side; Min y, the great Divider of the 
World, hath by a ſtrange Revolution, been the 
great Uniter of a moſt Divided People. Who 
would leave a Hundred Pounds a Year in England 
(a Country of Freedom) to be paid a Thouſand in 
Ireland out of Wood's Exchequer. The Gentle- 
man They have lately made Primate would never 
quit his Seat in an Engliſh Houſe of Lords, and 
his Preferments at Oxford and Briſtol, worth 
Twelve hundred Pounds a Yer, for Four times 
the Denomination here, but not half the Value; 
therefore 1 expect to hear he will be as good an 


_ Jriſp Man, upon this Article, as any of his Bre- 


thren, or even of Vs who have had the Misfor- 
tune to be horn in this Iſland; For thoſe, who, 
in the common Phraſe, do not come hither to learn 
| | the 
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the Language, would never change a better Coun- 
try for a Worſe, to receive Braſs in ſtead of Gold. 
Another Slander ſpread by Wood and his E- 
miſſaries is, that by oppoſing him we diſcover 
an Inclination to ſhake off our Dependance upon the 
Crown of England. Pray obſerve how Important 
a Perſon is this ſame William Wood, and how the 
PublickWealof Two Kingdoms is involved in his 
Private Intereſt. Firſt, all thoſe who refuſe to 
take his Coyn are Papiſts; for he tells us that 
none but Papiſts are aſſociated againſt him; Second- 
ly, They diſpute the King's Prerogative 3 Thirdly, 
They are Ripe for Rebellion, and Fourthly, They 
are going to ſhake off their Dependance upon the Crown 
of England; That is to ſay, they are going ta 
chuſe another King : For there can be no other 
Meaning in this Expreſſion, however ſome may 
pretend to ſtrain it. | 
And this gives me an Opportunity of Ex- 
plaining, to thoſe who are Ignorant, another 
Point, which hath often Swelled in my Breaſt. 
Thoſe who come over hither to us from England, 
and ſome Weak People among our ſelves, when- 
ever in Diſcourſe we make mention of Liberty 
and Property, ſhake their Heads, and tell us, 
that Ireland is a Depending Kingdom, as if they 
would ſeem, by this Phraſe, to intend that the 
People of Ireland is in ſome State of Slavery or 
Dependance different from thoſe of England : 
Whereas a Depending Kingdom is a Modern Term 
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tient Civilians, and Writers upon Government; and 
Jreland is on the contrary called in ſome Statutes 
an Imperial Crown, as held only from God ; which 
is as High a Style as any Kingdom is capable 
of receiving, Therefore by this Expreſſion, a 
Depending Kingdom, there is no more underſtood 
than that by a Statute made here in the 33d 
Year of Henry 8th. The King and his Succeſſors 
are to be Kings Imperial of this Realm as United and 
Knit to the Imperial Crown of England. I have 
looked over all the Engliſh and Iriſh Statutes with- 


out finding any Law that makes Ireland depend 


upon England, any more than England does upon 
Ireland. We, have indeed obliged our ſelves.to 
have the ſame, King with them, and conſequently 
they are obliged to have the ſame King with us. 
For the Law was made by our own Parliament, 
and our Anceſtots then were not ſuch Fools 


(whatever they were in the Preceding Reign) to bring 


themſelves under I know not what Dependance, 
which is now talked of without any Ground of 
Law, Reaſon or Common Senſe, 


Let whoever think otherwiſe, I M. B. Drapier, 


defire to be excepted, for I declare, next un- 


der God, I depend only on the King my Sove- 
reign, and on the Laws of my own Country; 
and I am ſo far from depending upon the People of 
England, that if they ſhould ever Rebel againſt 


my Sovereign (which God forbid) 1 would be 


ready 


$B::D | 
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ready at the firſt Command from his Majeſty to 
take Arms againſt them, as ſome of „ Country- 
men did againſt Theirs at Preſton. And if ſuch a 
Rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to fix the 
| Pretender on the Throne of England, I would ven- 
ture totranſgreſs thatStature ſo far as to loſe every 
Drop of my Blood to hinder him from being 
King of Ireland. | 

is true indeed, that within the Memory of 
Man, the Parliaments of England have Sometimes 
aſſumed the Power of binding this Kingdom by 
Laus enacted there, wherein they were at firſt 
- openly oppoſed (as far as Truth, Reaſon and Fuſtice 
are capable 6f Oppoſing) by the Famous Mr. AMol:- 


| ox, an Engliſh Gentleman born here, as well 


as by ſeveral of the greateſt Patriots, and beſt 
Whigs in England ; But the Love and Torrent of 
Power prevailed, Indeed the Arguments on 
both ſides were invincible ; For in Reaſon, all 
Government without the Conſent of the Governed 
is the very Definition of Slavery : But in Fatt, Ele- 
ven Men well Armed will certainly ſubdue one Sin- 
gle Man in his Shirt. But I have done, For thoſe 
who have uſed Power to cramp Liberty have gone 
fo far as to Reſent even the Liberty of Complain- 
ing, altho' a Man upon the Rack was never 
known to be refuſed the Liberty of Roaring as 
loud as he thought fit, 

And as we are apt to fk too much under unrea- 
ſonable Fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclined to be 


Raiſed by groundleſs Hopes (according to the 
| Nature 
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Nature of all Conſumptive Bodies like ours) thus, 
it hath been given about for ſeveral Days paſt, 
that Some body in Ergland empowered a Second 
Some body to write to a third Some body here to 
aſſure us, that we ſhould no more be troubled with 


* theſe Half-pence, And this is Reported to have 


been done by the Same Perſon, who was ſaid to 
have Sworn tome Months ago, that he would 
Ram them down our Throats (though I doubt they 
would ſtick in our Stomachs) but which ever of 
theſe Reports is True or Falſe, it is no Concern 
of ours. For in this Point we have nothing to do 
with Engliſh Miniſters, and I ſhould be ſorry to 
lay it in their Power to Redreſs this Grievance or 
to Enforce it : For the Report of the Committee 
hath given me a Surfeir. The Remedy is wholly 
in your own Hands, and therefore I have di- 
greſſed a little in order to refreſh and continue 
that Spirit ſo ſeatonably raiſed amongſt you, and 
to let you ſee that by the Laws of GOP, of NA+ 
TURE, of NATIONS, and of your own Coun- 
try, you ARE and QUGHT to be as FREE a 

People as your Brethren in England. «rl3 
If the Pamphlets publiſhed at London by Wood 
and his Journey-men in Defence of his Cauſe, 
were Re-printed here, and that our Country- 
men could be perſwaded to Read them, they 
would convince you of his wicked Detign more 
than all I hall ever be able to fay. In ſhort. 
make him a perfect Saint in Compariſon of what 
he appears to be from the Writings of thoſe 
P whom 
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whom he Hires to Juſtifie his Projett, But he is 
ſo far Maſter of the Field (let others gueſs the Rea- 
ſon) that no London Printer dare publiſh any Pa- 
per written in Favour of Jreland, and here no bo- 
dy hath yet been ſo bold as to Publiſh any thing 
in Favour of him. 
There was a few Days ago a Pamphlet fent 
me of near 50 Pages Written in Favour of Mr. 
Wood and his Coynage, Printed in London, it is 
not worth anſwering, becauſe probably it will ne- 
ver be publiſhed here: But it gave me an Occaſi- 
on to reflect upon an Unhappineſs welye under, 
that the People of England are utterly ignorant 
of our Caſe, which however is no Wonder, ſince 
it is a Point they do not in the leaſt concern 
themſelves about, farther than perhaps as a Sub- 
ject of Diſcourſe in a Coffee-Houſe, when they 
have nothing elſe to talk of. For | have Rea- 
ſon to believe that no Miniſter ever gave himſelf 
the Trouble of Reading any Papers Written in 
our Defence, becauſe I ſuppoſe their Opinions are 
already determined, and are formed whollyupon 
the Reports of Wood and his Accomplices; elfe 
it would be impoſtible that any Man could have 
the Impudence to write ſuch a Pamphlet as I 
have mentioned. - 
Our Neighbours whoſe Underſtandings are juſt 
upon 4 Level with Ours (which perhaps are none 
of the Brighteſt) have a ſtrong Contempt for 
moſt Nations, but eſpecially for Ireland : They 
look upon Us as a Sort of Savage Triſh, whom 
our 
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our Anceſtors conquered ſeveral hundred Years 
ago, and if I ſhould deſcribe the Britains to you 
as they were in Cæſar's Time, when they Paint» 
ed their Bodies, or cloathed themſelves with the Skins 
of Beaſts, | would act full as reaſonably as they do: 
However they are ſo far to be excuſed in Rela- 
tion to the preſent Subject, that, hearing only 
one Side of the Cauſe, and having neither Oppor- 
tunity nor Curioſity to examine the Other, they 
believe a Lye merely for their Eaſe, and conclude, 
becauſe Mr. Wood pretends ro have Power, he 
hath alſo Reaſon on his Side, | HE 

Therefore to let you ſee how this Caſe is re- 
preſented in England by Wood and his Adherents, 
I have thought it proper to extract out of that 
Pamphlet a few of thoſe Notorious Falſhoods 
in Point of Fact and Reaſoning contained therein; 
the Knowledge whereof will confirm my Coun- 
try-men in their Own Right Sentiments, when 
they will ſee by comparing both, how much their 
Enemies are in the Wrong. 

Firſt, The Writer, poſitively aſſerts, That Wood's 
Half-pence were Current among us for ſeveral Months 
with the univerſal Approbation of all People, without 
one ſingle Gain-ſayer, and me all to a Man thought 
our ſelves Happy in having them. 

Secondly, He affirms, That we were drawn into 


4 Diſlike of them only by ſome Cunning Evil deſigning. 


Men among us, who oppoſed this Pateut of Wood to 
get another for themſelves. 
Thirdly, 


C3146 } 

Thirdly, That thoſe who moſt declared at firſt a- 
gainſt Wood's Patent were the very Men who intend- 
ed to get another for their own Advantage. 

Fourthly, That our Parliament and Privy-Coun- 
cil, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the 
Grand-Furies and Merchants, and im ſhort the whole 
Kingdom, nay the very Dogs (as he expreſſeth it) 
were fond of thoſe Half pence, till they were inſtum- 
ed by thoſe few deſigning Perſons aforeſaid, 

Fifthly, He ſays directly, That af thoſe who 
oppoſed the Half-pence were Papiſts and Enemies to 
King George. | 
Thus far 1am confident the moſt Ignorant a- 
mong you can ſafely ſwear from your own Know- 
ledge, that the Author is a moſt notorious Lyar 
in every Article; the direct contrary being fo 
manifeſt to the whole Kingdom, that if Occaſion 
required; we might get it confirmed ander Five 
hundred thouſand Hands. | 

Sixthly, He would perſuade us, That if we ſell 
Five Shillings worth of our Goods or Manufuctures 
for Two Shillings and Four pence worth of Copper, al- 
though the Copper were melted Down, and that we 
could get Five Shillings in Gold and Silver for the ſaid 
Goods, yet to take the ſaid Two Shillings and Four 
Pence in Copper, would be greatly for our Advantage. 


And Laſtly, He makes us a very fair Offer, 


as empowered by Wood, That if we will rake off 
Two hundred thouſand Pounds in his Half-pence for 


our Goods, and likewiſe pay him Three per Cent. Inte- 
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reſt for Thirty Tears, for an Hundred and Twenty thous 
ſand Pounds (at which he computes the Coynage above 
the Intrinſick Value of the Copper ) for the Loan of his 
Coyn, he will after that Tume give us good Money for 
what Half-pence will be then left. 

Let me place this offer in as Clear a Light as 1 
can to ſhew-the unſupportable Villainy and Im- 
pudence of that incorrigible Wretch. Firſt (fays 
he) I will ſend Two hundred thouſand Pounds of my 
Coyn into your Country, the Copper I compute to be in 
Real Value Eigbty thouſand Pounds, and I charge you 
with an Hundred and Twenty thouſand Pound: for the 
Coynage; ſo that you ſee Tlend you an Hundred and 
twenty thouſand Pounds for Thirty Tears, for which 
you ſhall pay me Three per Cent. Toat is to ſay Three 
thouſand Six hundred Pounds per Ann. which in Thir- 


ty Years will amount to an Hundred and eight thouſand 


Pounds. And when theſe Thirty Tears are expired, re- 
turn me my Copper and I will give you Good Money for 
it. | | 
This is the Propoſal made to us by Mood in 
that Pamphlet Written by one of his Commiſſion- 
ers; and the Author is ſuppoſed to be the ſame 
Infamous Coleby one of his Under-Swearers at the 
Committee of Council, who was tryed for Robbing 
the Treaſury here, where he was an Under Clerk. 
By this Propoſal he will firſt receive Two hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds, in Goods or Sterling for 
as much Copper as he Values at Eighty thouſand 
Pounds, but in Reality not worth Thirty =_ 
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ſand Pounds. Secondly, He will receive for In- 
tereſt an Hundred and Eight thouſand Pounds. 
And when our Children come Thirty Years 
hence to return his Half-pence upon his Execu- 
tors (for before that Time He will be probably 
gone to his own Place) thoſe Executors will very 
reaſonably reject them as Raps and Counterteits, 
which probably they will be, and Millions of 
them of his own Coynage. 

Methinks Iam fond of ſach a Dealer as this 
who mends every Day upon our Hands, like a 
Dutch Reckoning, where it you diſpute the Un- 
reaſonableneſs and Exorbitance of the Bill, the 
Landlord ſhall bring it up every Time with new 
Additions, 

Although theſe and the like Pamphlets publiſh'd 
by Woed in London be altogether unknown here, 
Where no body could Read them without as much 
Indignation as Contempt would allow, yet I thought 
it proper to give you a Specimen how the Man 
employs his Time, where he Rides alone without 
one Creature to contradit him, while OUR 
FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our Silence, 
and the Engliſh in general, if they think of this 
Matter at all, impute our Refuſil to Willfulneſs 
or Diſaffection, juſt as Wood and his Hirelings are 
Pleaſed to repreſent, 

But although our Arguments are not ſuffered to 
be Printed in England, yet the Conſequence will 
be of little Moment. Let Mood endeayour to 

| | * x Ps 


(119) 
Perſuade the People There, that we ought to Re- 
ceive his Coyn, and let me Convince our People 
Here, that they ought to Reject it under Pain of 
our utter Undoing. And then let him do his 
Beſt and his Worſt. 

Before I conclude, I muſt beg Leave in all Hu- 
mility to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great 
Indiſcretion, by cauſing ſo Honourable a Name as 
that of Mr. to be mentioned fo often, 
and in ſuch a Manner, upon his Occaſion : A 
ſhort Paper Printed at Briſtol and Re-printed 
here reports Mr. Wood to ſay, that he wonders at 
the Impudence and Inſolence of the Iriſh in refuſing 
his Coyn, and what he will do when Mr. W—— comes 
to Town. Where, by the Way, he is miſtaken, 
for it is the True Engliſh People of Ireland, who 
refuſe it, although we take it for granted that 
the 1-:h will do ſo too whenever they are asked. 
He orders it to be Printed in another Paper, 
that- Ar. W— will cram this Braſs down our 
Throats : Sometimes it is given out that we mult 
either take theſe Half- pence or eat our Brogues, And, 
in another News-Letter but of Yeſterday, we 


Read that the ſame great Man hath ſworn to male 


us ſmallow his Coyn in Fire- Balls. 

This brings to my Mind the known Story of a 
Scotch-man, who receiving Sentence of Death, 
with all the Circumſtances of Hanging, Beheading, 
Quartering, Embowelling, and the like, cryed out, 
What need ail ths COORERY : And 1 —_— we 

ave 
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have Reaſon to ask che ſame Queſtion; for if 
we believe Mood, here is a Dinner getting ready 
for us, and you ſee the Bill of Fare, and J am ſor- 
ry the Drink was forgot, which might eaſily be 
ſupply'd with Melted Lead and Flaming Pitch. 

What Vile Words are theſe to put into the 
Mouth of a great Councellor, in high Truſt with 
his Majeſty, and looked upon as a prime Mini- 
ſter. If Mr. Wood hath no better a Manner of 
repreſenting his Patrons, when I come to be a 
Great Man, he {hall never be ſuffered to attend at 
my Levee. This is not the Style of a Great Mi- 
niſter, it favours too much of the Kerrle and the 
Furnace, and came entirely out of Mr. Wood's 
Forge. 

As for the Threat of making us eat our Brogues, 
we need not be in Pain; for if his Coyn ſhould 
paſs, that Uynpolite Covering for the Feet, would no 
longer be a National Reproach ; becauſe then we 
ſhould have neither Shoe nor Brogue left in the 
Kingdom. But here the Falſhood of Mr. Wood 
is fairly detected; for lam confident Mr. W- 
never heard of a Brogue in his whole Life. 

As to Swallowing theſe Half-pence in Fire-Balls, 
it is a Story equally improbable. For to execute 
this Operation the whole Stock of Mr. Wood's 
Coyn and Metal muſt be melted down, and mol- 
ded into hollow Balls with Wild-fire, no bigger 
than a Reaſonable Throat can be able to ſwallow, 
Now the Metal he hath prepared, and already 

Tr | coy ned 
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coyned will amount to at leaſt Fifry Millions of 
Half-pence to be Swallowed by a Million and a 
Half of People; ſo that allowing Two Half- 
pence to each Ball, there will be about Seventeen 
Balls of Wild. ſire a- piece to be ſwallowed by eve- 
ry Perſon in this Kingdom; and to adminiſter 
this Doſe, there cannot be conveniently fewer, 
than Fifty thouſand Operators, allowing one Ope- 
rator to every Thirty, which, conſidering the 
Squeamiſhneſs of ſome Stomachs, and the Peeviſh- 
neſs of Young Children, is but reaſonable. Now, 
under Correction of better Judgm ents, I think 
the Trouble and Charge of ſuch an Experiment 
wouldex ceed the Profit, and therefore I rake this 
Report to be ſpurious, or, at leaſt, only a new Scheme 
of Mr. Wood himfelf, which, to make it paſs the 
better in Ireland, he would Father upon a Miniſter 
of State. 


But I will now demonſtrate, beyond all Contra 


diction, that Mr. is againſt this Project 
of Mr. Wood, and isan entire Friend to Ireland, 
only by this one invincible Argument, that he 
was the Univerſal Opinion of being a Wiſe Man, 
an able Miniſter, and in all his Proceedings pur- 


ſuing the True Intereſt of the King his Maſter = 


And that as his Integrity is above all Corruption, fo 
is his Fortune above all Temptation, I reckon there- 
fore we are perfectly ſafe from that Corner, and 


ſhall 


— 
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ſhall never be under the Neceſſity of Contending 

with ſo Formidable a Power, but be left to poſſeſs 
our Brogues and Potatoes in Peace, as Remote from 
Thunder as we are from Fupiter. 


I] am, 
My Dear Country-men, 
Oct. 13. 1724. Your Loving Fellow-Subject, 
| Fellow-Sufferer, and Humble 


Servant, 


* — 
— 


I 7 7, , 
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Seaſonable Ice. 
Since a Bill is preparing for the Grand Fary 
to find againſt the Printer of the Drapi- 
er's laſt Letter; there are ſeveral Things 
maturely to be conſidered by thoſe Gen- 


tlemen, before whom this Bill is to come, 
before they determine upon it. 


1 they are to conſider, that the Author 
of the ſaid Pamphlet, did write three other 
Diſcourles on the ſame Subject; which, inſtead 
of being cenſur'd, were univerſally approv'd by 
the whoie Nation, and were allowed to have 
raiſed, and continued that Spirit among us, which 
hitherto hath kept out Wood's Coin : For all Men 


will allow, that if thoſe Pamphlets had not been 


writ, his Coin muſt have O ver-run the Nation 
ſome Months ago. 

SECONDLY, it is to be conſider'd, that this 
Pamphlet, againſt which a Proclamation hath been 
iſu'd, is writ by the ſame Autkor, that no Body 
ever doubted the Innocence, and Goodneſs of his 
Deſign, that he appears through the whole Te- 
nor 
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nor of it, to be a Loyal Subject to his Majeſty, and 
devoted to the Houſe of Hanover, and declares 
himſelf, in a Manner, peculiarly Zealous againſt 
the Pretender: And if ſuch a Writer in Four ſe- 
veral Treatiſes on ſo nice a Subject, where a 
Royal Patent is concern'd, and where it was ne- 
ceflary of England and of Liberty, ſhould in one 
or two Places happen to let fall an Inadvertent 
Expreſſion, it would be hard to condemn him, 
after all. the Good he hath done; eſpecially when 
we conſider, that he could have no poſſible De- 
fign in View, either of Honour or Profit, but 
purely THE GOOD OF HIS COUNTRY. 
THIRDLY, it ought to be well conſider'd, 
whether any one Expreſſion in the ſaid Pam- 
phlet be really liable to a juſt Exception, much 
jeſs to be found Wicked, Malicious, Seditious, re- 

fletting upon his Majeſty and his Miniſtry, &c. 
The two Points in that Pamphler, which it is 
ſaid, the Profecutors intend chiefly to fix on, arc, 
Firſt, where the Author mentions the Penner of 
the King's Anſwer, Firſt, it is well known, his 
Majeſty is not Maſter of the Engliſh Tongue, and 
therefore it is neceſſary that ſome other Perſon 
ſnould be employ'd to Pen what he hath to ſay 
or write in that Language, Secondly, his M1- 
Jeſty's Anſwer is not in the firſt Perſon, but the 
third. It is not ſaid, we are concern d, or Our Roy- 
al Predeceſſors, but, His Majeſty is concerr?d ;, and 
His Royal Predeceſſors. By which it is plain, theſe 
are properly notthe Words of His Majeſty; but 
8 ſuppos'd 
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ſuppogd to be taken from him, and tranſmitted 
hither by one of his Miniſters. Thirdly. it will 
be eaſily ſeen, that the Author of the Pamphlet 
delivers his Sentiments upon this Particular, 
with the utmoſt Caution and Reſpect, as any 
impartial Reader will obſerve. 

The ſecond Paragraph, which, it is ſaid, will 
be taken Notice of as a Motive to find the Bill; 
is, what the Author ſays of Feland being a De- 
pendent Kingdom. He explains all the Dependency 
he knows of it, which is a Law made in Ireland 
whereby it is Enacted, that whoever is King of 
England, ſhall be King of lieland, Before this 
Explanation be condemned, and the Bill found 
upon it, it would be proper that ſome Lawyers 
ſhould. fully inform the Jury, what other Law 
there is, either Statute or Common, for this De- 
peridency; and it there be no Law, there is no 
Tranſgreſſion. 7 

The Fourth Thing very maturely to be con- 
ſidered by the Jury, is, what Influence their find- 
ing the Bill may have upon the Kingdom. The 
People in general find no Fault in the Drapier's 
laſt Book, any more than in the three former, 
and theretore when they hear it is condemned 
by a Grand Jury of Dublin, they will conclude 
it is done in. Favour of Wood's Coin, they will 
think we of this Town have chang'd our Minds, 
and intend to take thoſe Half-pence, and there- 
fore that it will be in vain for them to ſtand out : 
Sa that the Queſtion comes to this: Which ** 
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be of the worſt Conſequence? To let paſs one or 
two Expreſſions, at the worſt only unwary in a 
Book wrirten for the Publick Service, or to 
leave a free open Paſſage of Wood's Braſs to o- 
ver- run us, by which we ſhall be undone for ever? 
. The fifth thing to be conſidered, is, that the 
Members of the Grand Jury being Merchants, 
and Principal Shop-keepers, can have no Suitable 
Temptation offered them as a Recompence for the 
Miſchief they will ſifter by letting in this Coyn, 
nor can be at any Loſs or Danger by rejeting 
the Bill: They do not expe& any Employ ments 
in the State, to make up in their own private 
Advantage, the Deſtruction of their Country : 
Whereas thoſe who go about to Adviſe, Entice, 
or Threaten them to find that Bill, have great 
Employments, which they have a Mind to keep, 
or to pet greater, which was likewiſe the Caſe of 
all thoſe who Signed, to have the Author proſecu- 
ted, And therefore it is known, that his Grace 
the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Dublin, ſo renowned 
for his Piety, and Wiſdom, and Love of his Coun- 
try, abſolutely refuſed to condemn the Book, or 
the Anthor. 
Laſtly, it ought to be conſidered what Conſe- 
uence the finding the Bill, may have upon a 
poor Man perfectly innocent, | mean the Printer. 
A Lawyer may pick out Expreſſions, and make 
them liable to Exception, where no other Man 


is able to find any: But how can it be ſuppos'd 
„ 
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that an ignorant Printer can be ſuch a Critick ? 
He knew the Author's Deſign was honeſt, and 
approv'd by the whole Kingdom: He adviſed 
with Friends, who told him there was no Harm 
in the Book, and he could ſee none Himſelf. It 
was ſent him in an unknown Hand, but the ſame 
in which he receiv'd the three former. He and 
his Wife have offered to take their Oaths, that, 
they knew not the Author ; and therefore to find 
a Bill, that may bring a Puniſhment upon the In- - ü 
nocent, will appear very hard, to ſay no worſe. 
For it will be impoſſible to find the Author, un- |: 
leſs he will pleaſe to diſcover himſelf, although 
wonder he ever concealed his Name. But I 

ſuppoſe what he did at firſt out of Modeſty, he 
continues to do out of Prudence. God protect 
Us and Him. | 
Il will conclude all with a Fable, aſcribed to 
Demoſthenes : He had ſerved the People of Athens 
with great Fidelity, in the Station of an Oraror, 
when, upon a certain Occaſion, apprehending to 
be delivered over to his Enemics, He told the 
Athenians, his Countrymen, the following Story : 
Once upon a time, the Wolves deſired a League 
with the Sheep, upon this Condition; that the 
Cauſe of Strite might he taken away, which 
was, the Shepherds and Maſtiffs : This being grant- 3 
ed, the Molves, without all Fear, made Havock of! 
the Sheep. Ml 
November 11, 1724. 
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An Extract out dof a Book, Entituled, an exact 
Collection of the Dehates of the Houſe of 
Commons, held at Weſtminſter, October It. 
1680. pag. 150. 


RESOLUTIONS of the Houſe of Commons 
in Exgland, Nuv. the 13th 1680. 


Several Perſons being examin'd about the Diſ- 
miſſing a Grand Jury in Midaleſex; the 
Houſe came to the following Reſolutions. 


RE SOLVED, That the Diſcharging of a 
Grand Jury, by any Judge, before the Eud 
of the Term, Aſſizes, or Seſſions, while Matters 
are under their Con ideration, and not preſented, 
is Arbitrary, Illegal, Deſtructive to publick Ju- 
ſtice, a manifeſt Violation of his. Oath, and is 
a Means to nt. the rn Laws of 
thi- Kingdom. * 

R Ay OLV ED. F at 3 3 be ap- 
pointed to examine the Proceedings of the Judg- 
es in Weſtminſter- Hall, and Report the ſame with 
their Opinion therein to this Houſe, 


A 


| | 


L E ET EM. 


To the Right Honourable the 


Lord Viſcount Molefeworth. 


— 


| 


By 24. B. Drapier, Author of the Letter to 
the Shop- keepers, & c. 


They compaſſed me about alſo with Words o. 


For my Love they are my Ad verſaries, but I giye 
my ſelf unto Prayer. 


Hatred for my Love Pſal. 109. v. 3.4, 5. 
Seek not to be judge, being not able to take a 


Block in the Way of thy Uprightneſs. 


the Peo ple. 


7, &- 


Deceit, and fought againſt me without a Cauſe. 


And they have rewarded me Evil for Good, and 


way Iniquity, leaſt at any Time thou fear the 
Perion of the Mighty, and lay a ſtumbling 


Ofend not againſt the Multitude of a City, and 
then thou ſhalr not caſt thy ſelf down among 


Bind not one Sin upon another, for in One thou 
ſhalt not be Unpuniſhed. Ecclus, Ch. 7. V. 6, 


| 


Quanq zam O! Sed ſuperent, quibus Hoc, Neptunes 
dediſtt. 


Non jam prima pero Mneſttheus, neque vi ncere cerio: 


Dublin : Re-printed by George Faulkner in 


Pembroke-Court, Caſtle- ſtreet, 1725. 
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Directions to the Printer. 


Mr. Harding, 


Hen I ſent you my former Pa- 
pers, I cannot ſay, I intended 
you either Good or Hart, 
and yet you have happened 
through my Means to receive Both. I 
pray God deliver you from any more of 
the Latter, and increaſe the Former. Your 
Trade, particularly in this Kingdom, is of 
all others the moſt unfortunately Circum- 
ſtamiated; For as you deal in the moſt 
worthleſs kind of Traſh, the Penny Pro- 
_duttio.1s of Pennyleſs Scriblers, ſo you of- 
ten venture your Liberty and ſometimes 
your Lives, for the Purchaſe of half a 
Crown, and by your own Ignorance, are 
puniſhed for other Mens Actions. 

I am afraid, you in particular, think you 
have Reaſon to complain of Me, for your 
own and your Wife's Confinement in PRI: 
SON; 


. 

SON, to your great Expence, as well as 
Hardſhip, and for a Proſecution ſtill im- 
pending. But I will tell you, Mr. Har- 
aing, how that Matter ſtands. Since the 
Preſs hath layn under fo ſtrict an Inſpecti- 
On, thoſe who have a Mind to inform the 
World, are become ſo cautious, as to keep 
themſelves if poſſible out oft the Way of 
Danger. My Cuſtom is to dictate to a 
Prentice who can write in a feigned Hand, 
and what is written, we ſend to your Houſe 
by a Black-guard Boy. But at the ſame 
time I do aſſure you upon my Reputation, 
that I never did ſend you any thing, for 
which I thought you could poſſibly be cal- 
led to an Account. And you will be my 
Witneſs that I always delired you by a 
Letter to take ſcme good Advice before 
you ventured to Print, becauſe I knew the 
Dexterity of Dealers in the Law, at finding 
out ſomething to faſten on, where no Evil 
is meant ; I am told indeed, that you did 
accordingly conſult ſeveral very able Per- 
{ons, and even Some who atterwards appear- 
ed againſt you: To which I can only an- 
ſwer; that you muſt either change your 
WE | Adviſers, 
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Adviſers, or determine to print nothing 
that comes from a Drapter. 

I deſire you will ſend the incloſed Letter, 
directed to my Lord Viſcount Moleſworth 
at his Houſe at Brackdenſtown near Swords; 
but I would have it ſent Printed, far the 
Convenience of His Lordſhip's Reading, be- 
cauſe this Counterfeit Hand of my *Prentice 


is not very legible. And if you think fit 


to Publiſh it, I would have you firſt get it 


Read over carefully by ſome Notable Law. 


yer: I am aſſured you will find enough of 
them who are Friends to the Drapier, and 
Will do it without a Fee, which I am afraid 
you can ill afford after all your Expences. 
For althouzh I have taken ſo much Care, 
that I think it impoſſible to find a Topick 
out of the following Papers, for ſending 
you again to Priſon ; Yet I will not venture 
to be your Guarantee. 

This enſuing Letter contains only a 
ſhort Account of my ſelf, and an Humble 
Apology for my former Pamphlets, eſpeci- 
ally the Laſt, with little Mention of Mr, 
Wood or his Half-perce, becauſe I have al- 
ready ſaid enough upon that Subject, = 
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til Occaſion ſhall be given for New Fears; 
and in that Caſe, you may perhaps hear 
from me again. 


J am, 


From my Shop in | 
St. Francis ſtreet Tour Fr tend 


Dec. 14, 1714. f 
* and Servant, 


M. B 


— LOU 


POSTSCRIPT. 


For want of Intercourſe between you 
and Me, which I never will ſuffer ; your 
People are apt to make very groſs Errours 
in the Preſs, which I deſire you will pro- 


vide againſt, 
EH 
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To the Right Honourable the Lord 
Viſcount Moleſworth, at his Houſe 
at Brakdenſtown near Swords, 


My LORD, 


1d 2 £2 Reflect too late on the Maxim of 

: = common Obſervers, that thoſe who 

© 1 V#) mtddle in Matters out of their 
8 

DS 


AG Calling, will have Reaſon to re- 
WR pent ; which is now verified in 
me: For by engaging in the Trade of a Writer, 
I have drawn upon my ſelf the Diſpleaſure of the 
Government, ſignified by a Proclamation, pro- 
miſing a Reward of Three Hundred Pounds to 
the firſt faithful Subject who ſhall be able and in- 
clined to inform againſt me. To which I may 
add the laudable Zeal and Induſtry of my Lord 
Chief Juſtice in his Endeavours to diſcover ſo 
Dangerous a Perſon. Therefore whether I re- 
pent or no, | haye certainly Cauſe to do ſo, 
an 
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and the common Obſervation ftill ſtands 
good. | 
It will ſometimes happen, I know not how In 

the Courſe of Human Affairs, that a Man ſhall 
be made lyable to Legal Animadverſions, where 
he has nothing to anſwer for, either to God or 
his Country; and condemned at Weſtminſter Hall 
for what he will never be charged with at the 
Day of Fudgment. ; 

After ſtrictly examining my own Heart, and 
conſulting ſome Divines of great Reputation, I 
cannot accuſe my ſelf of any Malice or Wicked- 
neſs againſt the Publick ; of any Deſigns to Sow Se- 
dition, of refl:Fing on the King and his Miniſters, 
or of endeavouring to alienate the Affections of the 
People of this Kingdom from thoſe of England. All 
I can charge my ſelf with, is a weak Attempt to 
ſerve a Nation in Danger of Deſtruction by a 
moſt wicked and malicious Projector, without 
waiting until I were called to its Aſſiſtance ; 
which Attempt, however it may perhaps give 
me the Title of Pragmatical and Overweening, 
will never lye a Burthen upon my Conſcience. 
God knows whether 1 may not with all my Cau- 
tion have already run my ſelf into Danger, by 
offering tffus much in my own Vindication. For 
I have heard of a Judge, who, upon the Crimi- 
nals Appeal to the Dreadful Day of Fudgment, told 
him he had incurred a Premunire, for appealing to 
4 Foreign Furiſdiction: And of another in Wales, 
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who ſeverely checked the Priſoner for offering 


the ſame Plea, taxing him with reflecting on the 


Court by ſuch a Compariſon, becauſe Compariſons 
were odious. 


But in Order to make ſome Excuſe for being 
more ſpeculative than others of my Condition, 1 


deſire your Lordſhip's Pardon, while lam doing 
a very fooliſh thing, which is, to give you fome 
little Account of my felf, | 


I was bred at a Free-Schoot where ! acquired 


ſome little Knowledge in the Latin Tongue, I ſers 
ved my Apprenticeſhip in London, and there ſet up 
for my ſelf with good Succeſs, till by the Death of 
ſome Friends, and the Misfortunes of Others, I re- 
turned into this Kingdom, and began to employ 
my Thoughts in cultivating the Moollen Manu- 
facture through all its Branches; wherein I met 
wich great Diſcouragement and powerful Oppo- 
ſers, whoſe Objections appeared to me very 
ſtrange and ſingular. They argued, that the Peo- 


ple of England would be offended if our Manu- | 


factures were brought to equal theirs : and even 
ſome of the Weaving Trade were my Enemies, 
which 1 could not but look upon as abſurd and un- 


natural. I remember your Lordſhip at that Time 


did me the Honour to come into my Shop, 
where I ſhewed you a Piece of Black and White 
Stuff juſt ſent from the Dyer, which you were 


pleaſed to approve of, and be my Cuſtomer for ĩt. 
8 
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However, I was ſo mortified, that I reſolved for 
the future to fit quietly in my Shop, and deal in 
Common Goods like the reſt of my Brethren. Till 
it bappened ſome Months ago, conſidering with 
my ſelf, that the lower and poorer Sort of People 
wanted a plain, ſtrong, coarſe Stuff, to defend them 
againſt cold Eaſterly Winds, which then blew very fierce 
and blaſting for a long Time together. I contrived 
one on purpoſe, which ſold very well all over the 
Kingdom, and preſerved many Thouſands from 
*Agues, I then made a a Second and a Third kind 
of Stuffs for the Gentry with the ſame Succeſs, in- 

ſomuch that an Ague hath hardly been heard of 
for ſome time. 

This incited me ſo far, that I ventured upon a 
Fourth Piece made of the beſt 1r;ſ Wooll I could 
get, and I thought it Grave and Rich enough to 
be worn by the beſt Lord or Fudge of the Land. 
But of late, ſome Great Folks complain, as I hear, 
that when they had it on, they felt a Shuddering 
in their "Limbs, and have thrown it off in a Rage, 
curſing to Hell the poor Drapier who invented it, 
ſo that I am determined never to work for Perſons 
of Quality again, except for your Lordſhip and a 
very few more. 

l aſſure your Lordſhip, upon the Word of an 

Honeſt Citizen, that I am not Richer by the Va- 

lue of one of Mr. Wood's Half pence with the 

Sale of all the ſeveral Suff I have contrived ; for 

1 give the whole Profit co the Dyers and ay 
-.. All 
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And therefore I hope you will pleaſe to believes 
that no other Motive, beſides the Love of my 
Country, could engage me to buſie my Head and 
Hands to the Loſs of my Time, and the Gain of 
nothing but Vexation and Il Will. 

I have now in Hand one Piece of Stuff to be 
woven on purpoſe for your Lorcſhip, alchough 
I might be aſhamed to offer it you, after 1 have 
confeſſed that it will be made only from the 
Shreds and Remnants of the Wooll employed in the 
Former. However I ſhall work it up as well as 1 
can, and at worſt, you need only give it among 
your Tenants. 

I am very ſenſible how ill your Lordſhip is like 
to be entertained with the Pedantry of a Drapier 
in the Terms of his own Trade. How will the 
Matter be mended, when you find me entring a- 
gain, though very ſparingly, into an Affair of 
State; For ſuch is now grown the Controverſie 
with Mr. Wood, if ſome great Lawyers are to be 
Credited. And as often as it happens at Play, 
that Men begin with Farthings, and go on to 
Gold, till ſome of them loſe their Eſtates and dye 
in Jayl ; ſoit may poſlibly fall out in my Caſe, 
that by playing tao long with Mr. Wood's Half- 
pence, I may be drawn in to pay a Fine, double 
to the Reward for Betraying me, be ſent to Pri- 
ſon, and not be delivered thence till I ſhall have pay- 
ea the uttermoſt Farthing. 

There 
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There are, my Lord, three forts of Perſons 
with whom 1 am reſolved never to diſpute ; A 
High-way-man with a Piſtol at my Breaſt, a Troop 
of Dragoons who come to plunder my Houſe, and 
a Man of the Law who can make a Merit of ac- 
cuſing Me. In each of theſe Caſes, which are al- 
moſt the ſame, the beſt Method is to keep out of 
the Way, and the next Beſt is to deliver your Money, 
ſurrender your Houſe, and confeſs nothing. 

I am told that the two Points in my laſt Letter, 
from which an Occaſion of Offence hath been ta- 
ken, are where I mention his Majeſty's Anſwer 
to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords upon Mr. 
Wood's Patent, and where I diſcourſe upon Jre- 
land's being a Dependent Kingaom. As to the For- 
mer, I can only fay, that I have treated it with 
the utmoſt Reſpe& and Caution, and I thought 
it neceſſary to ſhew where Wood's Patent differed 
in many eſſential Parts, from all others that ever 
had been Granted, becauſe the contrary had for 
waat of due Information been ſo ſtrongly and ſo 
largely aſſerted. As to the other, of Ireland's 
Dependency, 1 confeſs to have often heard it men- 
tioned, but was never able to underſtand what it 
meant, This gave me the Curioſity to enquire 
among ſeveral Eminent Lawyers, who profeſſed 
they knew nothing of the Matter. I then turn- 
ed over all the Statutes of both Kingdoms with- 
out the leaſt Information, further than an Jriſ 
Act that I quoted of the 33d of Hen) 8th, uni- 
ting 
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ting Ireland to England under one King. I can- 
not ſay, 1 was ſorry to be diſappointed in my 
Search, becauſe it is certain, I could be content- 
ed to depend only upon God and my Prince and the 
Laws of my own Country, after the Manner of other 
Nations, But ſince my Betters are of a Different 
Opinion, and deſire further Dependencies, | ſnall 
readily ſubmit, not inſiſting on the Exception I 
made of M. B. Drapier. For indeed that Hint 
was borrowed from an Idle Story I had heard in 
Ergland, which perhaps may be common and 
beaten, but becauſe it inſinuates neither Treaſon nor 
Sedition, I will juſt barely relate it. 

Some Hundred Years ago when the Peers were 
ſo great that the Commons were Jooked upon as 
little better than their Dependents, a Bill was 
brovght in for making ſome new Additions to the 
Power and Privileges of the Peerage. After it 
was read, one Mr. Drue a Member of the Houſe, 
ſtood up, and ſaid, he very much approved the 
Bill, and would give his Vote to have it Paſs; but 
however, for ſome Reaſons beſt known to him- 
ſelf, he deſired that a Clauſe might be inſerted 
for excepting the Family f the Drues. The Od- 


neſs of the Propoſition taught others to reflect a 


little, and the Bill was thrown our, 

Whether I were miſtaken, or WENT TOQ 
FAR in examining the Dependency, mult be left to 
the impartial Judgment of the World, as well as 
to the Courts of Judicature, although indeed not 

in 
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in ſo effectual and deciſive a Manner. But to af. 
firm, as hear ſome do, in order to countenance 
a fearful and ſervile Spirit, that this Point did 
not belong to my Subject, is a Falſe and Fooliſh Ob- 
jection. There were ſeveral Scandalous Reports 
induſtriouſly ſpread by Mood and his Accompli- 
ces to diſcourage all Oppoſition againſt his Infa- 
mous Prœoject. They gave it out that we were 
Prepared for a Rebellion, that we diſputed the 
King's Prerogative, and were ſhaking off our De- 
pendency. The firſt went ſo far, and obtained fo 
much Belief againſt the moſt viſible Demonſtrati- 
ons to the contrary, that a great Perſon of this 
Kingdom, now in England, ſent over ſuch an Ac- 
count of it to his Friends, as would make any 
good Subj. & bath grieve and tremble, I thought 
it therefore neceſſary to treat that Calumny as it 
deſer ved. Then I proved by an invincible Argu- 
ment, that we could have no Intention to diſpute 
his Majeſty's Prerogative, becauſe the Prerogative 
was not concerned in the Queſtion, the Civilians 
and Lawyers of all Nations agreeing that Copper 
is not Money. And laſtly to clear us from the Im- 
putation of ſhaking off our Dependency; I ſhewed 
wherein as I thought this Dependency conſiſted, 
and Cited the Statate above-mentioned made- in 
Ireland, by which it is enacted, that whoever is 
King of England ſhall be King of Ireland, and that 
the Two Kingdoms ſhall be for ever knit together 
under one King. This, as I conceiyed, did wholly 
| | acquit 
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acquit us of Intending to break our Dependency; 
becauſe it was altogether out of our Power, for 
ſurely no King of England will ever conſent to 
the Repeal of this Statute. 

But upon this Article Iam charged with a hea- 
vier Accuſation. It is ſaid | WENT TOO 
FAR, when I declared, that if ever the Pretender 
ſboxld eome to be fixed upon the Throne of England 
(which God forbid) I mould ſo far venture to tranſ- 
greſs this Statute, that 1 would loſe the la Drop of 
my 12 be fore I would ſubmit to him as King of Ire- 
land. | 

This I hear on all Sides, is the ſtrongeſt and 
weightieſt Objection againſt me, and which hath 
given the moſt Offence ; that Iſhould be ſo bold 
to declare againſt a direct Statute, and that any 
Motive how ſtrong ſoever, could make me reject 
a King whom England ſhould receive. Now if 
in defending my ſelf from this Accuſation I ſhou*d 
freely confeſs, that | WENT TOO FAR, that 
the Expreſſion was very indiſcreet, although oc- 
caſioned by my Zeal for his preſent Majeſty and 
his Proteſtant Line in the Houſe of Hanover, 
That I ſhall be careful never to offend again in 
the like Kind. And that I hope this free Ac- 
knowledgement and Sorrow for my Error, will be 
ſome Attonement and a little ſoften the Hearts 
of my Powerful Adverſaries. I ſay, if I ſhould 
offer ſuch a Defence as this, I do not doubt but 
ſome People would wreſt it to an ill — by 

| ome 
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ſome ſpiteful Interpretation, and therefore ſince 
I cannot think of any other Anſwer, which that 
8 can admit, I will leave it to the Mer. 
cy of every Candid Reader. 

I will now venture to tell your Lordſhip a Se- 
cret, whereinl fear you are too deeply concerned. 
You will therefore pleaſe to know that this Habit 
of Writing and Diſcourſing, wherein 1 unfortu- 
nately differ from almoſt the whole Kingdom, and 
am apt to Grate the Ears of more than I could 
wiſh was acquired during my Appenticeſhip in 
London, and a long Reſidence there after I had 
ſet up for my ſelf. Upon my Return and Set- 
tlement here, I thought I had only changed one 


Country of Freedom for another. I had been long 


converſing with the Writings of your Lordſhip, 


Mr. Lock, Mr. Molineaux, Colonel Sidney and o- 


ther Dangerous Authors, who talk of Liberty as 
a Bleſſing, to which the whole Race of Mankind bath 
an original Title, whereof nothing but unlawful Force 
can diveſt them, I knewa good deal of the ſeveral 
Gothick laſtiturions in Europe, and by what Inci- 
dents and Events they come to be deſtroyed ; 
and I ever thought it the moſt uncontrolled and 
univerſally agreed Maxim, that Freedom: conſiſts in 
a People being Governed by Laws made with their 
own Conſent, and Slavery in the Contrary. I have 
been likewiſe told, and believe ir to be true, that 
Liberty and Property, are Words of known Uſe 
and Signification in this Kingdom, and the very 

4 Lawyers 
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Lawyers pretend to underſtand, and have them of: 
ten in their Mouths, 
which have miſled me, and to which alone I muſt 
impute the ſevere Treatment 1 have received; 
But I ſhall in Time grow Wiſer, and learn to con- 
ſider my Driver, the Road I am in, and with whom 
Tam Yoked. This 1 will venture to ſay, that the 
boldeſt and moſt obnoxious Words Jever deliver- 
ed, would in England have only expoſed me as a 
ſtupid Fool, who went to prove that the Sun 
ſhone in a Clear Summers Day; and 1 have Witneſ⸗ 
ſes ready to depoſe that your Lordſhip hath faid 


and writ Fifty times worſe, and what is ſtill an, 


Aggravation, with infinitely more Wit and Lear- 
ning, and ſtronger Arguments, ſo that as Poli- 
ticks run, | do not know a Perſon of more ex- 
ceptionable Principles than Your ſelf; and if e- 
ver 1 ſhall be diſcovered, I think you will be 
bound in Honour to pay my Fine, and ſupport 
me in Priſon ; or elſe I may chance to Inform a- 
gainſt you by Way of Kepriſal. 7 25 
In the mean time, I beg your Lordſhip to re- 
ceive my Confeſſion, that if there be any ſuch 
thing as a Dependency of Ireland upon England, 
otherwiſe than as I have explained it, either 
the Law of God, 'of Nature, of Reaſon, of Nati- 
ons, or of the Land (which I ſhall never hereaf- 
ter conteſt) then was the Proclamation againſt me, 


the moſt Merciful that ever was put out, and in- 


ſtead of accuſing me as Malicious, Wicked and Se- 
| 3 ditious, 
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ditious, it might have been directly as Guilty of 
High-Treaſon. 

All I deſire is, that the Cauſe of my Country 
againſt Mr, Mod may not ſuffer by any lnadver- 
tency of mine; Whether Jreland depend upon 
Englara, or only upon God, the King and the 
Law, I hope no Man will aſſert that it depends 
upon Mr. Wood. I ſhould be heartily ſorry that 


this C mmendable Reſentment againſt me ſhould _ 


accidentally (and I hope, what was never intend- 
ed) ſtrike a Damp upon that Spirit in all Ranks 
and Corporations of Men againſt the deſparate 
and Ruinous Deſign of Mr. Wood. Let my 
Countrymen blot out thoſe Parts in my laſt Let- 
ter which they diſlike, and let no Ruſt remain on 
my Sword, to cure the Wounds I have given to 
our moſt Mortal Enemy. When Sir Charles Sd- 
ney was taking the Oaths, where ſeveral Things 
were to be Renounced, he ſaid he loved Renoun- 
cing, asked if any more were to be Renounced, 
for he was ready to Renounce as much as they plea- 
fed. Although I am not ſo thorough a Renouncer; 


yet let me have but Good City Security againſt this 


Peſtilent Coynage, and I ſhall be ready not only 
to Renounce every Syllable in all my Four Letters, 
but deliver them chearfully with my own Hands 
into thoſe of the Common Hang-man, to be burnt 

with no better Company than the Coyner's Effi- 
gies if any Part of it hath eſcaped out of the 
Secular Hands of the Rabble. | 


But 
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But whatever the Sentiments of ſome People 
may be, I think it is agreed that many of thoſe 
who Subſcribed againſt me, are on the Side of a 
vaſt Majority in the Kingdom who'oppoſed Mr. 
Wood; and it was with great Satisfaction that 1 
obſerved ſome Right Honcurable Names very ami- 


cably joined with my own at the Bottom of a ſtrong 


Declaration againſt Him and his Coin. But if the 
Admiſſion of it among us be already deter nined, 
the Worthy Perſon who is to Betray me ought in 
Prudence to do it with all convenient Speed, or 
elſe it may be difficult to find Three hundred 


Pounds in Sterling for the Diſcharge of his Hire; 


when the Publick ſhall have loft Five hundred 
Thouſand, if there be ſo much in the Nation, be- 
fides Four Fifths'of its Annual Income for ever. 

I am told by Lawyers, that in Quarrels be- 
tween Man and Man, it is of much Weight, 


which of them gave the firſt Provocation or 
ſtruck the firſt Blow. It is manifeſt that Mr. 


Wood hath done Both, and therefore I ſhould 


humbly propoſe to have him firſt Hanged, and 


his Dreſs thrown into the Sea; after which the 
Drapier will be ready to ſtand his Tryal. I: muſt 
needs be that Offences come, but Wo unto him by whom 
the Offence cometh. If Mr. Wood had held his Hand 
every body elſe would have held their Tongues, 
and then there would haye been little Need of 
Pamphlets, Juries, or Proclamations upon this Oc- 

caſion. 
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caſion. Fhe Provocation muſt needs have been 
Great, which could ſtir up an obſcure indolent 
Drapier to become an Author. One would almoſt 
think the very Kones in the Street would 1 up 
in ſuch a Cauſe: And I am not ſure they will not 
do ſo againſt Mr. Wood if ever he comes within 
their Reach. It is a known Story of the Dumb 
Boy, whoſe Tongue forced a Paſſage for Speech 
by the Horrour of ſeeing a Dagger at his Fa- 
ther's Throat. This may leſſen the Wonder 
that a Tradeſman hid in Privacy and Silence 
Mould cry out when the Life and Being of his Po- 
Utical Mother are attempted before his Face, and 


by fo infamous a Hand. | 
But in the mean time, Mr. Wood the Deſtroyer of 
a Kingdom walks about in Triumph (unleſs it be 
true, that he is in Jay] for Debt) while he who en- 
deavoured to aſſert the Liberty of his Country is for- 
ced to hide his Head for occaſionally dealing in a 
Matter of Controverſy. However, I am not the firſt 
who hath been condemned to Death for gaining 4 
great Victory over a Powerful Enemy, by diſo- 
beying for ance the ſtrict Orders of Military Diſ- 
cipline. "SW 
I am now reſolved to follow(after the uſual Pro- 
ceeding of Mankind, becauſe it is too late) the 
Advice given me by a certain Dean. He ſhewed 
the Miſtake I was in of truſting to the general 
good Will of the People, that I had ſucceeded hi- 
therto, better than couid be expected, but bun 
| ome 
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ſome Unfortunate Circumſtantial Lapſe wonld-pros 
bably bring me within the Reach of Power. That 
my good Intentions would be no Security againſt 
thoſe who watched every Motion of my Pen, in the Bite 
terneſs of my Soul. He produced an Inſtance of a 
Writer as Innocent, as diſintereſted, and as well» 
meaning as my ſelf, where the Printer, who had 
the Author in his Power, was proſecuted with the 
utmeſt Zeal, the Fury ſent back Nine times, and the 
Man given up to the Mercy of the Court. The 
Dean further obſerved, that I was ina manner 
left alone to ſtand the Battle, while others who 
had ten Thouſand times better Talents than a 
Drapier, were ſo prudent to lye ſtill, and perhaps 
thought it no unpleaſant Amuſement to look on 
with Safety, while another was giving them Di- 
verſion at the Hazard of his Liberty and Fortune, 
and thought they made a ſufficient Recompence 
by a little Applauſe; whereupon he concluded 
with a ſhort Story of a Few at Madrid, who be- 
ing condemned. to the Fire on Account of his 
Religion, a Crowd of School-boys following him 
to the Stake, and apprehending they might loſe 
their Sport, if he ſhould happen to recant, would 
often clap bim on the Back, and cry, Sta firme Moy- 
eſe (Moſes, continue ſteadfaſt.) | 
I allow this Gentleman's Advice to have been 
Good, and his Obſervations juſt, and in one Re- 
ſpect my Condition is worſe than that of the 
Jem, for no Recanration will ſave me. However, it 
ſhould 


— 
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ſhould ſeem by ſome late Proceedings, that my 
State is not altogether deplorable, This I can 
impute to nothing but the Steadineſs of to im- 
partial Grana-Furies, which hath confirmed in me 
an Opinion I have long entertained, That, as Phi- 
loſophers ſay, Virtue is ſeated in the Middle, fo in 
another Senſe, the little Virtue left in the World 
is chiefly to be found among the middle Rank of 


Mankind, who are neither allured out of her Paths 


by Ambition, nor Driven by Poverty. 

Since the Proclamation occaſioned by my laſt 
Letter, and a Due Preparation for proceeding a- 
gainſt me in a Court of Juſtice, there have been 
two printed Papers clandeſtinely ſpread about, 
whereof no Man is able to trace the Original, 


further than by Conjecture, which with its uſual 


Charity, lays them to my Account, The for- 
mer is entituled, Seaſonable Advice, and appears 
to have been intended for Information of the 
Grand Jury, upon the Suppoſition of a Bill to be 
Prepared againſt that Letter. The Other is an 
Extract from a printed Book of Parliamentary 
Proceedings, in the Year 1680, containing an 
angry Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons in 
England, againſt diſſolving Grand Furies. As to 
the Former, your Lordſhip will find it to be 
the Work of a more artful Hand, than that of 
a common Drapier. It hath heen cenſured for 


endeayouring to influence the Minds of a Jury, 


which ought to be wholly free and unbyaſſed F 
| all 
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and for that Reaſon, it is manifeſt, that, no Fudge 


was ever known either por or off the Bench, ei- 
ther by Himſelf, or his Dependents, to uſe the 
leaſt Inſinuation, that might poſſibly affect the 
Paſſions, or Intereſts of any one ſingle Fury-man, 
much leſs of a whole Fury 3 whereof every Man 
muſt be convinced, who will juſt give himſelf the 
Trouble to dip into the common printed Tryals 
ſoas, it is amazing to think, what a Number of 
Upright Judges there have been in both Kingdoms 
for above Sixty Tears paſt, which, conſidering how 
long they held their Offices during Pleaſure, as 
they ſtill do among us, | account next to a Miracle. 


As to the other Paper, I muſt confeſs it is a 


ſharp Cenſure of an Engliſh Houſe of Commons 
againſt diſſolving Grand-Furies by any Judge be- 
fore the End of the Term, Aſſizes, or Seſſions, 


while Matters are under their Conſideration, and 


not preſented, is Arbitrary, Illegal, Deſtructive 
to publick Juſtice, a manifeſt Violation of his 
Oath, and is a means to ſubyert the Fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Kingdom. 

However, the Publiſher ſeems to haye been 


miſtaken, in what he aimed at. For, whatever 


Dependence there may be of Ireland upon England, 
I hope he would not inſinuate, that the Proceed- 
ings of a Lord Chief Fuſtice in Ireland muſt depend 


upon a Reſolution of an Engliſh Houſe of Commons. 


Beſides, That Reſolution although it were levelled 
againſt a particular Lord Chief Juſtice, Sir Mil- 
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liam Scroggs, yet the Occaſion was directly con- 
trary : For Scroggs diſſolved the Grand-Fury of Lon- 
don, for Fear they ſhould Preſent, but our's in 
Dublin. was diſſolved becauſe they would not Pre- 
ſent, which wonderfully alters the Caſe. And 
therefore a Second Grand Fury ſupply'd that De- 
fect, by making a Preſentment that hath pleaſed 


the whole Kingdom. However I think it is agreed 


by all Parties, that both the One and the Other 
Fury behaved themſelves in ſuch a Manner, as 
ought to be remembred to their Honour, while 
there ſhall be any Regard left among us for Vir- 
tue Or Publick Spirit. | 

I am confident your Lordſhip will be of my 
Sentiments in one Thing, that ſome ſhort plain 


Authentick Tra& might be publiſhed for the 


Information both of Petty and Grand-Furies, how 
far their Power reacheth, and where it is limit- 
ed, and that a Printed Copy of ſach a Treatiſe 
might be depoſited in every Court, to be con- 
ſulted by the Jurymen before they conſider of 
their Verdict; By which abundance of Inconve- 
niences would be avoided, whereof innumerable 
Inſtances might be produced from former Times, 


becauſe I will ſay nothing of the Preſent, 


1 have read ſomewhere of an Eaſtern King 


who put a Fudge to Death for an iniquitous Sen- 


tence, and order'd his Hide to be ſtuffed into a Cuſhi- 


on, and placed upon the Tribunal for the Son to 


fit on, who was preferred to his Father's _ 


rn 
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I fancy ſuch a Memorial might not have been 
unuſeful to a Son of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his Succeſſors would often wriggle 
in their Seats as long as the Cuſhion laſted ; 1 wi 
the Relator had told us what Number of ſuch 
Caſhions there might be in that Country. 
I cannot but obſerve to your Lordſhip. how 
Nice and Dangerous a Point it is grown for a 
private Perſon to inform the People, even in an 
Affair where the Publick Intereſt and Safety are 
ſo highly concerned as that of Mr, Wood, and 
this ian a Country, where Loyalty is woven into the 
very Hearts of the People, ſeems a little extraordina- 
ry. Sir William Scroggs was the firſt who intro- 
duced that commendable Accuteneſs into the Courts 
of Judicature; But how far this Practice hath 
been 1mitated by his Succeſſors or trained upon 
Occaſion, is out of my Knowledge. ' When 
Pamphlets unpleaſing to the Miniſtry were preſen- 
ted as Libels, he would order the offenſive Para- 
graphs to be read before him, and ſaid it was 
ſtrange that the Judges and Lawyers of the 
King's Bench ſhould be Duller than all the Peo- 
ple of England; And he was often ſo very hap- 
py in applying the Initial Letters of Names, and 
expounding dubious Hints (the two common Ex- 
pedients among Writers of that Claſs for eſca- 
ping the Law) that he diſcovered much more than 
ever the Authors intended, as many of them or 
their Printers found to their Coſt, If ſuch Me- 
Te oo = ²˙ > IR 
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thods are to be followed in examining what 1 
Have already written or may write hereafter up- 
oh the Subject of Mr. Wood, 1 defy any Man of 
fifty Times my Underſtanding and Caution to 
avoid being entrapped, unleſs he will be content 
to write what none will read, by repeating over 
the bld Arguments and Computations, whereot 
the World is already grown weary. So that my 
Good Friend Harding lyes under this Dilemma, 
either to let my Learned Works hang for ever a 
drying upon his Lines, or venture to publiſh them 
at the Hazard of being laid by the Heels. 
I need not tell your Lordſhip where the Diffi- 
culty lyes; It is true, that the King and the Laws 


permit us to refuſe this Coyn of Mr. Wood, but at 


the ſame Time it is equally true, that the King 
andthe Laws permit us to receive it. Now it is 
moſt certain, the Miniſters in England do not ſup- 
poſe the Conſequences of uttering that Braſs a- 
mong us to be ſo ruinous as we apprehend ; be- 
Dab doubtleſs if they underſtood it in that 
Light, they are Perſons of too much Honour 
and Juſtice not to uſe their Credit with His Ma- 
jeſty for ſaving a moſt Loyal Kingdom from Deſtru- 
ion, But as long as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe great 
erſons to think that Coyn will not be ſo very 


pernicious to us, we lye under the Diſadvantage 
of being, cenſured as Obſtinare in not complying 
with a Royal Patent. Therefore nothing re- 
mains, but to make Uſe of that Liberty which 
the Kirg and the Laws have left us, by continu- 


ing 


— 
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ing to refuſe this Coyn, and by frequent Re- 
membrances to keep up that Spirit raiſed againſt 
it, which otherwiſe may be apt to flag, and per- 
haps in Time to ſink altogether. For, any pub- 
lick Order againft receiving or uttering Mr. 
Wood's Half-pence is not reaſonably to be expected 
in this Kingdom, without Directions from Eng- 
land, which 1 think no body preſumes, or is fc 

ſanguine to hope. | 
But to confeſs the Truth, my Lord, I begin 

to grow weary of my Office as a Writer, and 
could heartily wiſh it were devolved upon my 
Brethren, the Makers of Songs and Ballads, who, 
perhaps, are the beſt qualified at preſent to ga- 
ther up the Gleanings of this Controverſy. As 
to my ſelf, it hath been my Misfortune to begin 
and purſue it upon a wrong Foundation. For 
having detetted the Frauds and Falſhoods of this 
Vile Impoſtor Wood in every Part, 1 fooliſhly diſ- 
dained to have Recourſe to Whining, Lamenting, 
and Crying for Mercy, but rather choſe to appeal 
to Law and Liberty and the common Rights of Man- 
kind, without conſidering the Climate I was in; 
Since your laſt Reſidence in Ireland, | frequently 
have taken my Nag to ride about your Grounds, 
where I fancy'd my ſelf to feel an Air of Freedom 
breathing round me, and I am glad the Low 
Condition of a Tradeſman did not qualify me to 
walt on you at your Houſe, for then I am afraid 
my Writings would not haveeſcaped ſeverer Cen- 
fures, But I have lately ſold my Nag, and 4 
neſtly 
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neſtly told his greateſt Fault, which was that of 
Anuffing up the Air about Hracłdenſtomn, whereby 
he became ſuch a Lover of Liberty, that I could 
ſcarce hold him in. I have likewiſe buried at 
the Bottom of a ſtrong Cheſt your Lordſhip's 
(Writings under a Heap of others that Treat of 
Liberty, and ſpread over a Layer or two of Hohs, 
Filmer, Bodin and many more Authors of that 
Stamp, to be readieſt at Hand, whenever ſhall 
be diſpoſed to take up a New Set of Principles in 
Government. In the mean time | deſign quiet- 
ly to look to my Shop, and keep as far out of your 
Lordſhip's Influence as poſſible ; and if you ever 
ſee any more of my Writings on this Subject, 1 
promiſe you ſhall ind them as Innocent, as Inſpid, 
and without a Sting, as what 1 have now: offered 
you. But if your Lordſhip will pleaſe to give 
me an eaſy Leaſe of ſome Part of your Eſtate 
In Yorkſhire, thither I will carry my Cheſt, and 
turning it uphde down, reſume my Political 
Reading where | left it off; feed on plain home- 
ly Fare, and Live and Dye a FREE Honeſt Eng- 
liſh Farmer: But not without Regret for leaving 
my Countrymen under the Dread of the Brazen 
Talons of Mr,Wood ; My Moſt Loyal and Innocent 
Coun'ry-men, to whom | owe fo much for their 
Good Opinion of Me, and my Poor Endeavours 
to ſerve them, I am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


From my Shop in My Lord, Your Lordſhip's 
St, Francis-ſtreet, Moſt Obedient, and moſt 
Dec. 14, 1724. Humble Servant, M. B. 
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Some CONSIDERATIONS on the At- 
tempts made to paſs Mr. Mood's Braſs 
Money in Ireland, © © 'Y 


(By a Lover of his Country.) 


T is a melancholy Conſiderati- 
on, to ſee the ſeveral Reſolutions 
and Addreſſes of both Houſes of 
Parliament of Ireland, during their 
late Seſſion, the late Addreſs of his 
Maj:ſty's Fuſtices and Privy-Coun- 
| cil of that Kingdom, and the Petiti- 
on of theCounty of the City of Dublin ; whereby the 
unanimous Senſe of this Nation, and the great Ap 
prehenſions they were under, from importing and uttering 
Copper Half-pence and Farthings in Ireland, by Ver- 
tue of the Patent granted to William Wood, have 
been repreſented in the ſtrongeſt Terms: I ſay, 
it is a melancholy Conſideration, to ſee the Force 
of all theſe Repreſentations, eluded by the Peti- 
tions of a ſingle Perſon, ſuch as Mr. Nod. 1 


great Danger to themſelves, from meddling in it. 
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If Juſtice ſtood on the Side of this ſingle Per- 
ſan,it ought to give good Men Pleaſure to fee that 
Right ſhould take Place ; Rut when, on the con» 
trary, the Common-Weal of a whole Nation ; 
the quieting the Minds of a People diſtracted 
with Apprehenſion of the utmoſt Danger to their 
Properties, nay, the Preſervation of the Purit 
of their Laws, is overborn by private Intereſt, 
what good Man but muſt lament ſuch an unhap- 
py State of Affairs? 

And fince the Matter was of this Importance, 
and ſeem'd to carry with it the Teſtimony of 
Heaven, in the univerſal Cry of the People, how 
could any particular Members of a Community, 
which had thus with one Voice depricated the 


Evil, with any ſhew of Reaſon take upon them, 


the Riſque of any Miſcarriage in a Tryal, in a 


ſubordinate Court ? | | 


It was to our gracious Sovereign, that all theſe 
Addreſſes and Petitions were preſented :; It was 
into his fatherly Hands the whole Nation com- 
mitted the Care of their Cauſe ; and it would 
have been the higheſt Piece of Arrogance, for a- 
ny Perſon to have preſumed to take upon them- 
ſelves, a ſhare in that Truſt, which was only re- 
poſed in his Majeſty's Hands. It is no wonder 


therefore, That every one was guarded with Caution, 


ainſt giving any Advice or Opinion in this Matter 
f State; tor which Reaſon they ought to apprehend 


Tho? 


— 


(159) 

| Tho? this Proceeding may ſeem txtraordinary + 
yet it being on a moſt extraordinary Matter ; on 
a Matter of ſach Importance, as ſeemed to in- 
volve the civil Rights, and Properties of a whole 
Nation in the Iſſue of it: On a Matter wherein 
the Lords and Commons were Complainants, and 
the King immediately concerned, not only as 
general Father of his People, but alſo as parti- 
cular and only Truſtee, in whom his People res 
poſed entire Confidence to redreſs the Grievances 
complained of ; was it not entirely reaſonable 
and fit, that every particular Perſon of this 
Kingdom, ſhould Reſt upon what was done by the 
whole Body of the People duly aſſembled in Par- 
liament, and not arrogantly aſſume to themſelves, 
a Power of putting the Fate of this Nation to 
an Iſſue before Twelve Men ? 

Since then it plainly appears, that this Matter 
is of ſuch a high Nature, that no particular Per- 
ſon ought to have intermedled in it; it is to be 
preſumed, that the Non-appearance of Perſons 
to ſupport the united Senſe of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment of Ireland, can never be conſtrued as a ge- 
neral Diffidence, of being able to ſupport the Charge 
brought againſt the Patent and Patentee; tho indeed 
it might proceed from a general and a very rea- 
ſonable Apprehenſion of a Miſcarriage in this im- 
portant Affair; wherein both Houſes of Parliament 
had declared themſelves ſo fully convinced, and ſatis» 
fied upon Evidence, and Examinations taken in the 


moſt 


. 


( 160 ) 


moſt ſolemn Manner; That for my Part, I (and ſo 
I hope every true Lover of his Country on his 
Part). will Jook upon their Reſolutions, to have 
the ſame Dignity (in this Caſe) with a Maxim 
in Law, Quia Maxima eſt earum dignitas, et cer- 
tiſſima Authoritas, atque quod Maxime omnibus pro- 
bent ur. 5 -#1 | 
And therefore I don't preſume to enter the 
Liſts, in order to ſupport the Reſolutions of 
both Houſes of Parliament, for 1 look upon it, 
that they are ſo ſure and uncontrolable, that they 
ought not to be queſtioned ;, But it ſhall be the Buſi- 
neſs of this Paper, to point out ſome of the Miſ- 
chiefs, which will naturally reſult from this Coi- 
nage of Mr. Weod's, in caſe it ſhou'd be forced 
A upon us. | ; 
| We are told, that the Power of Iſſuing this 
Money of Mr. Wood's, is limited, and without any 
Compulſion, and Currency inforced, to be receiv/d by 
ſuch only, as wou'd voluntarily and wilfully accept the 
ſame. But then it is Melancholy to behold, that 
this Patent is explained to he Obligatory on all 
_ Majeſty's Officers and Miniſters, to receive the 
ame. 
By this Means there is a Foundation laid for 
the moſt unheard of Confuſion that ever intro- 
duced into the Buſineſs of a Nation, for here is 
eſtabliſhed a Species of Money, made of the ba- 
ſeſt Metal, which none in Employments under 
his Majeſty mult refuſe in Payments to the Crown 
* | or 
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or to themſelves, and yet all the reſt of his Sub- 
jects are at Liberty to refuſe the ſame in Pay- 
ments to be made to them, either by his Majeſty, 
or by any other Perſon, | 
_ Thus the Revenue of the Crown will be High- 
ly Prejudiced, by the Want of intrinſick Value in 
the Coin with which it is paid; and the Army 
and all others in Employments under his Majeſty, 
are the Perſons, who, in the firſt Place, muſt bear 
the Burthen of this Miſchief, For if they are 
the only Perſons who are Obliged to receive this 
Coin as current Money, it is to be preſum'd that 
no other Perſons will receive the ſame but with 
conſiderableAllowance for the Difference between 
the Braſs Money, and that made of Gold or Silver. 

And even with a conſiderable Allowance, it 
will be hard to conceive how this Braſs Adoney 
will find any Degree of Currency in the World, 
without the Aſſiſtance of a Set of Men, who 
may probably raiſe great Eſtates in this unſet- 
tled Courſe of Affairs; but ſuch a Set of People 
ought never to be encouraged by a wiſe Go- 
vernment, for they will make their Fortunes by 
the Loſſes of good Subjects, and by prey ing on 
the Revenue of the Prince: And yet thoſe Hucl- 
ſterers, or Money-jobvers will be found neceſſary if 
this Braſs Money is made current in the Exchequer; 

To ſhew in ſome Meaſure the Proportion of 
this Miſchiet to His Majeſty's Revenue, and to 
. thoſe in immediate Offices under bim : It muſt 
be conſidered, that _ groſs Revenue of this 


King- 


E ©... 0. 
Kingdom is about 500,000!. per Annum, out of 
which muſt be dedufted the Charge of Collecti- 
on and Draw-backs; which to be ſure, the ſeve- 
ral Collectors, and thoſe who are to receive the 
Draw-backs, will take Care to receive in Ster- 
1 6 Money, about 80, oo0l. per Annum; and there 
Will remain for the Diſcharge of the Civil and 
Military Liſts, Penſions, &c. 420,000. per Annum, 
Which Sum, it is probable, iſſues out of the Trea- 
ſury by monthiy Payments of about 35, oool. per 
Mont h, for otherwiſe the current Caſh in this 
Nation could not poſſibly pay the Revenue, and 
erde to carry on, even the little Buſineſs of this 
Country, for it has never been computed that our 
current Coin amounts to more than 500,000!. 
So that if 40,000!. of Mr, Wood's Braſs Money is 
thrown in upon us (even admitting that no more 
f this Species ſhou'd be brought in) it is mani- 
reſt that that Sum will be near one twelfth of 
the whole Coin in the Nation; and more than 
one Month's Pay of the Civil and Military Liſts, 
and Penſions, &c. of this Kingdom. 
lf this Sum ſhou'd ſtagnate In theTreaſury, it is 
certain there will be no greater Lols (immediate- 
I brought) by this Coin to the Revenue, than 
the Money that there lies dead amounts to; but 
if it is iſſued in monthly Payments to the Army, 
and other His Majeſty's Officers and Miniſters, 
as in all probability it muſt: Then this Coin, be- 
ing compoſed of à baſe Metal, current only in 
the Exchequer, where it is receiv'd at an ima- 


finary Value, of at leaff 60 per Cent. more an 
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the real Value of the Material, it will be ſudden- 
ly paid back again to the Collectors, and by that 


means paſs thro? the Treaſury, at leaſt three times 


in every Year; for there, we are told, it is to meet 
with no Let or Moleſtation. | 

And ſeeing the currency of this Money is not 
inforced on any other of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
it is eaſy to conceive, that the difference of Value 
between this Coin, and the Gold and Silver 
which will be current in the Nation, will be ſett- 
led by the Money-jubbers, at about 20 per Cent. 
diſcount, 

By which meansalone, there will be loſt in the 
intrinſick Value of the Revenue the Sum. of 
24000 l. per Ann. without computing for the loſ- 
ſes which muſt neceſſarily be brought to the Re- 
venue, by the general diffidence, which the in- 
troducing this Coin will create among the Peo- 
ple; all which will be manifeſtly deſtrutFive of the 
Tr aae and Commerce of the Kingdom, and of dange- 
rous Conſequence to the Properties of the Subject. 

And yet the Evil has been here computed on 
a Suppolition that only 40,000 J. of this Money 
will be utter'd in the Kingdom ; But 1 take it to 
be impoſſible to limit the quantity that ſhall be 
brought in, eſpecially if the Importers of it,bave 
ſo ſure a Market for the ſame as the Exchequer. 

For tho? his Majeſty ſhould be able to prevent 


Mr. Wood from Coyning any more than 40,0001. 


and ſhould never hereafter be prevailed upon to 
grant his ſpecial Licence or Authority, to enlarge 


that 
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that Sum, yet it will be impoſſible to prevent 
the Importation of this Sort of Coin from other 
Nations. And there have been ſuch Variety of 
Dyes made uſe of by Mr. Woed in Stamping his 
Money, that it makes the Diſcovery of Coun- 
terfeits more difficult, and the Profit is ſo great 
That jt will be a ſufficient Temptation to our in- 
duſtrious Neighbours of Holland to ſend large 
Quantities of this Coin to ſo ſure a Market as 
the Exchequer. Tz | 

And perbaps it may be a Queſtion among 
Lawyers, whether a Man can be puniſhed at the 
King's Suit, for counterfeiting this Coin, becauſe 
It is not the current Coin of the Kingdom; for 
tho? theſe Half-pence are to be received as Mo- 
Ney in the Exchequer, yet in Trade they are no 
better than Counters, and therefore the Patent 
may perhaps be conſtrued to be no more than a 
grant of a Monopoly to make thoſe Counters. 

But it is worth obſerving, that if this Patent 
is ſo worded, as that his Majeſty's Officers, em- 
ployed in the Receipt of his Revenue, can't re- 
fuſe receiving this Coin, it is directly contrary to 
Two Acts of Parliament now in force in this 
Kingdom, and which are to he found in the 
Books of Rates diſtributed among the Officers of 
the Revenue. 

For by the Act of Tonnage and Poundage, 
14, and 15, Cy. II. Cap. IX. the Duties thereby 
granted to his Majeſty and his Succeſſors, are to 
be paid in lawful Money of England. And by 
the Act of Exciſe, or New-lmpoſt, 14. and 15, 


T 
Car. II. Cap. VIII. it is expreſly declared and en- 
acted, That the ſeveral Rates and Duties of Ex- 
ciſe, and all Fines, Penalties, Forfeitures, or other 
Sum, or Sums of Money rated, impoſed, ſet, or for- 
feited, in and by this Act, are meant and intended to 
be Current and Lamſul Money or Monies of England, 
and that all and every of the ſame, be therefore de: 
manded, receiv'd, paid and ſatisfied accordingly. 

By theſe Acts it is manifeſt, that the Colle- 
ors are obliged to receive the ſeveral Duties ari- 
ſing from the Cuſtom and Exciſe, in no other 
Money but ſuch as is current and lawful Money 
of England; and Mr. Wood's Half-pence and 
Farthings not being current or lawful Money in 
England, or in this Kingdom, if this Patent is 
obligatory on them to receive Payments in this 
Coin, it is contrary to Acts of Parliament, and 
therefore void in its ſelf. 

And if the ſeveral ColleQors of his Majeſty's 
Revenue in this Kingdom, ſhould receive the ſaid 
Duties, or any Part of them, in Mr. Wood's Braſs - 
Money, it would be aſſuming to themſelves, a 
Power to diſpenſe with thoſe Acts of Parliament, 
contrary to the Senſe of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and contrary to their reſpective Oaths, ſo 
that it ſeems highly reaſonable, becauſe conſo- 
nant to Law, that the Officers of the Revenue ſhould 
give Orders to the inferior Officers, not to receive this 
Coin. | | 
Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the King hath a 
Power to direct what Coin he pleaſes to be — | 

celved 
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eeived by the Officers of his Revenue, and that 
this Patent is in conſequence of ' ſuch a Preroga- 
tive. But it is to be hoped, that this Doctrine will 
neyer be maintained, in favour of a Coin,to which 
the whole Nation, as well in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, as in their private Capacities, have ſhewed 
a general Diſltke. 
Moreover, as this caſe ſtands circumſtanced, it 
is a great Queſtion, whether his Majeſty hath 
ſuch a diſpenſing Power: For tho? it ſhould be 
allowed, that his Majeſty might direct the Re- 
ceipt of his own Revenue in what Coin he plea- 
ſes; yet it is moſt certain, that his Majeſty does 
nor intend to inforce the Currency of Wood's Mo- 
ney among any of his Subjects, much leſs doth _ 
his Majeſty intend to oblige thoſe, who are intit- 
led by At of Parliament, to be paid in current 
Money of England, to receive this Money of Mr. 
Weed's. | 
And it is plain, that by the Act of Exciſe, 
there are ſeveral Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures, 
which by Vertye of that Act, are to be received 
in current Money of England, and to half thoſe 
Fines, Forfeitures and Penalties, the Informers are 
intitled by Vertue of the ſaid Ac: So that if 
the Officers ſhould be obliged to receive them in 
Fraſa- Money, the Informers muſt neceſſarily loſe 
the Benefit of the ſaid Act: And | may venture to 
fay, that that Act cannot be repealed but by ano- 
| ther Act, to be made by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, and not by a Patent. All 
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All theſe Things having been, among many 653 
ther very weighty Matters, laid before both Hou- 
ſesof Parliament of Ireland; it is not to be wons 
dred, that they repreſent, that the Patent had been ob. 
tained in a Clandeſtine and unprecedented Manner; 
and by notorious Miſrepreſentations of the State oj 
Ireland, For what can be more Clandeſtine, 
than to obtain a Patent with Powers, not only 
bighly prejudicial to his Majeſty's Revenue, deſtruttive 
of the Trade and Commerce of the Kingdom, and of 
dangerous Conſequence to the Properties of the Subjelt, 
but alſo contrary to ſeveral Acts of Parliament. 
And that it was an unprecedented Attempt, at 
leaſt in this Reign, wil! be readily allowed ; 
therefore all the Repreſentations made of the 
State of Ireland, in order to obtain this Patent, 
may with great Truth be called Notorious Miſ- 
repreſentations. | 

But it has been ſaid, that his Majeſty cannot 
proceed againſt the Patentee, but according to 
the known Rules and Maxims of Law and Juſtice; 
And God forbid that any one of this Kingdom, 
ſhould adviſe his Majeſty to Subvert or Diſpence 
with any of Our Laws. No Part of the Ad- 
dreſſes from the Houſes of Parliament of Ireland, 
has the leaſt Tendency this way. 

For tho' the Houſe of Commons, in their ſ6- 
cond Addreſs to his Majeſty, moſt humbly beſeech 
his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
Directions to the ſeveral Officers, intruſted with the 
Receipt of his Majeſty's Revenue, that they do not on 

| any 
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any pretence whatſoever, utter ſuch Half. pence and 
Furthings: Yet, if his Majeſty had been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to have given Orders, according to 
this humble Addreſs of his People of Ireland ; it 
is humbly conceived, that this would have been 
only an Affirmance of the Law of the Land, as 
hath been ſaid, and not any way contrary to Law. 
For tho* his Majeſty by his Patent under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, Wills, Requires, and 
Commanas his Lieutenant, Deputy, or other Chief Go- 
vernor or Governors of his Kingdom of Ireland, and 
all other Officers and Miniſters of his Majeſty, His 
Heirs and Succeſſors in England, Ireland or elſewhere, 
to be Aiding and Aſſiſting to the ſaid William Wood 
his Executors, &'c. in the Execution of all or any 
the Powers, Authorities, Directions, Matters or 
Things to be executed by him or them, or for his or 
their Benefit or Advantage, by Vertue, and in Purſu- 
ance of the ſaid Indentures; Yet it is in all things as 
- becometh, &c, And this is to be expounded by 
the known Laws of the Land, and by other 
Parts of the ſaid Patent, whereby it is manifeſt 
that his Majeſty never intended, to inforce the Cur- 
rency of this Money, to be received by any Perſon, that 
wou d not Voluntarily and Wilfully accept the ſame. 
Therefore ſince the People have ſhewed a ge- 
neral Diſlike of this Coin, it is to be hoped, that 
ſome Method will be found out to caſe their 
Minds, from the Diſtraction they are under on 
this Occaſion, 
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Sh wing the Neceſſity the People 
of Ireland are under, for continu- 


ing to refuſe Mr. Wood's Coinage. 


By the Author of the Conſiderations. : 
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Videre, ſed etiam illa, que futura ſunt, 
Proſpicere. — — | Teren? 


Null ſunt occultiores inſi die, quam que latent in ſimu- 


nam eum qui palam eſt adver ſarius, facile, caven= 
do vit are 72 : hoc vero occultum inteſtinum ac 


domeſticum malum, non modo exiſtit, verum etiam 
opprimit, antequam Prey at que e o- 


tueris. 
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latione Officii, aut in aliquo neceſſitudinis nomine, 
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Alan, Lord Viſcount Mid- 
dlleton, Lord High Chan- 
cellor of Jrelanlc. 


My Lord, 
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III has been conftantly obſerved of your 
Loraſhip, that you have found out the 
5 Secret, of making the PATRIOT and 
MINISTER agree in the ſame Per- 
ſon; for, as you have ever been Remarkable 
for your Adherence to the Intereſt of the 
Crown, ſo you have always conſulted the Good 
of che Common Wealth. I is for this Rea- 
- ſon, that I ee to put the following Sheets 
under your Protection; that my Readers, by 
| ſeeing your Lordſhip's Name at the Head of 
- them, may be, at the firſt View, aſſur d, they 
are writ with a juſt Regard to the Preraga- 
"Five of the Ring, and the Intereſt of this 
Country. I am with the moſt profound Re- 
ſped * * | . 
r 
= Your Lordſhip's moſt 
Humble and moſt Obedient 


Servant, D. B. 


Some REASONS, Ce. 


HEN diſtin Property was ſettled 
by the Law of Man, and Traffick 
became the Buſineſs of the whole 
World; it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, that ſome common Meaſure 

ſhou'd be eſtabliſh'd for the more ready ſetting a 

Value on the Poſſeſſions of Men, and the Goods 

or Commodities they traded in, 

And as it was neceſſary, that this Common Ma- 
ſure ſnoud always preſerve an Hntrinſick Value, is 
ſeems the Reaſon, that univerſal Conſent fixed 
on Gold and Silver, as the propereſt Materials ta 
conſtitute ſuch a Common Meaſure. For they be- 
ing of all other Metals the pureſt, and moſt du- 
rable, and therefore the moſt proper for Preſers 
vation, are, at the ſame Time, the rareſt and the 
moſt difficult to be come at, which muſt always 
continue an Intrinſicł Value in them, 

But However this Value came firſt to be given 
Gold and Silver, we find, they were made the & an- 
dard or Common Meaſure of Value, of all otherCome» 
modities; and thoſe two Metals were divided in- 
to ſmall Parcels, for the readier Carriage from 
Place to Place, and in order to certify the Fine- 
nels and Weight of thoſe Pieces, there were 
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Stamps put on them by Publick Authority: and 
thoſe Pieces, thus ſtamp'd, were cal'd Money, 
which received particular Names, and Denomi- 
nations, in the different Countries, where they 
were thus ſtamped or coined. "ITY T1007 

Vet, ' taking it as the Meaſure of Trade in Ge- 
neral, Money does not acquire any Intrin ſick Value 
from the Stamp. For be the Material; Gold or 
Klver, it has no other Real Value, than in Pro- 
portion to its Weight and Fineneſs; and AA. 
may 


'be ſaid to be bought by, and ſold for . 
Commodities, as well as other Commodities are 
faid to be bought by, and fold for Money. 
The ſame may be ſaid of the different Species. 
of Money, when compared together: For, as 
Gold and Silver do reciprocally meaſure one ano- 
ther, ſo the raiſing the Denomination of the Coin 
made of either of theſe Metals, may indeed, give 
it a greater Imaginary Eſtimation in the Country 
where it is thus enhaunced, but it can by no 
Means encreaſe its Real Value in the Trading World. 
This is plainly proved by daily Experience ; 


and it is certain, that if Money made of Gold, 


be in one Country of greater proportional Valug 
to the Money made of Silver, than it is in other 
Countries; a greater Quantity of Gold will be 

ured into the Current Caſh of the Nation; but 
inſtead thereof, the Silver Coin will be drained 


away; and the ſame may be ſaid of Silver Ma- 


ney, when it excceds the Price of Gold, 


That 


| r 

That in Fact it is thus, I may refer my Rea: 
der to a Conſideration of the preſent State of the 
Caſh of Ireland, and he will find, that ever ſince 
the Reduction of Guineas in Great - Britain, from 
twenty one Shillings and fix Pence, to 21 Shil- 
lings, we have been gradually loſing our Silver 
Coin, until at length we are almoſt deprived of 
our Silver Species; and this proceeds from the 
diſproportioned Value of the Silver and Gold Coins 
of Ireland, compared with thoſe of Great Britain. 

For 100 l. of Silver Money in England, is equal 
to 108 1. 6s. 8 d. in Ireland, and 1001.. of 
Gold in England produces 1091. 108. 6d. in Ire- 
land, ſo that the diſproportioned Value of the Gold 
Coin in Ireland, to the Silver Coin, is 1.1, 3 8. 10 4. 
on an tool. Engliſh, which is a Difference great 
enough to have the Effects we ſee on the Current 
Caſh of the Nation; and this Conſideration alone, 
will make it plain to every Capacity, how neceſſa- 
ry it is that there ſhould always be an Equality of 
Value, preſerved between the different Sorts of 
Coin that conſtitute the Current Caſh. of every 

ation. 

That this Diſproportion between the Value of 
Gold and Silver is Obſtructive of Trade, is evi- 
dent from Experience; and I believe it will rea- 
dily be allowed, that the Conſequences wou'd 
prove yet more Fatal, if the Diſproportion be 
created between the Coins of thoſe Metals, and 
Tokens made of Copper, or any other Metal of in- 

rior 
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ferior Value: And this Miſchief will be increa- 
ſed in Proportion to the Difference, between the 
Imaginary and real Value of the Coins, compar'd 
with thoſe of other Countries, 

For, let us give what Name we will to our Coin, 
and let us raiſe it to ever ſo high an imaginary 
Eſtimation, it is moſt certain, the real Value of it, 
is not, by that Means encreaſed; but that it will 
always be conſider'd by other Nations, only ac- 
cording to the Fineneſs and Quantity of the Me- 
tal it is compoſed of: 59 that a Nation that is un- 
happily led into ſuch Miſtakes, is greatly deceiv'd, 
and Foreigners haye thereby an unayoidable Op- 
portunity given them, of drawing away its Rich- 
es, by their ſuperior Skill, in Matters of this Na- 
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re. 

It has already been ſaid, that Gold and Silver 
are the Metals, of which Money is made, to ſerve 
as 4 general Meaſure af Trade; and they are the 
only Metals that have that univerſal Eſteem ſet on 
them. Let it was found neceſſary in all Coun- 
tries, to have Coins made of baſer Metals, in or- 
der to ſerve for ſmall Payments: But thoſe Coins 
never obtained the Credit of being eſteemed a- 
mong the common Meaſures of Trade. 

It is true, that in ſome Countries, the Curren- 
cy of their Copper Money, is enforced in a certain 

Proportion of Payments, but in Exgland and Fre- 
land, Tokens made of Copper, were never ac- 
counted lawful Money, yet for Conveniency, 
they are allowed to have a Currency, It 
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It ſeems therefore neceſſary, (fince ſo baſe 4 
Coin, may, by any Means obtain a Currency) 
That the Coinage of Copper Money, ſhould he per- 
formed by Publick Authority, and with the ſame 
Cautions of the Silver and Gold Coinage. And 
it is a Matter moſt proper to be taken into the 
Care of Sovereigns, whoſe Intereſt it is, never 
for any private Advantage, to overſtock their 
Countries with this fort of Coin, which is made 
of a Metal not univerſally accepted, as the Med- 
ſure of Trade, 10191087 
D pon the whole Matter, the Care of the Coin 
of every Nation, is abſolutely neceſſary, in order 
to avoid being over-reach'd by other Countries, 
in the Courſe of Trade, and alſo to ſet a juſt Va- 
lue on diſtin Properties. 9M or 916. 
It ought not therefore to be admired, that we 
are under great Apprehenſions, from the "Importing 
and Uttering Copper Half-pence and Farthings in Ire» 
land, by Vertue of the Patent, granted to Mr. Wood. 
For if it takes Effect, the Copper Money of Ire- 
land, will bear too great a Proportion to the law- 
ful Money of the Kingdom; and (tho' the Terms 
of the Patent ſhou'd be ſtrictly complyed with) 


wou'd have an imaginary Eſtimation, ſo much a- 
bove the real Value of the Metal ; that it wou'd of 
Neceſſity, prove highly Prejudicial to his Majeſty's 
Revenue, Deſtructive of the Trade and Commerce of 
the Kingdom, and of dangerous Conſequence tothe Pro- 
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perties of the Subject; which 1 bays to prove un- 
$ 


deniably, by what 1 ſhall ſay on t 


F 


Occaſion, 
To ſhew, That the Copper Money made by Vertue 
of this Patent, hath not a Juſt Proportion of Intrinſick 


Value: It is only neceſlary to obſerve, that by 


the Patent, every Pound of Copper is allow'd to 
be coin'd into 30 Pence; and this is the imaginary 
Value, that is ſet on this Quantity of Copper 
when made into Half-pence and Farthings. Now ⁊ 
the real Value of the Metal, (iuppoſing it to be 


of the fineneſs, requir'd by the Patent) is at moſt 


only 12 Pence, and this is the Intrinſick Value of 
30 Pence, in Tale, of this Coin. So that the 
Difference between the Real and Imaginary Value 
of on Copper Money is, as 2 to 5, Or 601. loſs in 
100 J. 1 

But perhaps it will be objected, that Copper 
Money, is in all Countries of leſs Worth, than the 
Denomination that is given to it ; and that there- 
fore it is unfair to make an exact Scrutiny into 
the Diſerene between the Imaginary Value ſet 
on ſuch Species of Money, and the real Value of 
the Material, The firſt we allow, but at the 
ſame Time affirm, that there is no trading Na- 
tion in the M orld, that wou'd not be conſide- 
rably affected in its Trade, if there ſhou'd be a 
greater Quantity of Copper Money, of leſs intr in- 
ſick Value than the Species of Gold and Silver, 
thrown into the Current Caſh of the Nation, than 
what is abſolutely Neceſſary for ſmall ry = 

| ; 1 
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And if the Power of Uttering ſuch baſe Coin be 
unconfined, it may in the End, utterly Ruin the 
Trade of the moſt flouriſhing Country in the 
World, | | 
For this Reaſon, in all Countries, the Copper 
Coinage is under, or ſhou'd be under, the imme- 
diate Direction of the State, for when that Care 
is taken, it cannot be ſuppos'd, that any greater 
Quantity of ſuch baſe Coin, will be poured jnto 
the current Caſh (which is the great Evil to be 
apprehended) than what is abſolutely Neceſſary,” 
for mannaging the Buſineſs of the Nation; and 
this, the Exigency of the People, gives a Demand 
for, and a natural Currency to: So that when 
there is only ſuch a Quantity of Half-pence and 
Farthings Current, as are accepted in Payments, 
for the conveniency of Trade; People receive 
them without making a nice Enquiry into their 
intrinſick Value ; eſpecially when every one hath 
a ſufficient Security, that he ſhall not loſe by 
them; hecauſe, that as the Prince takes the Be- 
neſit of the Coinage to himſelf, ſo, it is but rea- 
ſonable to expect, he muſt accept the ſame Cota 
in Payments, to be made into the Exchequer. - 
Whereas, in the Caſe of this Patent, the Mat- 
ter is otherwiſe: For as the Power of the Coi- 
nage is granted to a private Perſon, we muſt ap- 
prehend he'll have only his own Intereſt in View,. 
and that he will always purſue it, tho? at the Ex. 
pence of the Publick. * will therefore Supply, 
Not 
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not only what the Exigencies of the People may 
require, but alſo force into the Trade of the 
Country, as much of his Coin, as he can put 
out of his Hands, with any Advantage to him- 
elf. And in order todo this, he will be able to 
allow large Premiums to thoſe who will under- 
take to diſperſe his Tokens amongſt the People, 
which he can afford to do by their wanting (as 
hath been already ſhewn) of Intrinſick Value. By 
Which Means, the Country will be over-ſtock'd 
with this baſe Coin, and then, tho? too too late, its 
feal Value will be found out, ſince that is the on- 
1 Method thoſe Perfons will have of being re- 
imburſed, who may be unfortunately ſeduced to 
part with their Gold and Silver, or valuable Com- 
modities for it: For, indeed, it would be highly 
unreaſonable, that the Publick Revenues ſhou'd 
ſtand as a Security, for making good a Species of 
Money, coined by private Perſons ; which ought 
not to he expected, but when the State receives 
the Benefit of the Coinage. 

And conformable to this good Policy, our 
Kings never granted any Power and Privilege of 
Coining Copper Half-pence and Farthings to 
private Perſons, without taking ſufficient Securi- 
iy, to prevent the great Miſchief of having more 
of fuch baſe Coin introduced, than was neceſſary 
for carrying on the Buſineſs of the Nation. Thus 
in the Patents granted by King Charles 2d. and 
King James zd. there is a Clauſe whereby it is 

: provided, 
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provided, That the Patentees ſhou'd deliver unto ary 
of the Subjects of Ireland, that ſhall find themſelues _ 
Surcharged in the ordinary Courſe of their Trade, 
with more of the ſaid Copper Half-pence, than they can 
conveniently Utter for their Uſe orOccaſions, the Sum of 
20 Shillings Sterl. in Current Money, for every 
Sum of Twenty Shillings in the ſaid Copper Half-pence, 
and ſo after that Rate for all greater or leſſer Sums, 
&c. In conſequence of which Clauſe, the Paten- 
tees eſtabliſhed Perſons in ſeveral Cities of the 
Kingdom, to Exchange their Copper Half. pence for 
Current Money. * 3 

This Clauſe was a moſt Excellent Security a- 
gainſt this great Miſchief, which is ſo juſtly ap- 
prehended from Mr, Wood's Patent. For the Pa- 
tentees were tyed dow by their own Intereſt, not to 
pour in more of this Copper Money, than was 
neceſſary for carry ing on the Trade of the Kin 
dom, leſt if their Coin came into Diſcredit, (as 
undoubtedly it muſt if the People found them- 
ſelves Surcharged with it, in the ordinary Courſe 
of their Trade) it ſnou'd be all pour'd back again, 
and by that Means overwhelm their Projece. 

But in Mr, Wood's Patent, there is no ſuch 
Clauſe, and therefore he will have no other Care 
about the Copper Money, than to paſs it out of 
— — — — — — — 

* lam credibly inform'd, that, in conſequence 
of this Clauſe, Sureties were enter'd by Recog- 
nizance in the Exchequer of Freland. 
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his Hands; and in order to do this,he will make uſe 
of what Means he can to force i it into the Trade 
of the Nation, which is Manifeſt from part of 
Mr. Finlay's Evidence, before the Lords of his 
Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council in 
Great Britain, whereby that Gentleman declares 
he had contracted with Mr. Mood for 50,000 l. of 
His Money at 30 per Cent Diſcount. 

Which Contract ſhews, Mr. Wood was reſolv*d 
to diſpoſe of more of his Copper, than there was 
a natural Demand for. For to diſpoſe of what 
was only neceſſary for the uſe of the Kingdom, the 
very Exigency of the People, wou'd naturally 
take it off his Hands, without any Premium. 
But his allowing zo per Cent Diſcount (or really 
any Diſcount at all) in the Beginning of his Coi- 
nage, ſhews he propoſed to force more than 
was Neceſſary ; and it is eaſy to conceive he 
would increaſe the Premium, in Proportion as 
the Market wou'd be glutted, and the difficult 
of diſperſing his Coin, wou'd be avgmented ; — 
thus the People wou'd be brought into that great 
Evil of being Surcharged, with this baſe Money, 
without any Poſſibility of being ever relieved. 

But, perhaps, ſome People may imagine, that it 
is not abſolutely neceſſary, Money ſhould be made 
of Gold or Silver, but would perform the ſame 
Uſes, if made of Braſs, Copper, Tin, or any thing 
elſe, that had an imaginary Value aſſign'd it b 
the Win of the Prince. Such Notions as the 

might 
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might paſs well enough, 5 Regard to a Coun- 
try, to which the reſt of the World is unknown, 
or at leaſt where no Commerce with Foreigners 
is allow'd. There indeed, it would be no Mat- 
ter whether the Money, or what paſſes Current in 
it as Money, were Braſs, or Leather, or Shells, or 
any ſuch trifling Matter, provided the ſame may 
procure the people all the Neceffaries their own 
Country affords ; and that Foreign Conveniencies 
and Commodities are entirely unknown to them. 
But to imagine, that it were indifferent to uſe 
Copper or Braſs, inſtead of Gold and Silver, in a 
Country that has Traffick with other Nations, is a 
molt extravagant Fancy; for Foreigners can on- 
ly eſteem the Money of any Nation, according to 
its determin'd Intrinſick Value, and not with Re- 
ſ pect to any Nominal Value, one particular Nation 
gives it. | 
Therefore the Miſchiefs of Mr. Wood's Coinage, 
mult be conſider'd, as they ariſe from the want of 
Intrinfick Value in the Coin, (which Intrinſick Fa- 
le alone can give Money an univerſal Currency 3 
and from the Diſorders which neceſſarily attend 
the having too great a Quantity of ſuch Baſe Mo- 
ney, in the current Caſh of tHe Nation; and theſe 
are to be computed, according to the Oudlity and 


Quantity of this Coin attempted to be utter'd a» 


mong us. 
It Mr. Wood ſhou'd be contented to-Coin 360 
Tons of Copper, which he is allow'd to do by the 
Patent, 


{ would be 80, 460l. 


R 
Patent, yet, as this Quantity alone, would amount 
to 100, 8ool. and that the Intrinſicl Value of the 
Metal, is but 40, 3 201. it appears, that there is 
by this Means alone, a real Lofs to the Nation of 
60, 480l. tho? the Terms of this Patent had been ſtrict- 
ly comply'd with : For, as has been ſaid before, the 
atent allows 30 d. to be coin'd out of every 
Pound of Copper ; and the Intrinſick Value of the 
Copper is but 12 d.per Pound ; wherefore there 
will always be a Defect of 3 Fifths in whatever 
Sum is coin'd upon theſe Terms. 
And, that the Loſs would be much greater, in the 
manner the ſaid Half-pence have been coin'd, moſt 
manifeſtly appear'd from the Aſſays made, and 
laid before the Houſes of Parliament in Ireland ; 
whereby it was prov'd, that ſome of thoſe Half- 
ence, that were imported, with an Intent to be 
utter'd in this Kingdom, run 72 to the Pound; at 
which Rate the 360 Ton would amount to 


1 20,960l. and the immediate Loſs to the Nation 


It muſt be confeſs'd, that either of thoſe Sums, 
is 4 Loſs greater than this poor Country is able to bear, 
or any the moſt flouriſhing Country would wil- 
lingly bear, to gratify the Avarice of any unde- 
ſerving Perſon whatſoever : Yet this is a Trifle, 
if compar'd with the Miſchiefs that would en- 
ſue : For if the Loſs of either of theſe Sums, was 
the only Evil, it would then be determin'd, and 
might perhaps be repair'd, by ſubſequent good 
| Manage- 
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Management: But in caſe this 2 had, thro? 
the Avarice of ſome, and the Indolence of others, 
obtain'd a Currency among us, the Miſchiefs of 
it would daily encreaſe, until at laſt the whole 
Affairs of the Nation, wou'd be reduc'd to a de- 
plorable Condition. | 

This will eaſily be conceiv'd, if it be remem 
ber'd, that the Difference of 11. 3s. 10d. between 
1001. Value of Gold Coin, and 1001, Value of S.. 
ver Coin of this Kingdom compar'd with that of 
England, has had that Effect, that the greateſt 
Part of our Silver Money is, by that Means already 
taken out of the Country; and in a little Time 
(it is apparent) the whole Silver Species muſt bs 
drain'd away, if a timely Remedy 1s not apply'd 
to it: With much more Reaſon therefore, ws 
onght to apprehend the fatal Conſequetices of this 
Patent, whereby there is a Difference of 60 
Cent. created, between the Imaginary Yalue of this 
Copper, and the lawful Money of the Kingdom: 
Fc, tho? in the Caſe of our Silver Coin, we loſe it 
to our Diſadvantape, yet the Gold that is brought 
inſtead thereof, amounts to near its real Value: 
But Mr, Wood being able to allow large Premiums, 
for diſperſing his Money, if it had 6btain'd any Cre- 
dit among us, and the Exchequer had been permitted 
to ſupport that Credit, we had reaſon to appre- 
hend, he would by Degrees, force in ſuch Quan- 
tities of his Coin, as would draw away our Gold 
and Silver, and leave inſtead of them his baſe Mo- 
ney. | ER „5 
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But, ſuppoſe Mr. Wood to be ſo ſtrictly honeſt, 
as to keep within the Terms of the Patent (which 
we have undentable Reaſons to believe he is not) 
and that barely 100, oool. ſhou'd be forc'd into 
the Kingdom, according to the Terms of the 
Patent : I ſhall conſider the great Miſchief, which 
even ſuch a Quantity would bring to the Nation ; 
tho*I think it moſt plain, that, by Counterfeits 
and other ways, much greater Sums wou'd be in- 
troduced, before we could be ſenſible of them, 
And to do'this, I muſt re-mind my Readers, that 
ſuch a Sum of 100,000 l. ot this Coin, would be, 
in real Value, equal to, only 40,000 J. of lawful 
Money. 

In order to ſtate this Matter rightly, I ſhall 
make uſe of ſome Schemes, that may be accepted, 
as exact enough to form any Reaſonings upon; 


and which determine the Number of Inhabitants 


in Ireland, their Annual Expence, and the Means 
of their Subſiſtence. | 
The Inhabitants of Ireland, are computed at 
Two Millions of Souls, and their Expence one with 
another, at 51, per Annum for each Perſon, which 
will make the Annual Expence of the Inhabi- 
tants amount to 10,000,000 [, Eh 


This 


, 37 
This neceſſary Expence is thus ſupply. 
The Rental of Ireland 7 
is per Annum. 5, 00,00 ö 
The natural Increaſe J 


of Cattle, and the | 1 

Product of the Land $3,200,000| 

by Husbandry, &c.% | | 
per Annum. ] > 10,000,000 

And there is ſupply'd}, 504 

by other — | 

ous Arts, Manutac- 12 ' 

tures, Trade, Com- 95.200, oo | | 

merce, Navigation- | 5 

&c. about per An. ] | 


To give. Life to this Buſineſs, we have; as is 
generally computed, about 500,000. of ready 
Money in the Kingdom, which would not be ſuf- 
ficient, were it not that private Credit ſerves in- 
ſtead of Money, and may be call'd Artificial Mo- 
ney, and this is computed equal to t, ooo, ooo l. 
which added to the Natural Money, makes 
11,500,000 /. with a lefs Sum than which, it is 
hard to conceive, how the Buſineſs of the King- 
dom can be managed; And it's manifeſt, that 
the Rents and Product of the Land, the Labour 
and Induſtry of the People, are all meaſur'd hy 
this Money : But-this Money is of no greater In- 
trinſieſ Value, than Comparatiye with the Money 
of other Nations. 


Aa Now 
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Now the real Money of this Nation is 500, oool. 


Of which you may ſuppoſe, that there 
remains of former Coinages in Cop- 0 25,000 l. 


per Money, the Sum of 


And, if there ſhould be imported by 
Vertue of Mr, Wood's Patent in $100,000 
Copper Money, even only 


— 


The Copper Money of Ire- Wy 7 
males noi be F L 25,000 t, 1 
So that, of Gold and Sil- Seo, 
ver Money, we mult at © 375,090 þ.:-4 
moſt, have but 

Thus, this unwieldy Copper Coin, would be one 
fourth Part of the Real or Natural Coin; and it's 
eaſy to conceive this diſproportion'd Quantity of 
- Braſs Money, would be a Clog to the whole Buſi- 
neſs of the Nation; for as the real Value of this 
Baſe Money, bears a Proportion to the Imaginary 
Value of it, but as 2 to 5, it is certain, Men of 

Underſtanding, would make the ſame Difference 
between it, and the Gold and Silver Current in 
the Kingdom, 

Wherefore this Difference diffuſing it ſelf 
through the whole Species of Copper Money, tho' 
the Nominal Value of it ſhould be ſappos'd to be 
125,000 |, yet in real Value it would be only e- 
qual to 50,000 /, ſo that the want of Intrinſick Va- 
lue in the Copper Coin is. 75,000 l. 


Which 
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Which muſt have an Influence on}? 
the whole Caſh of the Nation, andi 
conſequently create a Diffidence a- | 
mong the People of Ireland, which e-; 
ven the bare Apprehenſions ot it, has £200,000 . 
already, in ſome Meaſure, effected, 
whereby at leaſt, one fifth Part of the 
preſent Credit in the Country would, 
be abated, and that is equal to l 

In all, to be deducted from 3 3 
ral and Artificial Money of the Nation. 275. 

So that, inſtead of a running Caſh and Credit, 
for managing the general Buſineſs of the King- 
dom, to the Value of 1, 500, oool. we ſhould on- 
ly have 1,2 25, oo0l. that is, the Caſh and Credit 
of the Nation would be leſſen'd of its preſent 
Value, by more than one ſixth Part. And ſince 
the Lands of Ireland, and the Bncreaſe of them, 
the Labour and Induſtry of the People (which 
are their whole Support) muſt all Sink in their 
Value, in Proportion, as the Intrinſick Value of 
the Money, and Credit of the Nation are abated: 
It may be better, conceiv'd than expreſs'd, what 
the ſad Conſequences of this wou'd be, 

We may be convinc'd of the Miſchief attend- 
ing ſuch a Mixture in the Current Caſh, if we 
pleaſe to examine the deplorable Condition Eng- 
land, was falling into about the Years 1694 and 
95, by Means of Part of the Silver Coins being 
debaſed by Clipping. To this Practice it was 

ED 5 owing, 
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owing, that Credit, both Private and Publick, was 
put to a Stand; for by this Means a Traffick was 
carry'd on, of exchanging the Intrinſick Riches of 
the Nation, with the Money ſo debaſed : Inſo- 
much, that the Legiſlature was neceſſitated to in- 
terpoſe, and the Silver Money, that was ſubject to 
this Diſorder, was cald in at the Publick Ex- 
pence, and re-coin'J. 
Vet, theſe great Diſorders and Miſchiefs were 
ee from no other Cauſe, than the Silver%s 
ing only clipp'd, whereby, that Proportion of Va- 
Ine wasdeſtroyd, which is ſo neceſſary to be main- 
Tain'd, between the Current Coins of all tradix 
Nations. But in thoſe Pieces of Silver, there 
was, at the worſt, a greater Proportion of Intrinſick 
Value left, than is to be found in the beſt Copper 
Money of Mr. Wood, Which, conſidering the Po- 
verty of the People of one Country, compared with 
the flouriſhing Condition of the other, muſt abun- 
dantly ſooner Influence us, than it could them: 
And it is allowed by every Body, that the clipp'd Mor 
ney was an Evil, which, if not remedied, would 
Have deſtroy'd the Trade of England in a ſhort 
Time, and was a Diſtemper of that Conſequence, 
that it required the utmoſt Skill of as Great 
4 King, and as Wiſe a Council, as ever England had, 
to remedy it. 5 | 
How neceſſary was it then for our Poor Nation, 
to be careful not to involve it ſelf in the like, 
nay, into greater Confuſions! Was it for us to 
| | | Encourage 
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Encourage the bringing in of a Parcel of Copper 


Counters, to paſs inſtead of Money ? And becauſe 
they are call'd Half. pence (when in Reality, they 
are but fifth Parts of Perce) ſhall we receive them 
for our valuable Goods, our Gold and our Silur? 

Perhaps, indeed, we ſhould not be immediatgly 
ſenſible of the Evils, that would naturally attend 
this Project, as the Bubble ſeldom is of the Misfpr- 
tunes he is falling into, until the Sharper has made 
his whole Advantage of him: Yet it is beyond all 
Doubt, the Effects of it would in Time deſtgoy 


us. This muſt be granted by any one, who cpn- 


ſiders, as has been prov'd, that the People 
Jreland would be depriv'd of at leaſt one ſi 
Part of their preſent Means of Subſiſtence 
it is Evident, this is an Evil of ſuch a Naturgy as 
would in Time deſtroy any Trading Country what- | 


of 
th 


ſoever. | | 

Should ever the Affairs of bend be reduc 
this Paſs, the Revenue can never be ſuppos'dta | 
produce as much, as it does now. That muſt - 
Riſe and Fall in proportion, as the Country grows 
Rich and Popalous, or becomes Poor and diſ-peopled x 
So that upon the whole Matter, it muſt appear 
to all intelligent Perſons, that, as theſe are the na- 
turalConſequences, of introducing this baſe Money 
among us, ſo, the Importing and Uttering the Copper 


 Farthings and Half-pence, made by Vertue of the Pa- 


tent granted to William Wood, will prove highly Pre- 
Juaicial to his Majeſty's Revenue, * — 
4 Trade 
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een 
Trade and Commerce of the Nation, and of moſt dan- 
gerous Conſequence to the Rights and Properties of the 
Subject. | 
But, perhaps, it may be ſaid, that ſince the 
Patent doth not inforce this Currency of the Copper 
ey, but hath left it, to be receiv'd by ſuch, only, 
as would Voluntarily, and Wilfully accept the ſame : 
y ſhould all theſe Complaints be made againſt 
the Patent, and the Patentee ? And why ſhould 
we, raiſe to our ſelves, ſuch frightful Ideas, of the 
ſequences which may attend this Project? 
Jo this may be anſwer'd, That the Patent is in 
0 Part of it, Juſt, or rather not Bad, as it does 
not endeavour to take our Liberty from us; hut 
ſurtzly, that does not hinder, but we may find 
hey rice with the Project, as it deſerves, and 


ſnei the evil Conſequences to the Nation, if the 
Peqple ſhou'd be induc'd, to take a Quantity of 
tmaſe Half pence, by any Stratagems or Arts what ſo- 
ever. | 
| And fince our Houſes of Parliament, have in the 
Wiſdom of their Councils, obſerv'd theſe Miſ- 
Ehiefs, it might have been expected, that ſuch 
' Deference would be paid their Opinion, as that 
we ſhould never ſee the Teſtimony of Three or 
Four obſcurt Men, put, any where, in Balance 
with the Reſolutions and Addreſſes of the Repre- 
fentatives of ſo Great a Nation. „ 
But the Matter has prov'd otherwiſe, and we 
have Reaſon to apprehend, that ſtill there * 
v3) 8 
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be Attempts made, to inforce a Currency of "this 
Coin. Several of thoſe Methods did appear to 
the Parliament, They were well acquainted, that 
Mr. Wood allow'd great Premiums (as he could 
well do) to thoſe, who ſhould undertake to diſ- 
perſe his Money; and they were aware ſuch Temp» 
tations, would have Power with Self. intereſt ed 
Men. They ſaw, with Grief, that ſome parts of 
the Patent might by a ford Conſtruftion, be ex- 
plain'd to intend, that this Copper Money ſhould 
be accepted in Payments to the Crown; and they 
very juſtly concluded, that .if ſuch Premiums 
were allowed for diſperſing theſe Tokens, and 
that there ſhould be ſo ſecure a Market for them, 
as the Exchequer, it would be difficult to prevent 
their obtaining a Currency among us; therefore 
as Dutiſul and Loyal Subjects, and as true Patriots 
of their Country, they firſt repreſented the great 
Apprehenſions they had of Danger from this Pa- 
tent, and then, in order to avert the Evil, be- 
ſeech'd bis Majeſty to direct, that this Coin ſhould 
not be receiv'd by the Officers, entruſted with the Re- 
ceipt. of his Revenue, 1 855 . 
As the Great Council of the Kingdom, it became 
them to do ſo: For it is their Duty to enquire in- 
to every thing that may diſturb the Pablick Tran- 
quility; and whatever Dangers they find Threat- 
ning, they are oblig'd to acquaint*the King with 
them. Nor can there be a greater Inſtance, of 
Reſpect to his Majeſty, than, thus n 
reſs 
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dreſs his Throne, to pray him to give Orders to 
his Miniſters, to prevent the Deſtruction of 
his People, by ſo mild and juſt a Method, as for- 


bidding them to allow a Currency to thele Half 


pence in the Exchequer ; which all Men know, was 
only beſeeching his Majeſty, to Order the Officers 
of bis Revenze, to Act conformable to the Laws of 

It is therefore the Duty of every particular 
Perſon of this Nation, to concur with the Endea- 
yours uſed by our Parliament, to avert the Evil of 
this Coinage and fince we have a Right to refuſe 


this Coin, let every one of us continue to reject it, 


and let us not be tempted, by Views of private 


Advantage, to involve our Country, in the Miſe- 


ries which muſt of courſe be brought upon ir, if 
this Braſs Money ſhould obtain a Currency among 
us. The good Conſequences that have already at- 


tended the Oppoſing of this Patent, ought to 


Encourage us in Perſevering in it: For fince the 
Quantity allow'd by the Patent to be coin'd, is al- 
ready reduc'd to 4e,000 l. we have reaſon to ex- 
pect upon a continued wnanimous Oppoſition, to the 


Patentee and humble Application to his Majeſty; 


it will be wholly laid aſide. 
But, before I conclude, I ſhall beg leave to com- 


pare the Patent, for Coining Copper Money for 
Ireland, granted by King Charles the 2d. and af- 
terwards renew'd to Mr. Knox, by King James 


the zd, with this granted to Mr, Weed, and to 
| ö examine 


examine the. Aſſay, made of Mr. Wood's Coinage il 
the Tower of London, upon the Conſiderations of 
both which; the Lords of the Council of Great 
Britain, ground their Reaſons, in their Report to 
his Majeſty, for juſtify ing Mr. Wood's Patent. 
It has been ſaid, and the Lords of the Council 
of Great Britain ſeem to believe, That the Care 
and Caution made uſe of, in this Patent granted to Mr: 
Wood, by proper Conditions, Checks and Comptrols, 
have effectually provided, that the Copper Money 
coin'd for Ireland by Vertue of this Patent, ſhou'd far 
exceed the like Coinages for Ireland, in the Reigns of 
his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, and this, they ſay, 
is evidently provd by the Tryals and Aſſays made of 


the Fineneſs, Value and Weight of this Copper Mo- 


ney, and the Goodneſs thereof, compar'd with former 
Coinages of Copper Money for Ireland. But be- 
fore | examine this Aſſay, I will compare the Pa- 
tents, in ſome of their Circumſtances together? 
Mr. Wood, by his Patent, has a Power given 
him, of Coining 360 Tons af Copper for Ireland; 


and he is allow'd to make 30 Pence out of every; 


Pound Weight of Copper. By the Patent granted 
by King Charles 2d. and renewed by King Fames 
2d, to Mr, Knox, the Patentees had Liberty to 
Coin ſuch Quantities of Copper Half-pence, as they 
could conveniently Iſſue, and they had Liberty: 
to make 324. out of a Pound of Copper. In 
this Mr. Knox ſeems to have had the Advantage 
of Mr. Wood, in as much as he had Liberty of 
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Coining 2 Pence more, out of a Pound of Copper, 
than Mr. Wood has; but it will appear far other. 
wiſe, if we conſider, that in the Time of the for- 
mer Coinages, Copper, of the ſame Finenefs, with 
what is now worth, in Ireland, 12 d. per Pound, 
cov'd not be bought for leſs than 18 d. per Pound. 
According to which Difference in the Price of 
the Material, the Patent granted to Mr. Wood, 
ought to have regulated his Coinage at 26 d. per 

Pound of Copper, and he would have the ſame 
Benefits, that were allow'd to the Patentees by 
the former Patents. | | | 
But Mr, Wood is allow'd to make 30 d. out of 
a Pound of Copper, therefore, he has a ſuperiour 
Advantage given him of 4 d. per Pound, which 
upon 360 Tons, amounts to 1 3,440 l. and hereby 
it is plain, the Patent granted to Mr. Wood, is not 
equally Adyantagious to the People of Ireland, 
with that granted to Mr. Knox. 

But, further, let it be ſuppos'd, that the Comp- 
troller appointed by Mr. Wood's Patent, takes ef- 
fectual Care of the Goodneſs, and Fineneſs of the 
, of which his Half. pence and Farthings are 
made. Vet the Care taken in the former Patents, 
was more effectual; for, tho' there was no expreſs 
Proviſion made, for the Goodneſs and Fineneſs of the 
Copper, yet, there was a more effectual Remedy, 
provided againſt all the Miſchiefs, that could at- 
tend that Coinage, as appears by the Clauſe of 
of Mr. Knox's Patent, which is already mention'd 


(Page 1799 
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(Page 179.)which was an effetualRemedy againſt 
the pouring in too great 4 quantity of Copper Money, 
which is the great Evil to be dreaded. And 
thus, the former Patentees were bound by their 
own Intereſt, to take Care of the Quality of the 
Half-pence, and Quantity to be utter'd ; whereas 
Mr. Wood is not properly reſtrain'd, having no 
more to ſay to his Half-pence and Farthings, after 
the yhave once paſs'd theComptroller's In n. 
And of what little Security this Reſtriction is 
on him, 1 ſhall hereafter have occaſion to take 
Notice. 

It is alſo worth obſerving, that, in the Patent 
granted to Mr. Knox, there is a farther Care 
taken, that that Coinage ſhou'd not prove Mif- 
chievous to the People of Ireland; for his then 
Majeſty did Covenant and Promiſe, that if, during 
the Term thereby granted, it fall out to be con- 
venient, for the Good of his Subjects, that any Al- 
teration ſhould be made in the Metal, or in the Stamp 
of the ſaid Copper Half-pence, that, in ſuch Caſe, 
he would Aut horiſe by Proclamation, ſuch Altera- 
tion, as ſhou'd be found Fit and Convenient : Where- 
by it is plain, that, by this Patent, a Power was 
ſtill reſerv'd in the Crown, to prevent, by Pro- 
clamation, any Evil Conſequences, that might 
have attended that Coĩnage, which, it's manifeſt, 
was only intended for the Good of the Subjetts of Ire- 
land: Whereas we are told, that by the Patent 


to Mr, Mood, his Majeſty has diveſted himſelf ” 
alt 
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all Power of relieving his Subjects, from the 
Dangers of this Coinage, unleſs it be by a Writ 
of Scire facias; and if it be really ſo, it would 
Tem, as if this Patent was, rather a Grant in Fa- 
your of the Patentee, than for the Good of the 
People of Ireland. {AER 

It has been alſo ſaid, that the Money coin'd by 
Vertue of the Patent granted to John Knox, is made, 


and declared to be Current Coin of the Kingdom of 


Ireland, I have therefore very carefully examin'd 
that Patent, and I cannot find it contains any 
Thing, that can be explain'd this way, only the 
Clauſe, whereby it is ordain'd, that the Copper 
Falf- pence, made by Vertue of the ſaid Patent, 


ſbould-paſs, and be generally uſed, between Man and 


Man, as Money for the value of Halt-pence. But 
this is not an attempt to inforce a Currency of this 
Coin, or to make it [awful Money, contrary to the 
Known Laws of the Kingdom. lt is only a Li- 
cenſe, that thoſe Half-pence ſhall be uſed generally be- 
tween Man and Man; and this will appear to have 
been the Intent of the Patent, on reading the 
Clauſe mentioned inPage 179 wherein a Difference 
is made, between this Copper Money, and the Cur- 
rent Money of the Kingdom; which Difference 
wou'd have been unneceſſary, if it was intended, 
that the Copper Money ſhou'd have been made the 

Current Money of Ireland, 
And the whole Purport of the ſaid Patent, 
confirms this Opinion: For in the Clauſe imme- 
| ; diately 


/ "I 
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diately following, that which T have juſt now 
cited, his Majeſty declares, that to the intent that 
juſt Exchange (which is provided for in the former 
Clauſe) may be maintain'd, and conſequently aff 
Inconveniencies avoided, which might otherwiſe hap- 
pen to his Subjects, contrary to his gracious Inten- 
tion and Meaning; his Will and Pleaſure therefore 
is, that there be from Time to Time, a convenient 
Quantity of the ſaid Half-pence, ſent to as many Ci- 
ties, Burroughs Corporate, and Market-Towns, and o- 
ther Places within the Realm of Ireland, as the Pa- 
rentees ſhall think fit, and neceſſary for the Uſe and Oc- 
caſions of the People of Ireland, and the ſame Co 
per Half-pence, ro be left in the Hands of ſome 
diſcreet Perſon or Perſons in the ſaid Cities, &c. 
together with ſufficient Means, for the Re-change of 
the ſaid Half- pence. And when his Majeſty, in 
the ſame Patent, Wills and Requires his Chief Go- 
vernors, &c. for the Time being, to Endeavour, that 
the ſaid Copper Half-pence, may freely Paſs in 
Uſe, between Man and Man, it is expreſly ſaid, in 
the way of Exchange, as is before expreſs'd. 
M hereby it is Manifeſt, that it was never intend- 
ed, this Coin ſhould be made the Current Money 
of the Kingdom: But was only to paſs by way 
of Exchange, as is before expreſs'd; that is, the 
Patentees to Exchange them for Gold and Silver, 
(which are the only lawful Money of this King- 
.dom) whenever the ſame would be requir'd, and 
this the Chief Governors, &c. were commanded by 
the ſaid Patent to ſee duly perform'd, I muſt 
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I muſt beg leave further to Remark, that the 
Patent granted to Mr. Knox, was order'd to be 
enrolPd in the Rolls of the High Court of Chancery 


in Ireland, whereas this granted to Mr. Wood, is 
enrolPd in England; and tho' this may ſeem no 
material Difference, yet I cannot forbear looking 
upon it, as a Matter of very great Conſequence ; 
for it is a Queſtion, whether a Writ of Scire fa- 
£548 Will lye in Ireland againſt this Patent, and it 
ſeems very agreeable to Reaſon, that a Tryal on 
ſuch a Writ, if the Patent cou'd not be any other- 
wiſe vacated, ought to be had in this Kingdom, ra- 
ther than in England. But this, and the Inconve- 
niencies that might attend ſuch a Tryal, in caſe it 
cou'd be had in Ireland, on this Patent granted 
under the Great Seal of England, and enroll'd in 
that Kingdom, 1 muſt leave to the Conſideration 
of thoſe who are learn'd in the Laws of the Land. 
Upon the whole Matter, I think it plainly ap- 
pears, that the Patent granted to Mr. Mood, is 
net equally Beneficial to the Kingdom of Ireland, with 
the former Patents; and, that from the foregoing 
great and eſſential Differences, whereby it ſeems ſuf- 
ficiently juſtified, that Care and Caution was not uſed 
in granting the Letters Patent to Mr. Wood, 

And now I ſhall Examine the Aﬀay made of 
Mr. Weed's Coinage, in the Tower of London; 
and to do this the better, I ſhall beg leave to an- 
nexa Copy of the Report thereof, to theſe Papers, 
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By this Report, it is Evident, that there was 
but one Species of Mr, Wood's Halfpence Aſa, 
viz. thoſe which were coin'd between the 25th 
of March, 1723. and March 28th 1724. bearing 
on the Reverſe: HIBERNTA ſitting with a Harp 
by her left Side, and the Date of the Year. 
Theſe might have the Qualities certified, and 
the Fraud Charg'd on the Patentee, ſtill ſubſiſt. 
For the Aſſays made in Jreland, and laid before 
the Houſes of Parliament, in the Month of Sep» 
temper, 1723, were on different Species imported 
into Ireland, in order to be utter'd, and moſt of 
them were coin'd in the Year 1722, 4s appears 
by their Dates, and ſeveral of the Impreſſions 
on the Reverſe, were different from the Species 
that was try'd in the Tower of London. 

The Perſons concern'd in the Aſſay made in 
Ireland, were examined by a Committee of the 
whole Houſe of Commons in a moſt ſolemn Manner; 
a Method not obſerycd, on the other ſide the 
Water. | 

And, to the End there ſhould be no Ground 
given, for an Imputation that light Pieces were 
pick'd up for the Tryal in Jreland, but that the 
ſame ſhould be made with all the Candor imas- 
ginable; 1am well aſſured, that the Aﬀay made 
in Ireland, was proved by ſeveral Tryals on large 
Parcels of Mr, Wood's Half-pence, then lying in 
the Stores of his Majeſty's Cuſtom-Houſe in Dub- 


lin, which were imported from Briſtol : So _ 
is 
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this Aſſay made by Order of the Houſe of Com- 
mont of Ireland, can't with any Shew of Reaſon, 
be calPd-in Queſtion, but certainly carries better 
Evidence of Truth with it, than any other Aſſay 
whatſoever. 
By this Aſſay it appear'd, that Half-pence of 
four different Impreſſions, and of much leſs weight, 
than was requir'd by Patent were imported into 
Ireland before September, 1723, of which Speci- 
mens are in the Cuſtody of the Clerk of the Houſe 
ef Commons. But there was only one Sort pro- 
duced before the Gentlemen employ'd to make 
the Aſſay in the Tower of London; which could 
Not have happen'd, if the Comptroller had per- 
form'd his Duty; for then he would have taken 
Tryal Pieces out of each different Parcel that was 
coin'd during the whole Time, and then the dif- 
ferent Impreſſions and Dates would have appear'd, 
to the Gentlemen who were appointed to make 
the Aſſay in the Tower of London 
But this having, in all appearance, been con- 
trived, by Mr. Mood and his Accomplices, in or- 
der to deceive the Lords of the Council, as in Ef- 
fect it has done, it may be allow'd that other 
Contrivances that could ſerve to the ſame End, 
were put in Practice: And then, it is natural to 
believe, the heavieſt Picceswere choſen out of Mr. 
Wood*s Coinage, for this Tryal. 
But Mr. Wood has impoſed on the Lords of the 
Council in another moſt Material Point, and yi 
| this 
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this too the Comptroller is very deeply concern'd 
with Mr. Wood. This will appear by comparing 
the Report of the Committee of Council, with 
the Report of the Aſſay. In the former it is ſaid, 
« That the Comptroller's Accounts of the Quan=- 
d& tities of Half-pence and Farthings coin'd, agreed 
« with Mr. Wood's Account, amounting to 39 
„Tuns, 3 Hundred, x Quarter 11 Pound and 
i 4 Ounces;” Whereas by the Report made of 
the Aſſay it appears that, from Lady-day 1723, 
“e to the 28th of March 1724, there was that 
« Quantity coĩn'd.“ | 
From hence it is plain, that no Account has 
been return'd of the-Coinage in the Year 1722, 
and the Lords of the Council were made to be- 
heve, that the Quantities of Copper coin'd amount- 
ed in the whole only to the aforeſaid Weight, and 
in Tale to 17,0001. whereas by the Report of 
the Aſſay it appears, that Quantity and Sum was 
coin'd between the 25th of March, 1723, and the 
28th of March, 1724. | 
And ſeeing that the Patent was enroll'd in the 
Rolls of the High Court of Chancery in England, 
von the 12th Day of Fuly, 1722, the Patentee had 
full eight Months to coin in, before the 25th of 
March 1723: In which Time, at the Rate of 100 
Tuns for the firſt Year, as preſcrib'd by the Pa- 
tent, he muſt have coin'd 66 Tuns at leaſt, which 
at 25. 6d. per Pound amounts to 18,4801. and this 
was intirely withheld from the Knowledge of the 
Lords of theCouncil,ſo that Mr. Word had coin'd 


Ce 3,4801. 
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35, ol. in Tale, when he and the Comptrollec 
prerended there was only 17000l. coin'd, 
Now, this has been an Impoſition of a moſt 

high Nature, and it is enough to demonſtrate, 
that there is little Expectation, of ever being a- 


ble to ſet Limits to a beneſicial Coinage, entruſt- / 


ed in private Hands, by the Meansof any Comp- 
troller; and therefore all Propoſals from Mr. 
Wed of limiting his Coinage to 40,0001. or to 

ny other Sum, are Amuſements that wiſe Men 
will never be deceiv'd bv. 

I muſt further beg Leave to remark, that, tho' 
it is faid in the Report,“ that the Half-pence 
tand Ferthings coin'd by Mr. Wood when compa- 
«red with the Copper Money coin'd for Ireland in 
te -the Reigns of King Charles II. King James II. 
« and King Witkan and Queen Mary, conſidera- 
6& bly exceeds them all in Weight, &c.“ Yet thisis 
no Way to be conſider'd in the preſent Queſtion, 

- For it is of no Conſequence to examine the 
intrinſick Value of our preſent Half-pence, becauſe, 
as the People of Ireland are not ſurcharg'd with 
them, they are generally eſteemed for the Con- 


venieney of making ſmall Payments, and, until 


this Attempt of Mr. Woad, we have not been in 


Danger of being ſurcharg'd with Copper Money 6 


but when this Danger, of having à diſpropor- 
tioned Quantity brought in, did threaten us; 


it was then, as has been already laid, the Concern 


of every Body to compute the Miſchiefs that 
might attend it, dy the Want of intrinſick Va- 


lue in the Coin. Upon 


P 
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Upon this Matter of the Aſſay made of Mr. 
Wood's Copper Maney, I muſt alſo take Notice, that 
tho” the Capper of which Mr. Vas Half-pence 
are made, ſhould: be allow'd to be, of the ſame 
Goodneſs and Value with that, of which the 
Copper Money is coin'd in his Majeſty's Mint for 
Evgland ; yet the Quantity of Money that is al- 
low'd to be coin'd aut of a Pound of Copper for 
teland, is not in a juſt Proportion to what is 
coin'd for England. in - 

For, if the ſame Proportion that is obſeryd be- 
tween the Silver Maney of each Nation, was main- 
tained in the Copper Coin, then there ought not 
to be made out of one Pound of Copper for Fre- 
land, but 25 Pence and 2 thirds of a Penny. For 
as 24 Pence of Silver Money of England, yields 
26 Pence in Heland, fo 23 Pence, the Quantity of 
Half-pence made out of @ Pound of Copper for 
England, Is equal to 25 Pence and 2 Thirds of a 
pom the Quantity that ought to be made for 
Trela | | 


But as Mr. Wood has Liberty to make 30 Pence 


out of a Pound of Copper for 1re/and, fo he has 


an Advantage of 4 Pence and 1 Third ofa Penny 


on every Pound of Copper, more than what is 
got by the Copper Coinage for England; and this 
upon 360 Tuns amounts to 13, 00. and by this 
Means, the Difference between the Capper Money 
of England, and the Copper Money of Ireland, would 
prove 32 and a half per Cent. and as the Difference 
of the Value of Money, is one of the une 

ons 
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ſons of the riſing of Exchange between two Na- 
tions, it is manifeſt, that if this Coin of Mr. 
Mood had been forc'd upon us; the Exchange be- 
tween England and Ireland would be raiſed at leaſt 
30 per Cent. whereas for ſome Years paſt, it has by 
a Medium kept at about 10 per Cent. 

And if the Exchange ſhould thus come to be 
raiſed, it would produce moſt fatal Conſequences 
to the Trade, and generally to every other Buſineſs 
of the Nation. 

That thoſe of my Readers who are unacquain- 
ted with Matters of this Nature, may be able to 
judge of the Diſadvantages, ſuch high Exchange 
would produce : I muſt inform them, that the 
_ Cauſes of the Riſe and Fall of Exchange, are, 
either the Variation of the Price of the Coin in 
any Country, or the Demand that happens to be 
in one Country, for Money in another, or, ſome- 
times both thoſe Cauſes meeting together, 

Now, *tis well known, that the great Number 
of Iriſh Landlords, the Penſioners and great Offi- 
cers on our Civil and Military Eſtabliſhments, 
who live in England; and the Income of our Poſt- 
Office, and ſome other Portions of Publick Mo- 
ney, which are yearly remitted to that Country, 
do all together occaſion a great Demand for Mo- 
ney in England: And if a Variation of our Coin 
ſhould concur with this, it is eaſy to concelve 
that the Exchange would riſe to the Height of the 
greateſt Difference between the Money of England 
and Veland. 3 5 | 5 ? 


I 


( 205 ) 


It has been already ſhewn that the Nominal 
Value of the Silver Money in Ireland, compared to 
the Value of the Silver Money of England, is as 
108,333, to 100, and Gold in Ireland compared to 
Gold in England, is as 109,525 to 100, ſo that the 
Exchange between England and Ireland, holding by 
a Medium, for ſome Time paſt, at 10 per Cent. 
confirms our Obſervation, that the Exchange 
muſt riſe to the greateſt Difference between the 
Nominal Value of our Coins. Wherefore as the 
Braſs Money intended to be forced upon us by 
Mr. Wood (tho? he ſhould make it conformable to 
the Rules of his Patent) would be 32 andan half 
per Cent. worſe than the Braſs Money, and near 

© per Cent.worſe than the Silver Money of England; 
t is eaſy to conceive that the Price of Exchange 
between England and Ireland, would be raiſed to 
at leaſt 3o per Cent, if this Braſs Coinage ſhould 
be allowed to take Effect. ; 2 
So that, if in carrying on the general Trade 
and Buſineſs of the Nation, the Bills drawn be- 
tween England and Ireland amount to 2, ooo, oool. 
per Ann. Iriſh Money, and that Exchange ſhould be 
at zo per Cent. then this Sum would be diſcharged 
by 1,5 38,4621. Engliſh Money. Whereas now 
that Exchange holds at 10 per Cent. that Sum pro- 
duces 1,818,182 J. Engliſh Money, Thus by the 
railing of Exchange there wou'd be loſt tothe Na- 
tion 279,720 per Ann. Engliſh Money, which at 
30 per Cent. would be equal to 363,636 l. Trift 
Money per Annum. | ; ' 
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I would not have my Reader imagine, that 
the Loſs which Ireland would ſuſtain by theſe 
Means muſt redound to the Profit of England, for 
It is far otherwiſe. The Merchants of Ireland 
are for the moſt Part only Factors for other 
Countries ; and Foreigners both to England and 
Jrelavd, would gain the greateſt Share in the Ad- 
-vantages which all the World would have by a 
Miſmanagement of this Kind, in the Affairs of 
ireland. And tho' ſome particular Perſons in Eng- 
Ln might gain by ſuch Confuſions, yet it would 
be direQly oppoſite to the general Intereſt of that 
Country, 

I might prove this by many Arguments; but 
at this Time I ſhall content my ſelf with exami- 
ning bow this Matter of the Exchange will affett 
the Money that is remitted to England, to pay 
the annual Demand that Country has on this 
Kingdom. > 715 * | 
This Demand may be computed at 500,000!. 
per Anu Iriſh Money, which when Exchange is 
dat 10 per Cem. is paid by 454,545 l. Engliſh Mo- 
-Ney ; but if Exchange ſhould be raiſed to 30 per 
Cen. then it would be paid by 384,6151. Engliſh 
Money: So that the Loſs by this Means alone 
to the Jriſb Landlords, the Penſioners, and great 
Officers on the Civil and Military Liſts of Ireland, 
| Who ſpend their large lncomes in Exglard, and in 
the Revennes of the Poſt Office, Cc. would be 
69,9301. Ergliſh Money per Annum, equal to 
99,9991. Iriſh Money, That is, more than _ 
* ˖ 
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6th Part of their whole Incomes, would be des? 
ſtroy'd by this Means. And it is worth obſerv- 
ing, that, this confirms our Computation of the 
like Proportion of loſs, to the whole People of 
Ireland, in caſe this Braſs Money ſhou'd obtain a 
Currency among us, as in Page (185, 186.) _ 

I have been the longer in Examining the a- 
forementioned Patents, and the Aſſay made of 
Mr. Wood's Copper Half-pence in London, they be- 
ing the Foundations, on which the Lords of the 
Council form'd their Opinion, that Mr. Wood 
had not deceiv'd his Majeſty, in obtaining this 
Grant: That he had on his Part duly perform'd 
the Covenants he had enter'd into; and that this 
Colnage was Beneficial to the People of Ireland ; 
But having put theſe Matters in a fair Light, 1 
hope they'll now appear ia another manner, than 
they did to their Lordſhips. es 

For my part, I can never ſuppoſe, but the * 
tereſt of England, and that of Ireland, as now e- 
ſtabliſh'd, ſhou'd be ſo united, that it may al- 
ways remain as a Maxim in Politicks, that Ireland 
cannot be deſtroy'd without bringing a moſt ſen- 
ſible Damage to the Affairs of England. And Pm 
perſuaded, the Affection of the King, is ſo very 
great towards his Subjects in this Country, that 
he never would willingly ſuffer them to be ruind 
by the Projects of Auaritious Men ; nor can it en- 
ter into my Mind, that any of the Miniſters, 
who are entruſted with the immediate Manage- 

ment 
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ment of the Affairs of Great Britain, did adviſe 
the granting this Patent, out of a deſire to hurt 
his Ma jeſty's moſt dutiful Subjects of Ireland. 
I'm rather of Opinion, that Mr. Wood found 
Means, to make it be believ'd, that it was really 
for the Service of the People of reland, that this 
Patent ſhould take Place, And now, that it ap- 
pears Mr. Wood has deceiv'd his Majeſty in this 
Grant, thoſe Miniſters who (when they thought 
it was for the Good of this Kingdom) were moſt 
Inſtrumental in obtaining this Patent, will be the 
readieſt (it is to be hoped) to cauſe it to be vaca- 
ted, ſince it's manifeſtly deſtructive of the com- 
mon Intereſt of his Majeſty and his Subjects. 
I ſhall conclude this Paper with a Speech made 
by Queen Elizabeth, in Anſwerto an Addreſs of 
Thanks from the Houſe of Commons of England, 
upon her Majeſty's Publiſhing a Proclamation, de- , 
claring ſeveral Patents to be Null and Void, which 
ſhe had granted to private Perſons (who, under 
the Colour of Pablick Good, but in reality to the 

great Damage of the Kingdom) had obtain'd 
them, for the ſole Privilege and Liberty of vend- 
ing ſome particular Sorts of Wares, 
And when I have deſired, it may be conſider'd, 
that few Princes had aſſerted the Rights of the 
- Crown, with a higher Hand than ſhe did: I ſhall 
leave my Reader with this Speech, to make a pro- 


per Application of it. The Speech is as follows. 


; Gentlemin, 


— - — ——_— 


ments for yaur, Reſpect towards me, not 
have diſcover'd themſelves, in retrieving me from 
of my judgment. This vaidably drawn 
my People my chief Happineſs) had you not made 
Hand or Heart, than ever conſent to 0 el 
of a Crown, as to let the Scale of Feftice be Wigh 
may deceive ſuch as kB.i no. 
=_ of thoſe unwary Princes q; for I am very ſenſi- 
nat. 1 account my felf very Happy, that by 
me with ſuch Subjeft;, for whom I could be con- 
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.. Gentlemen, - 1 197 4:36 Bm. 
1 Owe you my beſt Thanks and Acknowledge- 
only for your good Inclination, but thoſe 
clear and publick Expreſſions thereof, which - 
a Miſtake, into which J have. been betrayd; not 
ſo much by the Faults of my Will, as the Error 
a Blemiſh upon me (who accoynt the Safety of 
me acquainted with the Practice of thoſe lewd 
Harpies and Horſ6-Leeches. I would ſooner. 
Privileges toFngroſſers,a8 may turn to the Detriment 
of my Peoplh. 1 im or fo Pingel with Gele 
down, by that of an Arbitrary Power. The gay 
Title of a Prince, 
thing of the Secret of Governing, as a gilded 
Pill may Impoſe upon the Patient : But lam not 
ble, that i ooght to govern for ——— 
and not hand my own Particolar, and that 
ſtand Accountable ts another, a Tribu« 
God's Aſſiſtance, I have enjoy d fo p ous a Co- 
verments im all Reſpects, n deter bleſſed 
trnted to Jay down my Crown and my Life. 7 
| | D d muſt 
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muſt intreat you, that let others be Guilty of what 
Faults or Miſdemeanours ſvever, they may not, 
through any Miſrepreſentation, be laid at my 
Door, 1 hope the Evidence of a good Conſci- 
ence will, in all ReſpeCts; bear me out. Vou can- 
not be Ignorant, that the. Servants of Princes, have 
too often, an Eye to their own Advantage; that 
their Faults are often concealed from their No- 
tice, *and that they cannot, if they wou'd, in- 
ſpec all Things, when the Weight and Buſineſs - 
of a whole Kingdom, lyes on their Shoulders. 

WITS © o & > . IL 21 | # T3071 


4 Copy of the Report made by Sir Iſaac 
"Newton, Ed, Southwell, and John Scroope, 
.. Efqrs;, of the Aſſay made of Mr. Wood's 
Copper Money. __ | 03 28 | 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
| 555i. Majeſty's Treaſury, C 
| Jon ms 13299 > 111517659 5713 9 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhib ez. 
Ccording to your Lord ſhips Order, the Pix 
of the Copper Money coĩned at Briſtol by Mr. 
Mood for Ireland, has been opened, and tryed be- 
fore us, at his Majeſty's Mint in the Tower: 
And; by the Comptroller's Account, to which Mr. 
Wood agreed, there has been coined from Lady- 
day, 1723, to March, 28th, 1724 in Halt-pence, 


55 Tons, 5 Hundred, 3 Quarters, and 12 Ounces 7 
aa = | an 
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and in Farthings, 3 Tons, 17 Hundred, 2 Quar- 
ters, 10 Pounds, 8. Ounces, Averdupois; the 
whole Coinage amounting to 59 Tons, 3 Hundred, 1 
Quarter, 11 Pounds, and 4 Ounces, And by Spe- 
cimens of chis Coinage, which have from Time 
to Time been taken from ſeveral Parcels coined, 
and ſealed up in Papers, and put into the Pix; 
we found, that 60 Half-pence weighed 14 Ounces 
Troy, and 18 Penny Weight, which is about a 
quarter of an Ounce, above 1 Pound Weight 
Averdupois, and that 30 Farthings weighed 3 

Ounces, and 3 Quarters of an Ounce Troy, an 
46 Grains, which is alſo above the Weight re- 
quired by his Patent. We found alfo, that both 
Half-pence and Farthings, when heated red, Hot, 
ſpread thin under the Hammer, without Crack- 
ing, as your Lordſhips may ſee by the Pieces now” 
laid before your Lordſhips. But altho' the Cop- 
per was very good, and the Money one Piece with 
another was full Weight, yet the ſingle Pieces 
were not ſo equally coined, in the Weight, as. 
they ſhou'd have been. 1 <p 
We found alſo, that 32 old Half-pence coined 
for Ireland, in the Reigns of King Charles 2d, 
King James 2d, King William zd, and Queen 

Mary, and produced by Mr, Wood, weighed 6 Oun-. 

ces and 8 Penny Weight Troy, that is 103 
Grains and an half a Piece, one with another. 
They were much worn, and if about 6 or 7 
-Grains be allowed to each of them, one with ra 
-. > _—_— 


* 
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ther, for loſs of their Weight by wearing, the 
Copper Money, coined for England, in the Reign 
of Ing W:ilam, being already as much lighten- 
ed by Wearing, they might at firſt, Weigh about 
half a Pound Averdupois, whereas 3o of thoſe 
coined by Mr. Wood, are to be of that Weight; 
They were alſo made of bad Copper. Two of 
thoſe coined in the Reign of King Charles 2d, 
waſted much in the Fire, and then ſpread thin 
under the Hammer, but not fo well without 
cracking as thoſe of Mr. Wood. Two of thoſe 
coined in the Reign of King Fame: 2d, waſted 
more in the Fire, and were not Maleable when 
red Hot. Two of thoſe coined in the Reign of 
King iam and Queen Mary, waſted ſtill more 
in the Fire, and turnid to an un-maleable Sub- 
ſtance, like a Cinder ; as your Lordfhips may ſee _ 
by the Pieces now laid before you. 

| By the. Aſſays, we reckon the Copper of Mr. 
Wood's Half-pence and Farthings, to be of the 
ſame Goodnefi and Value with the Copper, of 
which the Copper Mon ey is coined in the King's 
Mint for England, worth in the Market, — 
12 or 13d. per Pound Weight, Averdupois. An 
the Copper of which the Half- pence were coined: 
for Jreland, in the Reigns of King Charles, King 
James, and King William, to be much Inferior in 


| Value, the Mixture heing unknown, & not beari 
| the Fire, for converting it to any other uſe, until 


The 


it be refined. 
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The Halſ. pence and Farrhings in the Pig 
ed by Mr. Wood, had en one Side, the Hader 
the King, with this Inſcription, Eq) i Ni DEI 
GRATIA REX, and on the other Side, a Womati 
Sitting, with 4 Hary by her left Side and above her, 
this Inſcription, HIVERNI A, with the Date. The 
Half pence coined in the Reigns of King ae 
King James, and King William, had, on one Side, 
the Head of King Charles, King James, or King 
Wiliam and Queen Mary, and on the Reverſe, a 
Harp crowned. 2, 

All which Facts, we moſt humbly Repreſent 
to your Lordſhips. April, 27th, 724, 


FROMETHEUS 
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PO E M 


WHEN firſt the *54 Squire, and Tinker Wood 

Gravely conſulting Ireland's Good, 

Together mingled in a Maſs 

Smith's Duſt, and Copper, Lead and Braſs, 

The Mixture thus by Chymick Art, 

| United cloſe ia ev'ry Part. 

In Fillets roll'd, or cut in Pieces, 

Appear'd like ane continu'd Species, 

And by the forming Engine ſtruck, 

On all the ſame IMPRESSION ſtuck; 

So to confound, this hated Coin, 

All Parties and Religions joyn; 

Whigs, Tories, Trimmers, Hanoverians, 
uakers, Conformiſts, Presbyterians, 

Scotch, Iriſh, Res ſb, French unite 

With equal Int ref, equal Spight, 

Together mingled in a Lump, 

Do all in One Opinion jump; And 
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ins to find, 


And ev'ry one begi 


The ſame IMPRESSION on his Mind 3; | 


A ſtrange Event ! whom Gold incites 
To Blood and Quarrels, Braſs unites ; 
So Goldſmiths ſay, the coarleſt Stuff, 
Will ſerve for Solder well enuff. 

So, by the Kettles loud Alarm, 

The Bees are gather'd to a Swarm : 

So by the Brazen Trumpets Bluſter, 


7 
r 


1 , % 
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Troops of all Tongues and Nations Muſter 3 


And ſo the Harp of Ireland brings 
Whole Crowds about its Brazen Strings. 
There is a Chain let down from Jove, 
But faſten'd to his Throne above; 
So ſtrong, that from the lower End, 
They ſay, all humane Things depend $:\ 
This Chain, as Ancient Poets hold, 
When Jove was Young, was made of Gold: 
Prometheus once this Chain purloin'd, 
Diſſolv'd, and into Money Coin'd ; 
Then whips me on a Chain of Braſs, 
Venus was Brib'd to kt it paſs.) 
Now while this Brazen Chain paws 
Jove ſaw that all Devotion fail'd ; 
No Temple to his Godſhip raisd, 
No Sacr fire on Altar: bla d 
In ſhort, ſuch dire Confuſions follow'd, 
Earth mull have been in Chaos ſmallow'd: 
Fove ſtood amaz d, and looking round, 
With much ado, the Cheat he found; 


Twas 
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Twas plain he coy'd no longer hold 
The World in any Chain but Gold; 
And to the God of Wealth, his Bike; 
Sent Merexty to get another: 


ena on a Rock is laid, 
Ty'd with the Chain himſelf had made; - 
On Icy Caucaſus to ſhiver, 


Where Vultures eat his erowing Livery * 


ve Pow'rs of Grub Areet, make me able, 

Diſcreetly to apply this Fable. 

Say, who is to be underſtood | 

By that old Thief Prometheus? WOOD: 

For Jove, it is not hard topueſs him, 

I mean His M----- God bleſs him. 

This Thief and Black-Smith was ſo bold, 

He ſtrove to ſteal that Chain of Gold 

Which links the Subject to the King, 

And _— e it for a Brazen & 

But ſure if nothing elſe muſt paſs 

Between the K and us, but Bra . 

Altho the Chain will never crac 

Yet Our Devotion may Grow Slack, 
But Jove will foon convert, I hope, 

This Brazen Chain into a = of 

With which Prometheus ſh be ty'd, 

And high in Air for ever ride; 

Where, if we find his Liver grows, 

For want of Puleures, we haye Crows: 
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TheSIGN of the | 
DRAPIER's HEAD in Truck-Sreee, 
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IT H brisk merry Lays, 
We'll Sing to the Praile 
Of that honeſt Patriot, the Drapier; 
Who, all the World knows, 


| Confounded our Foes, : : 


With nothing but 1 8 and Paper. 


A Spirit Divine, _. 
Fan through ev'ry Line, | 
And made all our Hearts for to caper + 
He ſav'd us out Goods, 3 
And Dumfounder'd Worodsz © 
Then long Life and W to the Prapier: 


We ne'erſnall forget, 
His Judgment, or Wit, 


But 


E e 
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But Life, you muſt know, is a Vapour; 


In Ages to come, 4 
1 * We well may preſume, 
They 'Il Monuments raiſe to the Prapier. 

| W hen Senators meet, 


They'll ſurely think fit 
To Honour and Praiſe the good Dr apter 
2 Nay, Juries ſhall join, 2 — 
. And Sheriffs combine, | , 
To thank him in 9 Paper. 


You Men of the Comb, 
Come lay by your Loomb, 

And go to the Sign of the Drapier; 
To TAPLIN declare, 
You, one and all are 

Kind loving good Friends to his Paper? 


Then join Hand in Hand, 
Teach other firm ſtand, 
All Health to the Club and the Drapicy ; 
| Who merrily. meet, 
And Sing in Truck - ſtreet, 
In Praiſe of the well-written Paper. 


* 


SONG II. 

Ince the Drapier's ſet up, and Wood is cry'd down, 

Let Ballads be made by the Bards of this Town; 
10 thank the brave Drapier for what he has done. 
Which no Body can deny, brave Boys,which no Body can deny. 
When 2 Project to ruin this Nation was laid, 
To Drain all our Geid, and give Braſs in its ſtead; 
The Drapier he writ, and knock'd all on the Head, 

Which no Body can deny, & c. His 


E xXx? 
8 * 


ES 
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His Advice he addreſs'd to Men of all Ranks, 
W hich timely ſupported our Trade and our Banks; 
And no doubt the next Seſſion he']l have publick Thanks, 


| Which no Body can deny, &c. 
But who could imagine that ſome Men in Place, 
Were for bringing this Prapier to Shame and Diſgrace 3 
Becauſe he had writ upon too nice a Caſe. 4... 7 
C Which no Body cen deny, & c. 
That a 5. of this Country ſhould uſe all his Skill, 
To prevail on a F—y for finding a Bill; ; 
And diſſolve them becauſe they thwarted his will. 
P Which no Body can deny, &c. 
In vain are all Offers the Drapier to take, | 
This Kingdom ne'er cheriſh'd a poiſonous Snake, 
And Informers are Wretches, all Men will forſake. 
| Which no Body can deny, &c. 
And for the good Things he has brought to paſs, 
We here for a Sign have ſet up his Fnac; 
And wiſh we cou'd ſet up his Statue in Braſs. 
Which no Body can deny, &c. 
Then, Tap/in, fill out a Glaſs of the beſt, -; 
And let the King's Health be drank by each Gueſt, 
Let it ſhine in his Face and glow in his Breaſt. 
; PI Which no Body can deny, &c. 
For Carteret's Merit a Bumper prepare, 
W hoſe faithful Report of our pk here, 
Has baffled our Foes and remov'd all our Fear. 
Which no Body can deny, &c. 
The Proteſtant Intereſt Abroad and at Home, | 
Our Friends in this City, and thoſe on the Comb, 
Shall be pledg'd by all Members in this Club and Room, 
| . - Which no Body can deny, &c. 
Make haſte, honeſt Taplin, and bring t'other Por, 
The Drapier's good Friends muſt not be forgot, 
While you have good Liquor, or we have 3 Groat. 
Which no Body can deny, brave Boys, which no body -_ _ 


* 


— . — — —— —— — 


SONG III. 


Q a worthy Dublin Dy opier 
purpoſe is to ſpeak, 
W ho — — borivate intereſt, 
But for his country's loke, 
By virtuous honour led, 
Egregious hazards run; 
And fo he ſet his country free, 
Could more . ron 
Twice was he perſecuted, 
By traitors to the ſtate ; 
And twice, by virtue guarded, 
He did their wiles defeat: 
Seek all the world about, | 
| And you will hardly find 
A man for honour to excel] 
AY gallant ns mind. 


For * was bred in Dublin, 
| The chief of men was he; 
From thence, ſent o'er to London, 
A. *Prentice for to be: 
A banker near the court, 
Did like his ſervice lo, 
That a warm farm, in his own land, 
| He did on him beſtow. 


v. 
When hack again to 1 RE LAND 
This worthy Drapier came, 

He caft about molt nobly, 


To advance its wealth and fame: 
And. 


— — 
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Aud had the ſimple natives 
Obſerv'd his ſage Advice, 
Their wealth and fame, ſome years ago, 
Had reach'd above the skies. 


For oft he them ad moniſh'd 
Io mind the draping trade, 
And wear no manufactures 
But what themſelves had made: 
But whilſt by thoughtieſs mortals 
His ſchemes neglected lay, 
Some foes unto their country's weal, 
His Perſon would . 
VI. 


When thus her ſons turn enemies, 

What nation free can laſt 2 
And now, to quite enflave us, 

A champion over paſsd, = 
In copper armour clad, 7 
A wooden too! of might, | 
Who, by his boa of pewer, did :. 

All Ireland Ane 

V . 


With juſt diſdain, the Drapier 
Beheld his brazen pride, 

He could not hear, with patience, 
How he our laws defy'd: 

Forgetting former wrangs, 
Uato our aid he flew, 

And, with reſiſi/efs courage, he 
This giant overthrew. 

VIII. 

But, oh! the curs'd ingratitude | 
Ot ſome! (no matter where) 

Let all their names in hiſtory -* 

| With infamy appear. 

For, to reward his love, 

In ſaving of their land; 


rr e er ns I ro re 


"_ 


. 
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They plotted, to deliver him 
Into tbe traitor's band, . 
| n 23, 34 516 IX. | 
The Drapier, at this treatment 
Was not a whit diſmay'd; 
But, for his country's ſafery, © 
More than his own, afraid: 
He bravely ſent em word, 
| He'd ftand the brunt of all, 


* 


| If they wou d but ſecure the land. 


From Wood's erence thraÞt. 
| 68 © + 841 


8 £4. 3 
Thus doth our gallant Drapier 
His trade, and all, expoſe, 
To fave the land from foreign, 
And from domeſticł foes : 
Who, their own turn to ſerve, 
Moſt baſely would agree 
To bring us in dependence, 
W ho are, by 2 8 4 free. 
L NYE. 
For he hath ſhewn, moſt clearly, 
| We can't be free by halves; 
And thoſe to ſubjects ſubje#, | 
Can be no lefs than ſlaves 
As yet, no as we've made, 
And grant we never may, 
To give our brethren title 
To their 1 34 
. 


Then, with your conſtant praiſes 
The Drapier's name adorn, 


Whilſt thoſe who wou'd betray him, 


"IM Deſerve = N 1 

n honouring his worth, % q 
Let grateful friend be auhd 8 

And with his health, next to the king's, 


Let glaſſes gb all round. 


c. 


SONG, 


+ Set u, gloriouſly, - + * A 


o W were free by nature, 3 
Let us all our power exert 3 ©3541 
Since each humane creatune ſ 
may his right aſſeerrtr. 
* (Chorus,) Fill Bumpers to the Drapier; © 


Whoſe convincing Paper St a XA 


From Brazen Fetter: free. 14.4) 5 +»; 
His warm zeal inſpir'd us 83 

To withſtand our country's fate, w 0 
Whilſt his writings fir'd us, | 

E'er it was too late. 1 2 A 


1 4 Fill Bumpers, ke. 


* 


A, true Roman ſpirit ; 
| Fir'd our mighty ak: Breaſt: „ 
By him, we inherit ** v ' #9 10% 
W hat can make us bleſt. 11 
Full Bumpers, gcc. 
Thus he, bright. in ſtory, ' f 

Like great Naſſau once before, K UT 

Freed us all with glory, : i 7. 4 - of _ _ 

What could mortal more: * i 5. 

| „F Bumpers, &c. PA 
All friends to the DR AP LE R, \ 

Who revere his worthy: name, „ 

In honour to his PAPER, 3 ©: 1:64} $2l 

Sing his laſting on | 


YO 


"Fill Bumpers &c. 
Thus, ye Sons of Pleaſure, 5 
Who at T 4 P LIN. I | weekly fing, 
In alternate meaſure . ' 


& 4 


Loudly ler bs clas. ett „ h 1% MY 
Fi 1 Bumpers &c. I 
WE 0 4 


8 
Hen WOOD fad [ike t' have taken root, 
And canker'd all the Nation, 
The DRAIPER ſoon oppos'd his ſult, 
And ftemm'd his innovation. 
As when by Winter's hoary chains 
The meadows are involved; 
When Phebus ſhines upon the plains, 
They're by his rays diſſolved. 
So, when the Drepiey did maintain 
Our cauſe, to whom we're debtors, 
The fire of his heroick vein 
Deſtroy d bur brazen fetters. 
Our liberty by him's reſtor d; 
. Wadd's foil'd by his own rapier; 
Nor owe we more to Naſſau's ſword, 
Than to "bis and paper. 
Amidſt N foes, the hero (ful! 
| Of rage) out-brav'd the danger; 
And hence, che brazen-footed bill 
Was ſent to rack and manger. 
Toſs off your bumpers, riiſe-'« ſong, 
-* He -ne'er ſhall be forgotten; 
His name {hall charm each liſt' ning throng, 
When Hoot is dead and rotten. 
Let healths go .toutdt cheer up, my boys, 
And, whilſt the ſpirit moves ye, 
Deyore he preſent time to joys mmm 
nd muſick, as behoves ye. Y 
Here, hofeſt T4 LIN ſpare no man, | 
' Go, fetch us tother bottle; COM? 
We'll dance like Phebus, ſing like Puy, 
And drink like Ariſtor/e. 


we FI NI S; 
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